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The beginning of the year means something leads to a simple experiment turning into a volcano of foam. Memories are made while sitting in 
different for nearly every student at GHS. For the freezing rain at a Friday night football game huddled under a blanket with your best friends, 
the incoming freshmen, it marks the start of a but refusing to leave before the time runs out. Unknown at the time, many memories are made 
long journey, on which they embark into un- in small, every-day instances, such as comfortably walking down the hall with a friend of twelve 
expected waters. For the students starting their years, or having a quiet conversation in the library with a new student. Even punishments lead 
sophomore year, it is the introduction into two to memories - oftentimes, stories are told of hilarious instances in detentions and in in-school 
years of dreadfully being stuck in the middle. Ju- suspensions. Tve been scarred from in-school because all of the kids were telling bad stories of 
niors begin a year in which the students are finally why they were there, but my story was simply that I farted,” said Chance’s Walker, 12. 
considered upperclassmen, but are faced with the Many groups of friends have certain sayings that only a select few people would understand 
rumored hardest year of high school. The beginning the significance of. These short, chosen words, often linked to a specific funny moment or 
of the year marks the first ‘last’ for seniors: the last meaningful happening evoke more feeling than most common words do. 
first day of school. Seniors prepare themselves to begin There are certain teachers at Griffith High School that are characterized by the comments 

a year of good-byes, while finally realizing that high that they make every day. Jim Pickett, Social Studies Department, makes many daily jokes, 

such as holding his hand up to one of his students and saying, “High five!” then drop- 
ping his hand and finishing with “Who’s a dork?” J.R. Ford, Spanish, ends class on some 
days with prized words for Spanish students, “No hay tarea,” which means There is no 
homework.” “Mr. Ford always told me to stay after class. Even if I didn’t say any thin g 
inappropriate he always assumed that it was me! But somehow I always managed to 
sneak out before I had to stay after class,” said Mallory Baccino, 12. 


school does, in fact, go much faster than expected. As 
a student body, we all enter in different places but are 
overall united by one goal: to make and preserve memo- 
ries throughout the year. 

Throughout high school, we choose our groups of 
friends. Students are normally united by common inter 


ests, such as sports and hobbies. In some cases, though, we 
form relationships with people that we never would have 
imagined. This reveals a beautiful side of high school: two 
lab partners may become best friends, a biology teacher may 
become a mentor, and two “locker buddies” may find that they 
have much more in common than they are able to discuss in 
the five minute alotted time period between classes. 

Sometimes, entire classes of students that have been together 
for years form very strong bonds, especially by their s eni or year. 

United by homework snuggles and exttemely difficult tests, it is 
unexpectedly easy to form bonds with many classmates. 

“Our AP English class has been together for four years. We have 
so many inside jokes, like saying Tou are not recognized,’ to people 
when they try to talk, and catching ‘skadooshes.’ We also spent an 
entire year ’creeping’ on the couple who lived across the stteet from 
the school, and saying that we were going to write a love story about 
their lives,” said Mike Kent, 12. 

Regardless of who you’re with or where you are, high school is all 
about making memories. These are the last four years that it is still okay 
to rely on others, meanwhile finding ways to independendy mature. The 
responsibilities of high school students are, for the most part, minimal. 
This makes it much easier to spend time with friends, creating endless fists 
of 'inside jokes.’ Memories can be made anywhere. They are made during a 
chemistry lab in Mrs. KV s class, when your lab partner makes a mistake that 


Aside from only friend groups, there are also certain sayings that link all students at 
GHS together. That’s what she said,” is often stated after a straightforward comment 
to imply an innuendo, which will send any group into a fit of laughter. “Dueces,” 
accompanied by two fingers held up to indicate ‘peace,’ is commonly shouted to 
friends across the hall or after school as a familiar good-bye. That awkward mo- 
ment when...” starts many sentences to recall a particularly odd happening. That 
awkward moment when you put your hand on the rail at Six Flags and someone 
sits on your hand and you touch a stranger’s butt,” said Joey Rivera, 1 1. That 
awkward moment when half of your lunch table hates each other and fight ev- 
ery day and then they move,” said juniors Stephanie DiSanto, Emma Blackard, 
Sarah Galambos, and Melissa Martinez. 

Throughout the halls of GHS, “Quote it!” is commonly said and heard. 
Whenever someone says something that others want to remember, “quote 
it” is said, and the phrase is usually repeated at various, random times, to 
help groups recall memories that they otherwise may have forgotten. 
Although it is said that actions speak louder than words, words, too, paint 
a perfect picture of who someone is at a particular point in their fife. The 
things that you say during your daily fife, all in all, define who you are. 
Words shape the feelings, thoughts, friendships, and memories of the 
present time. The fact of the matter is that these four years pass undeni- 
ably fast and in order to remember exacdy who someone is in high 
school, whether they’re a classmate, teacher, or best friend, one must 
record as many daily events as they can. After all, memories are made 
solely to be preserved, recorded, and revisited. 


“Beginnings are scary, endings are usually sad; it’s what you do in between that counts the most.” -Author Unknown 
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you grow up is inevi- 
g is changing around 
you. You have to make sure that you’re able to 
keep up with ” 

-Jacy Vuckovich, 10 



Th Enevitabilit)P^h 


ange 


penence some- 
but also lost 


“I came into high school nervous, yet eager to 
thing new. I’ve gained numerous life-long friem 
some along the way.” said Rachel Garastik, 12. Rachel explains that 
she’s grown out of her “crazy” freshman ways and lias matured 
a lot during her high school years. She still wishes her senior 
friends from last year were here but she says part of growing 
up is learning to accept and embrace the changes, because 
they’ll never go away. During her freshman and sophomore 
year she was involved in a lot of clubs and activities but 
didn’t have any leadership positions. That all changed 
junior year when Garastik became co-captain ol the 
girls swim team. Also, this year as a senior, Garastik 
is president of NHS. “Now that I’ve taken on leader- 
ship Jjostitions, I’ve realized what a huge responsi 
bility it is and that has made me leam to manage 
my time more,” said Garastik. Since freshman 
year Garastik has taken enriched classes, 
which have challenged her to the max. As 
for her senior year, she’s taking college lev- 
el courses which will hopefully prepare 
her for next year. All of the changes 
she went through in high school have 
taught her to enjoy things more be- 
cause time moves fast and in the 
blink of an eye you go from be- 
ing a freshman to a senior. “I've 
grown up a lot in the past four 
years and although at times it 
has been rough, the positive 
things that’ve happened 
have made it all worth 
while,” said Garastik. 


Performing at the Homecoming 
pep rally, sophomore Brooke 
Maglish dances to, “Moves like 
Jagger.” “My team this year, is 
like a sisterhood. We’re working 
through the loss of Ms. Calhoun 
together.” said Maglish. 


One of the many favorite new 
changes is the new lunch options. 

While waiting in line to get a 
sandwich, freshman Nathyn Siera 
expresses his opinion. “I like the 
deli line because it’s convenient 
and you get to pick what you 
want,” said Sierra. 





“You get to slack in middle school but not in high school. It’s completely different.” -Brianne Robertson, 9 
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‘Throughout the years, I’ve 
become more mature and I 
don’t listen to people’s dra- 
ma.” -Cecily Jones, 10 


“My style changed since I 
started high school. I went 
from tomboy to completely 
girly.” -Monica Gonzales, 10 


“Growing up, I’ve learned 
that if you work hard enough 
towards something it actually 
happens for you.” 
-Ryan Bluhrn, 12 


“The food is a lot better than last year. I like how there are so many options but I get pizza everyday.” -Camesha Scheeringa, 10 


Several things have changed this year. This year, the drama de- 
partment was not able to participate in the regional competi- 
tion, because they did not have a director early enough in 
the year to be eligible to compete. Prior to finding a per- 
manent director, lisa Megquier, English, was the director 
for the first semester of the year. However, the drama 
department was able to participate in the state com- 
petition, and two of the drama students performed at 
the All-State Show production. Also, band has gone 
through some changes, such as having a new 
band director, Debbie Korak. They also changed 
the style of music being performed, and they 
have a different competion performance. ’’Ev- 
erything is different, nobody knows what 
to expect,” said senior band member Mike 
Kent. Along with drama and band facing 
new changes, other clubs have changed 
as well, such as National Honor Soci- 
ety, International Club, and Science 
Olympiad having new sponsors. 
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with our new senior trad- 
itions made me look forward to this year’s 
Homecoming. It brought our entire senior 
class closer 


The main focus of 
the GHS Homecoming 
this year was to bring 
the students together. 
Activities and tradi- 
tions were completely 
different at GHS for this 



ory Baccino, 12 

days, including Nerd Day on Tuesday, Grandparents Day on 
Wednesday and Costume Day on Thursday. 

The next change was the removal of all senior pranks. 
This new rule pushed the senior class over the edge. 
Every year at GHS, the senior class pulls a prank on 
the entire school on Thursday night by decorating the 
school. Because of the extent of destruction from 2010’s 


year’s Homecoming week. Homecoming prank and the new state laws that would 


“Minor changes” as said by 
the administration, was an 
understatement. Although 
everyone was affected by 
the new Homecoming week 
changes, the senior class was 
especially upset. Some even 
tried to retaliate against the ad- 
ministration. 


not allow students in the school without supervision, 
the seniors were not able to perform the traditional 
senior prank. As a result of many class meetings, the 
seniors decided to abide by the law, but to leave Mrs. 
Manuel some mysterious mail. 

The last change to Homecoming week was hold- 
ing the Pep Rally instead of Acitvities Day. In an 
attempt to unite the classes together and keep the 
bond strong, administration decided to have a 
The first change was spirit week. Pep Rally to introduce the football players and 
Instead of the exciting and slighdy Homecoming court. It also allowed the cheer- 
leaders and Pantherettes to perform. This upset 
many of the students, but everyone cooperated 
as expected. 

Even though the entire Homecoming 
week was different, the Friday night football 
game stayed the same. The Panthers faced 
the Munster Mustangs this year in a full 
out brawl. The cold and rainy weather 
was a major issue during the game, but as 
expected the Panthers won 20-13. 


odd spirit days, the administration 
strongly advised the school to use 
traditional cliche themes. Monday 
was Dress Up Day, Tuesday was 
College T-shirt/jersey Day, Wednes- 
day was Ugly Sweater Day, Thursday 
was Twin Day, and Friday was Black & 
Gold/Homecoming T-shirt Day. This 
change was the first of the senior class 
retaliation by making their own spirit 


Homecoming 

Fire 

Drill 



During 5 th hour on Home- 
coming Friday, an unexpected 
fire alarm occurred. Senior 
Prank? Real danger? Believe 
it or not, the fire alarm was 
only due to dust from the 
ceramics room. This minor 
postponement kept the 
students outside for close 
to forty-five minutes and 
caused some students to 
miss lunch. “It was a big 
waste of time,” said se- 
nior Riley Henderson, 
“We were out there 
for no reason and I 
had to eat lunch dur- 
ing sixth hour.” 



Sophomore Lauren Hernandez 
danced the night away at the “I 
Love New York” Homecoming 
dance with sophomore Kyle Bui- 
kema. “The music wasn’t that great, 
but I made it fun by dancing with 
my friends,” said Hernandez. 



“I was sad to watch my boys play on the field while I was hurt but I’m really glad we beat Munster.” -Zach Grin, 11 




As senior Ben Reitz was called as 
one of the nominees for Home- 
coming Court, the football team 
made a scene and cheered him on. 
“Everyone was telling me that they 
voted for me,” said Reitz, “so I knew 
I was going to win.” 

Juniors Julie Duvnjak, Janelle 
Owczarzak and Miryea Cisneros get 
pumped for Friday night’s game 
by doing the “Rumble” cheer. “The 
Pep Rally was boring, but I had a 
good time doing the Rumble,” said 
Duvnjak. 




Senior Eric Navarro dressed up on 
Black and Gold day with his girl- 
friend, senior Katie Blaire. “Home- 
coming was a waste of time this 
year, but I had fun dressing up with 
my girl, Katie.” said Navarro. 



Griffith celebrates HC with a game and 
.On dance. Which one is the fan favorite? 

During Homecoming week, there are many activities that students par- 
ticipate in, like the Pep Rally, Spirit Week and annual pranks. All of these 
lead up to the big Friday Night football game and the Saturday night dance. 
Senior Nikki Rapka believed that the dance was the best part of Homecom- 
ing. It was my Senior year and I didn’t care what anyone thought, I went all 
out at the dance.” However, Senior Maciek Szczepkowski was convinced that 
the game is what completed HC week. “Unlike last season, we beat Munster 
at the HC game. We got the bone, too.” 

“Homecoming was really hot but it was an awesome first experience.” -Taylor Dunagan, 9 Q 








Ugly Sweater Day 


College T-Shirt Day 


Twin Day Black and Gold Day 


Dress Up Day 
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Playing the school song, the band 
accompanies the Pantherettes as 
they walk down Wiggs Street. “My 
favorite part of the parade was be- 
ing able to perform in front of ev- 
eryone,” said senior band member, 
Aisha Morgan. 



“There were too many hot chicks at the dance for me to dance with. I had way too much fun.” -Brandon Garcia, 10 







Driving the mascot in her 
go-cart, freshman Melissa 
Ahlquist shows her Pan- 
ther Pride during the 
Homecoming Parade. 
“I liked being able to 
drive down the street 
all crazy,” said Ahol- 
quist. 


“The Big Apple" was the theme that 
the sophomores used to win this 
year’s Homecoming float competi- 
tion. “Making the flowers on our 
float was the hardest part, but it 
takes time to win and be the best,” 
said sophomore Alexys Corona. 

This year's Homecoming king and 
queen were seniors Ben Reitz and 
Taylor Steflan. “I was shocked when 
the announcer called my name. I 
had no expectations of winning, 
but it was really exciting,” said 
Steflan. 



Homecoming 

2011 







Taylor Steffan 
& Ean Plude 


Shae Siokos 
& Donny Hoover 


Emilee Tmeblood 
& Cole Felde 


Melinda Burk 
& Ben Reitz 


Brooke Brinkley 
& Garrett Litke 


“The dance was so much fun. Usually, we would go to clubs in Mexico instead of the school hosting a dance. -Ana Solis, 











s remember the horror and 
sadness of 9 / 11. It is a tragic piece of American history- 
that we as a nation canJ^^g/^J, JL&tClCt' 

-Nick Stassin, 12 


M 


From 2001 to 2011 



Security within the airports as we knew it changed 
the day that the Twin Towers fell. Greater precau- 
tions were taken which, in some people eyes, is be- 
yond what is needed and for others it is exactly what 
they need to ease their fears of traveling on world- 
wide planes. “Airport security nowadays is a lot more 
strict. It is a hassle for people traveling with kids or 
if you’re running late. But at the same time, you feel 
safer because it’s so strict that you don’t think any- 
thing can go wrong,” said junior Steven Marquez. 




“Seeing my friend lose his dad on 9/ 11 made me see how 
important being a firefighter is. Now that this terrible thing 
has happened to us, people don’t want to step up and become 
firefighters but I will!” said senior Lesley Pietsch. 

Tve been in the National Guard for about five months now, and 
I was motivated to join in high school because of 9/11. When 
9/ll happened, I didn’t even know what was going on, but 
when I started getting older and started high school I knew a 
lot more and the reasons why we were attacked. Ever since my 
freshman year, I counted down the days to join the military. I 
knew that doing my service is the best way I could give back to 
the country and serve the respect back to civilians and heroes 
that sacrificed all on that infamous day. I joined because it felt 
like my duty and fate to join,” said senior Joshua Bodnar. 
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“I think I was in second grade at Franklin. Someone came into school late and said a plane crashed into a building and no one believed 
him.” -Elizabeth Kras, 12 






“I was in my second grade 
class with Mrs. Guy. She 
turned on the TV and we 
watched the towers fallin g 
on the news. I remember 
the whole school had a 
moment of silence. It was 
really upsetting even when 
I was that age.” 

-Cali Lemus, 12 



“When 9/ll occurred, I 
was thirty-two years old 
and working at GHS. I 
heard what was going on 
by the radio I had playing 
during class. I started get- 
ting worried since I knew 
people in DC who work 
for the FBI.” 

-Jim Graff, Art 




I WSM 


“I was four years old when 
the terrorist attack on 9/ 11 
happened. At that time, I 
was living in a condo in 
Las Vegas. I do not re- 
member much, but I do 
member my baby sit- 
ter watching the TV and 
freaking out” 
-Kourtney Washick, 9 





“I was in ninth grade at 
Munster High School. By 
second hour it was on 
all of the TVs. Some of us 
thought it was a movie that 
the teacher was showing. 
None of us realized how 
we would be watching it 
for months on the news.” 
-Jenna Candiano, History 


From the ^9^ enler 



The World Trade 
Center in New 
York was also re- 
ferred to as the 
Twin Towers. 
They were often 
seen as a sym- 
bol of interna- 
tional trade and 
as a world wide 
unity. 

“The Twin Tow- 
ers were the stars 
of the New York 
Skyline. They 
were the founda- 
tion of the sky- 
line. The Twin 
Towers were the 
first thing you 
saw flying in.” 
-Sarah Cohen, 
Math 




“Watching the 
Twin Towers 
slowly bum and 
fall is basically 
all I remember 
since I was in sec- 
ond grade when 
it happened. All 
of the dust, de- 
bris and people 
freaking out on 
the news was not 
a good picture 
to remember. I 
respect the brave 
firefighters run- 
ning in and out 
of the buildings 
trying their best 
to help with the 
damage.” 

-Ryan Avalos, 12 " 
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“I went to 
Ground Zero 
two years after 
the attack. While 
I was there, there 
were still people 
cleaning up. 
Where the tow- 
ers stood was 
fenced in with 
piles of mbble. 
There was still 
an overpass you 
could use like 
before. I could 
not believe there 
was so much de- 
struction in just 
eighteen miles.” 
-Courtney 
Hargis, 12 


to Groups , 


“I remember being in kindergarten and watching TV while it was still happening” -Jonathon Madrigal, 10 









On the weekends, I play Wii Fit and sports, and babysit my baby brother.” -Sara Gatlin, 9 


w 

of the homework, 

jects, research papers. We work hard in 
chool five days a week to get a reward for the 


weekend. When it 
were all living fo 


Just because the bor- many places. For instance, they have the chance to drive themself 
ders of Griffith are limited, and their friends to Six Flags Great America, Steak n’ Shake, and 
doesn't mean that finding even Chicago. However, it is much more popular to take the train! 
activites to do is limited “Since I have my license, I was able to go to Six Flags four times 
too. There are many things this past summer and fall with my boyfriend (junior Zach Grin) 
to do in and around Griffith, and friends,” said junior Stephanie Younker. 

From restaurants to shopping. Six Flags may be far for some, like junior Julie Duvnjak, who 
to visiting near-by cities and would rather stay close to home and drive around with friends, 
towns, the number of things “I always blast T.G.I.F.’ by artist Katy Perry. My friends and I 
to do in and around Griffith is go almost everywhere together, and it is so much easier now 
infinite. being able to drive,” said Duvnjak. 

For the younger kids in high “Chicago isn’t just around the comer, it takes time and 
school, findin g someone to drive planning to spend a whole day out there,” said junior Jor- 
them places is never easy, espe- dan Gonzalez. Gonzalez has his license and goes to the 
dally when they want to do some- city often with his girlfriend, sophomore Marisa Rios, 
thing farther away from home. Local Some students at Griffith High School like to get in the 
hangouts are much more common Halloween spirit a bit early by going to haunted houses, 
for the underclassmen. This year the YMCA, which was previously Franklin El- 

The majority of the GHS spends fall ementary School, was turned into a haunted house for 
Friday nights at the school’s football the public. 

games. It gives the students a chance “The haunted house was super scary. It was scari- 
to hangout with friends, cheer on their er then Reaper’s Realm. I was screaming the entire 
team, and is a great way to kick off their time,” said sophomore Lauren Hernandez, 
weekend. The haunted house lasted 10 to IS minutes. The 

“I love going to all the games, home actors can call your name, run after you, and take 
or away, and I always wear my brother’s, pictures with you after the scaring was over, 
(sophomore Nathan Reitz) jersey,” said se- Griffith High School students have many things 
nior Billie Reitz. to do on the weekend, from spending time at 

For the upperclassmen who are lucky local restaurants to going out to the city with 
enough to have their license and a car to friends. Having your license isn’t the only way 
drive, weekends are a time of total freedom, to go places, but it gives students many more 
Juniors and seniors who have their licenses go oppurtunities to have fun. 


With controllers in hand, freshmen 
Trevor Steffan and Noah Duvnjak 
play FIFA ‘11 on the weekends. 
Steffan and Duvnjak are neighbors. 
“We grew up together, and always 
spend time together. We’re best 
friends,” said Duvnjak. 

As senior Amy Russell waits to go 
out for the night, she plays with 
her minpin, Sophie. “I love my 
puppy. Whenever she sleeps in 
my bed, I always snuggle with her 
under my covers,” said Russell. 


Getting into his hot tub, senior 
Zach Muller enjoys one of the last 
warm weekends in October. “On 
the weekends, since I have my car, 
I like to pick up girls and we go to 
the football games,” said Muller. 
Muller also has spends free time 
wrestling. 
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Passing time on the weekend, 
senior Melinda Burk tie-dyes a shirt 
on her garage floor. “I really like 
tie-dyeing clothes. It’s a good way 
to be creative and make something 
old look like it’s brand new,” said 
Burk. 

Between hanging out with her 
friends and with her family, senior 
Ashley Brown spends time with 
her pet bird. “I love playing with 
Rongi. I especially love his colorful 
feathers,” said Brown. 


Competing for 

r o fame 

With seniors Donny Hoover play- 
ing bass, Robbie Szabo on vocals, 
Joel Kepchar as lead guitarist, and 
Nathan Bailey following on the 
drums, the band “All the Way” 
writes original songs, which 
placed them third in the Batde 
of the Bands. They have also 
played in other performanc- 
es. “We started the band last 
March for the talent show. I 
was pretty nervous at first, 
but then the adrenaline 
4 kicked in,” said Kepchar. 


Last weekend, I went to (senior) Sarah Castillo’s going away party.” -Flint Powell, 10 


15 







COW&i 


s terrible when you’re 
in high school. Every job is minimum wage 


but ma 
all W' 


laximum b/urs. We’re 

-Brianna Nagel, r 12 
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Transformation is inevi- will do what is necessary to further my education.” 
table, and happens in ev- Regardless if a student carries the tide of “student athlete” or 
eiyone person’s life. A lot has a “school to work permit”, being a good student comes first, 
of maturation and growing “ It is hard to manage my time with school, work, and softball 
up happens when a teen en- considering I have three dual credit classes. If I’m not at work, 
ters the doors of high school. I'm usually doing homework,” said junior Abbey Litde. Hav- 
This is where a good portion ing a job and going to school can be d iffi cult, but some stu- 
of the transformation hap- dents take it as far as having two jobs, going to school, and 
pens, which will mold a teen still making time for their social life. Most teen girls want to 
into a young adult. There are spend their money they make on shopping and going out 
many obstacles to overcome in with their friends. 

order to complete the four years Jobs make teens feel more independent because they 
of high school and to enter their don’t have to ask for money from their parents every 
next chapter in life. Aside from be- time they go out, need gas, or want food. Junior Manon 
ing a teen, each student has to deal Carter said, “ I got a job because I wanted responsibil- 
with their home life, school work, ity and money to spend on shopping instead of hav- 
extra curriculars, and everyday diffi- ing to ask my parents.” Students who have jobs now 
culties. In today’s economy everyone won’t be so overwhelmed when they get out of high 
is trying to make ends meet. Howev- school and into the real world. They will have al- 
er, this adds an extra responsibility to ready learned respect, responsibility, and what it’s 
most high school students’ lives: work- like to have priorities. Having a job does not only 
ing. bring responsibility. It’s an easy way for students to 

Having a part-time job as a teen has meet new people, learn new trades, and experi- 
its pros, such as extra spending money, ence new things. 

references for resumes, and a free life les- High school students are allowed only so 
son in time management On the other many hours per week determined by their age, 
hand, having a job could mean less sleep which helps them manage time and still have 
and less time for school events. A job helps time to do homework play sports, or hangout 
each student prioritize. Senior Miguel Valti- with friends. No matter what kind of job one 
erra said, “Even though I have a job and run has, where it is at or who the employer is, a 
track school work is still my most important working student will surely gain something 
priority. If I miss a day of practice or work I positive for the future. 



“I work many hours during the 
week because I want to have extra 
spending money. Sometimes it’s 
hard to balance friends, school, 
and work but I’m glad that I’m 
able to see my friends at school, 
and that I have my priorities 
straight,” said senior Nikki Dit- 
trich. 


“In between school and two jobs 
I still manage to have a life,” said 
senior Ariana Suarez. Helping cus- 
tomers purchase items is just one 
of Ari Suarez’s required duties. 


1 A i°b is easy as pie! I work at Boston’s pizza and all I do is open 
1 t> the door for people, deliver pizza, and put in orders.” -Alex Diaz, 1 1 





While senior Agnes O’Brien works 
at Mcdonalds, she restocks the 
apple juice and milk. “1 enjoy 
working at Mcdonalds because you 
see a lot of people that you know 
and you get paid,” said O’Brien. 




Putting together a cold cut combo 
sandwich, junior Cindy Mclnemey 
listens to what her customer wants. 
“Keeping a job in high school is 
tough because I have so many 
things going on in my life between 
school, soccer, friends and family.” 

During her late afternoon job at 
Bridges Scoreboard, junior Sar- 
ah Kuna cleans the tables off. 

“I like the people that I work with, 
they make my shift go by faster. 

If my friends didn’t work there. I 
wouldn’t enjoy it,” said Kuna. 



“I work the front desk at the YMCA. I always get to meet new 

people.” -Jame Rex, 1 1 









fis what Turnabout is all 
I love getting/all dressed up, taking tons 
pictures^ and having a great time with my 

“W (dqut tony 

-Shae Siokos, 12 


This year, Griffith High for some. “My dress came in three days before the dance and it was 
School’s Turnabout dance way too big. I had to get it altered really fast and it still didn’t fit after 
was held on Friday, January I got it altered, but it worked,” said junior Sarah Galambos. 

13th, at Avalon Manor. The “My group was supposed to take pictures at 4:45, but I didn’t even 
theme was ‘Just a Kiss” and leave my make-up appointment at Ulta until 5:00, and I still had to 
the colors of the night were get dressed and everything,” said junior Julie Duvnjak, 
blue and silver. Some GHS students, instead of asking their Griffith friends or 

Despite the fear of unfortu- boyfriends, brought students to Turnabout from other schools 
nate events, seeing as the dance in the area. “I brought a girl from Munster to our Turnabout, 
was being held on Friday the I liked it because it was different, and she was cool and open 
13 th, the night turned out to be to meet new people. She wasn’t too clingy either,” said junior 
a huge success for everyone who Angel Nunez. 

attended. “I enjoyed Turnabout. I Each year, it is a tradition for the girls to ask the boys to 
danced with a ton of people, and Turnabout rather than the other way around. Many girls en- 
I thought the music was really joy this process, because they’re able to choose their date 
good,” said sophomore Rebecca rather than being asked. “I like how the girl asks the guy, be- 
Perez. cause the guy gets to ask the girl to Prom and Homecom- 

Students were permitted to leave ing, so it changes it up,” said freshman Madison Plebanski. 
school after their fifth period to get Many girls, however, don’t like having to ask their dates, 
ready for the dance. This extra alotted “I’d much rather be asked to dances. It’s scary asking a 
time turned out to be very helpful for guy,” said sophomore Sara Fisch. 
many girls! “I spent about two hours Some girls at GHS like to be creative when given the 
getting ready for Turnabout. I left school chance to ask their friend or boyfriend to the dance, 
early and it was really helpful,” said senior “I asked my boyfriend, (junior) Zach Grin like four 
Sarah Clark. times because he kept saying it wasn’t ‘cute enough.’ 

Most boys attending the dance, however, We were volunteering at a pancake breakfast to- 
did not take nearly as much time to pre- gether and I made the pancakes into a T and a “B’ 
pare as their dates did. “I left school early shape. He said yes after that, I guess all of the ways 
but didn’t need that much time to get ready, combined finally worked,” said junior Stephanie 
so I went to eat and took a nap first,” said ju- Younker. 

nior Brett Brinkley. Turnabout 2012 definitely turned out to be a 

While getting prepared for Turnabout is sup- successful night of blue and silver, dancing, and 
posed to be enjoyable, it proved to be a hassle many memories. 


Dancing barefoot to “Cotton-Eyed 
Joe” dining Turnabout, sophomore 
Andy Duhon laughs with senior 
Lesley Pietsch and sophomore 
Shannon Kunka. “I love dancing to 
that song. It’s a drama tradition,” 
said Duhon. 


Getting ready for Turnabout on Fri- 
day, January 13, sophomore Tessa 
Trueblood carefully applies mas- 
cara. “I always get ready with my 
sister, (senior) Emilee [Trueblood]. 
I love getting ready for dances,” said 
Trueblood. 


“I had a good time at Turnabout. It was my first dance!” -Sydney Lidster, 11 
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Dancing with her friends to “The 
Cupid’s Shuffle,” senior Melissa 
Miller strikes a pose on the dance 
floor, “I danced the whole time 
because it was my last Turnabout. I 
wanted to go out with a bang,” said 
Miller. 

Taking a break from dancing, soph- 
omore Christian Adams laughs 
with sophomore Ashley Arndt. 

T had a great time at Turnabout 
this year with my girlfriend,” said 
Adams. 



Memorable dances during 



“My most memorable 
dance during Turnabout 
was an eight person slow 
dance to “Enchanted” by 
Taylor Swift. I danced to it 
with my whole group of 
friends.” 

-Jesus Aldalpe, 11 


“My most memorable 
dance of the night was 
dancing to “Blackout” by 
Breathe Carolina with 
(senior) Alysia Metsch.” 

-Jordan Banis, 12 




My most memorable 
dance was definitely 
during the song “Shots,” 
because I loved jumping 
up and down.” 
-Timmy Bullard, 12 


I liked dancing to “Pour 
Some Sugar On Me” with 
(sophomore) Erica Yost. 
There was sugar all over 
the floor.” 

-Ally Krajnak, 10 




“Me and my friends had 
a slow dance circle going 
on and seniors came in 
and started dancing on us. 
It was very memorable!” 

-Adam Hoover, 9 


“Turnabout was a great night, I must say!” -Ean Plude, 12 







Victoria Smith 
& 

Tyler Palinca 

“The best part of 
being on court was 
that I was with my 
friends.” 

-Tyler Palinca 


“It was an honor for 
me to be on court.” 
-Sara Joyce 



Sara Joyce 
& 

Tyler Lipski 




Sydney Hilbrich 
& 

Brandon Garcia 

“I had such a great 
time being on court 
because of my 
friends.” 

-Brandon Garcia 


“I was so excited 
to win turnabout 
king, I was shocked.” 
-Matt Csonka 

Emily Duhon 
& 

Matt Csonka 


(King) 
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Tessa Tmeblood 
(Queen) 

& 


David Schell 

“Being on court and 
winning was a great 
experience for me.” 
-Tessa Tmeblood 
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“Being able to go to Turnabout with my boyfriend made the night so memorable for me.” Jacqueyln Chavez, 10 
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“Even though this was 
the secona Turnabout 
that I ever went to 
during high school, it 
was by far the best. I 
had a better experi- 
ence than I thought 
I would. It was an 
overall great night 
and one that will 
be remembered,” 
said senior Nick 
Brummet. 




After Turnabout, many groups gath- 
er at restaurants to get a bite to eat 
It was crowded at Olive Garden, 
but it felt good to relax after the 
dance with my group of friends,” 
said junior Kelsie Lunsford. 


Dancing his heart out, senior Rob- 
bie Szabo grooved to the music. “I 
was going a little over board but 
I didn’t have a care in the world. 

I was having too good of a time,” 
said Szabo. 


Tal kin g with his girlfriend, senior 
Shawn Gallina talks about their 
plans for the rest of the night. 
“Even though I’m a senior, this was 
the first Turnabout that I have ever 
been to. I had a great time,” said 
Gallina. 


“This years turnabout dance was by far the best.” -Anthony Carter, 11 






Kiss is one of junior Khristian 
Ayala’s favorite bands. He has 
everything from shirts to mini ac- 
tion figures. “They have really great 
music,” said Ayala “I love what they 
stand for.” 

Tattoos are something that greet 
junior Selena Zamudio every 
day. “They express what I like and 
things I think are important” One 
of the six tattoos reads: Bid me run 
& I wll strive with things impos- 
sible. "They all mean a lot to me,” 
said Zamudio 





What is Your 

Secret Obsession? 



“I love the art of folding 
paper, also known as ora- 
gami. It’s really entertain- 
ing.” -Alec Moseley, 10 


“I absolutely love the band 
Paramore! I don’t know 
of anything by them that I 
don’t like.” 
-Jocelyn Sema, 9 



“I’m an absolute neat 
freak. Everything has to 
be as clean as possible.” 
-Chris Pirtle, 11 


“I really enjoy being on 
the computer and run- 
ning to different places.” 
-Ryan Zubrick, 12 
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“I’m absolutely crazy about animals!” -Emily Matson, 9 






ftCtytCl (W^Tphobias is a big 
part of high school. Were constant- 
ly being forced into situations we 
don’t like, but you have* to learn to 
up and face you 
-Maegan Glass, n 




Having a fear of gaigoyes is uncom- 
mon and has no official term.But 
senior Chance’s Walker is terrified 
of gargoyles. Tm afraid gargoyles 
are going to steal my soul,” said 
Walker. 

“The sound of people gagging is 
just gross and it almost always 
means that they’re going to throw 
up,” said sophomore Sarah Gates 
about her phobia. “It’s just plain 
disgusting.’ 



Claustrophobia is the fear of small 
spaces. For senior Kalissa Green- 
law, it is a phobia she has to cope 
with every day. “I like my personal 
space,” said Greenlaw, “I don’t like 
to be crowded at all. It makes me 
feel cramped and trapped. When 
I’m in the hallway, I feel like I can’t 
go anywhere.” 



Arachnophobia: 
Fear of 


“Spiders have always freaked" me out. I’m not 
entirely sure when the fear first started, and I’m 
not exacdy sure why. Maybe it’s the fangs or all 
the legs that freak me out. Either way, they scare 
Even the fake rubber ones freak me out! 


me. 


What really scares me the most is the fact that 
most of them are poisonous. Meaning that if 
they bite you, you could die or get serious- 
ly hurt. Granted, in most cases, they would 
i have to bite you more than just once. But 
■ with all those eyes and legs, plus the fact 
that they seem to move faster than I can get 
away, I try my best to steer clear of all the 
spiders I see, especially the bigger ones. 
That makes it so the spider never gets 
the chance to even consider biting me.” 
-Rose Smith, 9 


“Butterflies terrify me.” -Brittany Kealey, 9 





to show our sup- 
ds and classmates involved in 
r e’ll never be able to act this crazy after 
high school. It’s our chance to dem- 

ow ^ ool ^Actit" 

-D^id Schell, 10 

Each year. Griffith High hool held a pep rally for all of the seniors that were on court. Dur- 
School holds different ing Homecoming week, there was a theme for each of the days, 
functions in which stu- Monday was dress up day, Tuesday was college t-shirt day, Wednes- 
dents come out and show day was ugly sweater day, Thursday was twin day, and Friday was 
their spirit. Most common- black and gold day. Usually for every student that dresses up they 
ly, students go to the girls’ would receive points, but since the pep rally was changed, all 
and boys’ basketball games of the students that did participate were in the running to see 
dressed as celebrities such which class had the most school spirit. 

as Snooki, Ke$ha, or Minnie This year, the high school held the 5 th annual wheelchair 
Mouse to come and support basketball game in honor of disabilities awareness month, 
their teams. The teams that particpated in the basketball game were the 

The girls’ first and second sec- Rollin’ Hoosiers, which is made up of some of the disabled 
tional games were the most pop- students that attend Griffith, and the Bulls wheelchair team, 
ular games to dress up at this year. Both of the teams play against the middle school and 
Besides dressing up, the students high school basketball teams to show students that even 
decide to pick a theme for each though they are disabled, they are capable of doing the 
home game. The traditional theme same things that anyone else can. This year, one talented 
is ‘Beach Theme’ in which all of the student designed a t-shirt that all of the players wore. The 
students come in bathing suits, sun- designer of the shirt, junior James Leslie, said, “Design- 
glasses, pool toys, and towels. Also, ing the shirt was the best part of disabilites month be- 
during the football season when the cause it allowed me to be creative.” 
boys’ made it to sectionals against Mor- The quote on the t-shirt says ‘Speak to me, not my 
ton High School, many students went disabilities’ which means that you should talk to each 
to the game dressed in all black cloth- student the same, no matter who they are because 
ing for the annual ‘Black Out Game’. “I we are all equal. Students were able to purchase the 
was really cold during the football game, t-shirts to support all of our disabled students that 
but my friends and I thought that paint- attend Griffith High School. For all of the students 
ing our bodies was needed to help show that purchased the shirt, their names were put into 
support for the boys,” said junior Jesse Yar- a raffle that would put them and their families 
nelle. into a running to win a full year gym member- 

For Homecoming this year, instead of hav- ship at the new YMCA. All together, the school 
ing the usual activities, such as the pie find, raised 2,000 dollars that was given to the Rollin’ 
the relay race, and musical chairs, the high sc- Hoosiers. 







Who do 

supe 

This year, the usual Homecom- 
ing activities were changed into 
a pep rally for all of the Home- 
coming court members. “Hav- 
ing a pep rally allowed each 
class to show our school spirt 
for our individual grade lev- 
els. So in a way, we were su- 
perfanning for our senior 
class. To show our spirt, we 
made shirts that said We 
love our seniors’.” 
-Morgan White, 12 
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“Dressing up in costumes is the best part of superfanning.” -Matt Colomes, 11 



During the Homecoming parade, 
FCCLA showed their school spirit 
by walking their dogs . For each 
dog, students paid five dollars 
in order to give money to the 
humane society. “I liked walking 
the dogs and being able to talk to 
my friends,” said freshman Jared 
Braddam. 




"I like superfanning because it 
makes the game more fun, plus 
it gets the players pumped when 
we all cheer and wear costumes,” 
said freshman Aaron Brown. For 
the girls first sectional game at the 
high school, most of the students 
dressed up in costumes to support 
the girls. 

Each year during Homecom- 
ing, the class councils show their 
school spirit by supporting their 
class. “Being in the parade built up 
our spirit for Homecoming week, 
which made it more fun for every- 
one,” said junior Abbey Litde. 





For the girls varsity soccer team, 
two seniors, Ashley Noojin and 
Haley Marshall, came to the senior 
night game to support their friend, 
senior Shi Fassoth. “It was my best 
friends’ senior night Of course I 
am going to be there to support 
her. I just love her that much,” said 


During the boys varsity sectional 
championship for football, some of 
the students went to Morton High 
School to support the boys. “I was 
really cold during the whole game, 
but I still had fun cheering for all of 
the players,” said senior Ed Clay. 


Noojin. 

“I love to superfan with my friends at football games.” -Leslie Martinez, 12 
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skills off is 

so rewarding. The butterflies before you 
perform are definitely worth the cheers 
of the crowd at the end. I just want jp 
show the world 

-Alice Duhon, 12 


For students who love 
singing, dancing, read- 
ing poetry, or performing 
magic tricks, participating 
in coffee night or the tal- 
ent show are both great ways 
for students to express them- 
selves. It gives the performers 
a chance to show off their tal- 
ents and what they proud of be- 
ing able to do. 

Coffee night, which was held 
on Thursday, October 6, 2011, was 
the first event of the year where 
students can show off their artisit- 
ic side. Twenty different acts sang 
songs, and seniors Kalie Lastagarkov 
and Katalina Villalpando performed a 
set of magic tricks. 

“When we thought of doing mag- 
ic tricks, it was a lot more fun than I 
thought it was going to be. I'm really 
glad I decided to do it,” said Villalpando. 

Many of the performers at coffee night 
this year were freshmen, when normally 
freshmen are too shy this early in their 
high school years. 

“Singing is my favorite thing to do and I 
love the feeling of being on stage, performing 
in front of people,” said freshman Amanda 
Stelk. 

The talent show auditions were held in the 


auditorium on April 4th and 5th. After narrowing down the audi- 
tions from over twenty acts, the judges from student council de- 
cided on twelve performances for the actual talent show. The per- 
formers had almost two months to prepare for the show, which 
was held of May 18 th. 

The talent show was sponsored by the student council. The 
profits made from the students attending the show, which cost 
$4 per student, was put towards the homecoming fund for 
next year to buy decorations and food for the dance. 

This year’s talent show was hosted by senior Ryan Graan 
and it was his first year with this duty. “Hosting the show was 
a big responsibility, but I feel like I did a pretty good job,” 
said Graan. 

The show was judged by Shannon Schiedel, family con- 
sumer science. Officer Ghrist, and JP Schroeder, English. 
“I really enjoyed judging the show and hope to get to do 
it again next year,” said Schiedel. 

Almost all of the performers at this year’s talent show 
were different than those who performed last year, 
with the exception of the band All the Way. The band, 
The Russians, performed “A Song to Our Fathers” by 
Explosions in the Sky dedicated their song to Mark Rex, 
who passed away in the summer of 2011. 

Senior Shi Fassoth played the paino and sang to 
“Terrible Things” by Mayday Parade for her last high 
school performance. “Singing in front of people 
used to be a fear of mine, but over the last few 
years I’ve gotten over it. I’ve been on stage so 
many times during my high school career that 
it just comes as a second nature to me now. It’s 
one of the things I’m going to miss the most 
about high school,” said Fassoth. 



On a scale from 1-10, 

how high was your fear? 

“On a scale from 1- 10, my fear 

was an 8. 1 learned my song 
the week of coffee night and 
didn’t have enough time to prac- 
tice. But I felt accomplished after 
I performed and it was over.” 
-Janna Darnell- Mendez, 9 

“On a scale from 1-10, my fear 

was a 3 . I’ve played in front 
of people my whole life and it’s 
not scary to me anymore. Sing- 
ing has become more natural 
than talking to people.” 

-Alex Diaz, 1 1 
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Performing “Fix You” by Coldplay 
with junior Ross Myers on guitar, 
senior Amelia Morales sings the 
chorus. “It’s a song that’s very per- 
sonal to both Ross and I, and even 
more so now that Mr. Covarrubias 
is leaving,” said Morales. 
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“I’m really glad I decided to sing at coffee night” -Sarah Dodson, 9 









Waiting to find out the winner 
of the talent show, junior Miryea 
Cisneros stands nervously on-stage. 
“Before I performed, I was pacing 
back and forth backstage. But once 
I started playing the piano, I was in 
my zone,” said Cisneros. 

With his band Blind Tiger, sopho- 
more Brian Stinnett plays the 
drums for the song Tom Sawyer”. 
“I’ve been playing the drums for 
awhile and was really excited for 
my band to be able to play in the 
talent show this year,” said Stinnett 




Along with senior Donny Hoover 
and sophomore Cornelius Jemin- 
son, sophomore Ezekial Del Val 
performs Time of Your Life” by 
Greenday. Tm not afraid to sing in 
front of people, so doing coffee 
night is no big deal for me,” said 
Del Val. 



Playing her harp to “Sawdust and 
Diamonds,” freshman Alana Swopes 
performed vocals along with the 
instrumental. Tlaying in the talent 
show was a great experience for me. 
I had a really good time and glad I 
decided to,” said Swopes. 


And the , , 
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2nd Place: 

All the Way 

Talent: 

Band 



3rd Place: 

James Leslie 

Talent: 

Piano Solo 



1st Place: 

Ross Myers and Matt Seliuns 

Talent: 

Comedy Act 


“I absolutely love singing.” -Gwen Freeman, 10 77 










hard thin^ to do 
a best friend, a 
hall, we’re 


Going to school can be 
a stressful task as it is, but 
knowing that your father 
is the one that is in charge 
might add even more to that 


stress level. At the same, it 
might seem more comfort- 
ing for some people to know 
that he is there for you at the 
beginning of your high school 
experience. 

Freshman Elizabeth 
daughter of Peter Morikis, su- 
perintendent of Griffith Public 
Schools, felt a litde weird starting 
off her high school years by walk- 
ing down the hall and seeing her 
dad’s face; even more than she ever 
did at home. 

“That's one of the other things that 
I didn’t like at first I felt as if I saw my 
dad all the time. It’s a good feeling to 
see him, but I would also like time on 
my own. I’m used to it now,” said senior 
John Morikis. 

Both Elizabeth and her brother John felt 
the same way about having their dad at 
school with them, so that way if they ever 
need him his office is right down the hall- 
way. “The only thing I dislike about my dad 
being at school is that people think that you 
get special treatment, which you don’t,” said 
Elizabeth. 


'close with someone is a 
high school. Whether it’s 
iend, or just a face in the 

turen Hernandez, 10 

All throughout high school, you go through different stages of 
gaining and losing friends. High school is the time where you 
really discover who will always be by your side through thick 
and thin. Seniors Cole Felde and Austin Foster have had to go 
through this experience, but they have stuck through it. The 


two first met because Felde’s mom and Foster’s dad were good 
friends during high school and ever since they were three 
years old they have been best friends. “Since we have been 
good friends for such a long time, Cole has basically become 
my brother. I know his tendencies, what he likes, and what 
he doesn’t like. I know pretty much all there is to know 
Morikis, about the kid,” said Foster. 

Being able to be friends with someone for such a long 
time makes each person gain a different kind of connec- 
tion with that person. Soon after being friends with that 
person you begin to believe that you cannot imagine 
your life without them, just as Foster explained. Since 
high school is now coming to an end for the both 
" them, they plan to continue their friendship all 


throughout college and for the rest of their lives. “I 
plan on being friends with him until the day we die. 
We are going to be brothers for life,” said Foster. 
Even though being able to communicate and see 
each other might become a snuggle for the two 
after they graduate (Foster is hopefully attending 
Indiana University and Felde at IUPUl), they both 
plan on making it work as much as possible. “I 
plan on having tons of skype dates with him, 
just so I can see his cute little face and hear his 
wonderful voice. I know that if I end my day 
that way, the whole college experience will 
go by faster, and it will make me a lot hap- 
pier,” said Felde. 
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High School 


Senior Donny 
Hoover is 
brothers with 
freshman 
Adam 
Hoover 


Freshman 
Adam Hoover’s 
best girl friend 
is freshman 
Kourtney 
Washick 


Freshman 
Kourtney Washick 
is on the 
cheerleading 
squad with 
senior Jenny 
Lanfear 


Senior Jenny 
Lanfear lives 
down the street 
from senior 
Brittany 
Anderson 


Senior Brittany 
Anderson lives 
across the 
street from 
senior Donny 
Hoover 
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“My friends and I go to each others houses, mess around, or just walk around Griffith.” -Anwar Issa, 9 





During the unexpected firedrill, 
juniors Jeanette Salazar and her 
boyfriend Khristian Ayala talked 
about their plans for the upcoming 
weekend. “Homecoming was that 
weekend so we were talking about 
plans for what to do afterwards,” 
said Salazar. 


While handing his girlfriend, junior 
Sierra Gutierrez a Hershey Kiss, the 
two shared a laugh at the lunch 
table. “Besides at school, I rarely get 
to see her because we both have 
work and are involved in sports,” 
said senior Jake Schnoor. 


Laughing with her friends by her 
locker, freshman Jenna Zubik en- 
joys the rest of the passing period 
by socializing. “I went to Munster 
at the beginning of the semester 
but I came back to Griffith because 
I missed my friends. I enjoy talking 
to them,” said Zubik. 


“I have known my best friends ever since seventh grade.” -Nathan Szabo, 9 










This year, the student body at GHS has become strangely criti- 
cal of students wearing outfits of only one color, such as black 
pants and a black shirt. The term “bloufit” has been coined - 
meaning an outfit of all black. Likewise, a “groufit” is a grey 
outfit, and a “poufit” is a purple outfit. 


1 “I like matching with 
the same color on top 
and bottom, because it 
adds swagg to my life.” 

- Morgan Dillon, 12 

3 “I wore a bloufit be- 
cause I had to dress up for 
a speech I had to give and 
this was the first outfit I 
saw.” - Jamie Rex, 11 


2 “I wore this because it is 
comfortable. I had actually 
never heard of a bloufit 
before.” 

- Brittni McLemore, 12 

4 “I usually wear black 
clothes, because it is my 
favorite color.” 

- Carlton Valliant, 12 


times is really enter- 
g. My friends have a ton of inside jokes, like yelling 
‘10:17/ calling Butter (Robert Fleishman, 12) ‘Thur Thur/ 
and saying ‘Thought it was!’ all the time. I want to be 

able to WO>lCt 

/-Cole Felde, 12 

Beware the “Bloufit...” 
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Every teacher has their own teaching style. Some 
use games, group work, papers, projects, but the most 
exciting way is mind catching sayings. Jim Pickett, his- 
tory and James Ford, Spanish, are the two well remem- 
bered teachers when it comes to sayings. “Laughter 
prevents me from going crazy,” said Ford. Some of the 
sayings from Pickett are “It’s going down like a Young 
Jock song,” “Wacky wild stuff,” “I have to, if not they 
{administration] are going to catch me riding dirty,” or 
“That’s lame with a side of beef stew.” 

Another teacher at Griffith that has a different saying 
is Shelia Vaclavik, English. Whenever her class starts to 
get loud during work time she says “Raise your hand if 
your talking.” The funny thing is no one usually raises 
their hand even though people are talking. 


“My favorite memory of high school is winning activities day junior year.” -Sarah Clark, 12 
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The Twitter #hashtag 

As Twitter became more and more popular 
throughout 2012, the hashtag began to spread 
from Twitter updates to Facebook statuses and 
text messages. Originally on Twitter, hashtagging 
a word or a phrase cause it to become a link. The 
link then leads to every Twitter update that has 
used the same hashtag. For example, clicking on 
#JustinBieber would lead someone to every Twit- 
ter update written about Justin Bieber. However, 
hashtagging has become more of a trendy phrase 
than a helpful link on the social network. Students 
often say “hashtag” while speaking with friends or 
even in texts. “Some people use it to describe their 
feelings instead of a trend,” said junior Emily Kuz- 
manoff. Some examples are “My mom just made 
me apple pie! #winning,” “Elf #that’smymovie,” or 
“Going to the park at midnight with my friends. 
#middleschoolmemories,” said junior Deziree 

Walker. 



quotes to remember 



2012 


'Deuce&f 

I “When leaving a place I put up the 
peace sign, pucker my lips and then 
say deuces! ” 

- Destiny Moore, 10 





a 
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“A thing we do when someone says 
something stupid. The other person 
swipes the back of the neck,” 

- Josh Terzarial, 9 


“Walking in the hallway doing deuc- 
es to Chloe (Norton] as an inside 

joke.” 

- Stefanie Soy, 11 



“Jordan: My hair is nappy. 
Sarah: No, it’s just not combed. 
Jordan: That’s a gill!” 

- Jordan Dillon, 9 




“Him: Well, I’m going to sleep. 
Her: Ok, good night. 

Him: Love you. 

Her: Thought I did.” 

- Mike Delpino, 10 


acAt&cuwict vHomettt oudievt. . . 



“You put your hands over a person’s 
face, thinking it’s your friend, but 
then your friend walks passed while 
the girl whose eyes you covered just 
looks at you.” - Christy Slagle, 9 


“When the girl from the other team 
tries to make a shot, and thought she 
made it, but majorly failed. Thought 
it was!” -Tyler Lipski, 10 



‘Tour teacher accuses you of cheat- 
ing and you tell them it’s team- 
work.” - Jenny La n fear, 12 



“Cross country and track are my favorite memories of high school.” -Tim Bullard, 12 








ce of the year is al- 
e best one. Last year’s Prom set the 
bar high, but this year’s was evpn better. It 
was my favorite high schopl W 

-Vicki Sohvais, 12 


On Friday, May 4th, last voted for me to be prom king,” said Adalpe. 
year’s prom king, senior Dining their crowning dance, Louie and Adalpe felt 
Tyler Yost, and queen, se- awkward with everyone standing around them, watching 
nior Emilee Tmeblood, an- them dance, and taking pictures. “It was really weird hav- 
nounced this year’s prom ing everyone stare at Taylor and I so we just looked at 

king and queen; juniors Je- each other and tried to make it as least awkward as pos- 

sus Adalpe and Taylor Louie. sible,” said Adalpe. 

“I know my mom would Louie was very nervous the whole week before prom, 
have been proud of me,” Louie When Louie gets nervous, her knees start to shake. Her 

said of her mother who passsed friends nicknamed her knees “Weak Wendys.” Junior 

away in 2011. Brett Brinkley had to calm her down at the dance be- 

Louie and Adalpe danced to fore the court walked onto the stage. “If Brett didn’t 
“Dancing Away With my Heart” calm me down, I would have had a panic attack,” 
by Lady Antebellum, for the first said Louie. 

song after their crowning. “I was happy that I got to share the glory of win- 

"I didn’t know so many people ning with Taylor," Adalpe said. “I felt like a celeb- 
voted for me. I had no idea I was go- rity.” 

ing to be on court, let alone win. It The celebrity feel fit right with this year’s prom 
didn’t really click when they called theme: “A Night in Hollywood.” 
my name,” said Louie. Junior class council met once a week for an 

When she got home that night and entire month to plan the prom theme. The 
told her dad and brother, they were ex- group ended up with three choices for the 
tremely excited and very proud of her. theme; glitter and black lights, Bollywood, 
When Louie’s friends, who didn’t go to and Hollywood. “A lot of people in class 
prom, found out she won prom queen, council are very opinionated, but somehow 
they went to her house and decorated her we came together to find a good theme,” 
room and car. She was very surprised, but said junior Sarah Galambos. 
happy when she got home. In order to agree on a theme, the group 

“My prom date, Steven Sharp, was great and conducted a hidden vote. In the end, class 
so was my king, Jesus,” said Louie. council president, junior Alyssa Melchor, 

Adalpe was also surprised that he won. “I was announced that the Hollywood theme 
shocked but honored that so many people had the most votes. 


Senior Rachelle Fogarty has been 
to prom two times; junior and 
semor year. This years prom was 
much fetter than last year for her 
since she spent half the dance 


in the bathroom crying 
her ex boy friend was 


because 
hanp- 


with his ex girl friend, 
year was so much fun. I 
loved the music but it’s upset- 
it was my last night 
like a princess,” said 

Fogarty. 


“Prom was amazing and it was easily the best dance.” -Megan Lesniewski, 12 
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Tm sad that this was 


“I think bringing my best friend to 
prom with me was a much better 
idea than bringing a boyfriend,’ said 
junior Ciarra Kroslack. “It was awe- 
some that he came in from Iowa to 
see me.” 


Looking for more grapes, junior 
Jazmine Bell gets the fruit she likes 
from the fruit table. “The food 
was pretty good. The fruit was 
my favorite because it's sweet and 
yummy in my tummy,” said Bell. 


In the middle of the crowd, senior 
Tiffany Burbridge dances with 
senior Garrett Walter. “It was my 
first prom and I would definitely 
do it again if I had the chance,” said 
Burbridge. 


While taking a break from danc- 
ing, senior Jamesha Estell and her 
friend, senior Alyssa Delgado, talk 
about how good the food was. “This 
prom was the best because of how 
great everyone looked," said Estell. 




Talking after dinner, 
seniors Shi Fassoth 
and Robbie Megqui- 
er discuss their plans 
for the weekend. 

“We had a great night 
together and it was a 
wonderful last senior 
dance,” said Meg- 
quier. 


What 




“I had a swell 
time because 
I got to spend 
my senior 
prom with 
my friends,” 
said senior 
Shawn Gal- 



The dance 
wasn’t great 
but I enjoyed 
going to the 
Dells with 
my friends,” 
said senior 
Ryan Biegel. 



“I liked the 
music be- 
cause they 
played di- 
verse songs,” 
said junior 
Daizja Hill. 


my last dance but I have a lot of great memories.” 


-Donny Hoover, 12 
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“I had the time of my hfe at prom this year. It was a great experience and I will never forget it.” -Andee Gonzales, 12 


To add more excitement to their 
kayak adventure, juniors Emma 
Blackard and Miryea Cisneros sang 
songs. “My favorite song that we 
sang was ‘Gold Digger’. We kept 
adding the word kayak into parts 
of the song to make us laugh” said 
Blackard. 

In order to get her family’s pon- 
toon boat ready to drive back to 
the dock, junior Stephanie Younker 
retrieved the anchor. “The morning 
after prom, my boyfriend, friends, 
and I drove up to my family’s cot- 
tage. We went fishing and drove 
the golf cart around,” said Younker. 
Her cottage is in Decataur, Michi- 
gan, on Lake of the Woods. 

Rate 


ypyr 

date 


Destiny Barajas, 11 
Date: Andrew Pelot, 10 


My Rate: 11 


“My date was funny, a great 
dancer, and she looked 
amazing #hashtagyolo.” 


After their exhausting prom week- 
ing, seniors Austin Foster, Andrew 
O’ Brien, and Ryan Biegel stopped 
to get a bite to eat at Ihop. ‘Those 
pancakes that I ate were amazingly 
good,” said Beigel 


■ 


Andy Duhon, 11 
Date: Ann Ficht, 11 


“He was a good date, he got 
me drinks, held my chair 
out, and never stopped 
dancing.” 
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Taking their scores from their long 
night of bowling at Set Um Up 
lanes senior Kalie Lastagarkov and 
her boyfriend Logan Denny try to 
figure out who won. “The dance 
was absolutely amazing, it was by 
far the best dance that I went to 
all through out high school,” said 
Lastagarkov. 




King & Queen 

Jesus Aldape & 

Taylor Louie 

“It was magical being with my queen 
and winning,” said Aldape. 

“I had an awesome prom court partner, 
Brett Brinkley, and winning with Jesus 
Aldape was amazing,” said Louie. 







“It was so cool to go to prom as a freshman.” -Justin Villalobos, 9 













un of high school is 

coming to(an end. It’s hard to believe all of the 
memories and friends we’ve made. It’s'going 
to be tough to - (}UC 

' -Eeryn Abram, 12 * 

Four years ago the Class Class of 2012, and then the Salutatorian senior Megan Tutde, Vale- 
of 2012 was starting their dictorian senior Joel Kepchar, and Class President senior Guistolisi 
freshman year and had no g ave their speeches. Finally it was time for Michelle Udchitz, Class 
idea that their’ high school Council ^onsor to present the class and Dr Peter Morikis, Su- 

* - - penntendent, and Griffith High School Board of Tmstees gave 

the seniors their diplomas. There were three graduates, seniors 
John Morikis, Morgan White, and Rachel Garastik that were able 
to receive their diploma from their parents that were on the 
school board. 

While senior Shae Siokos was walking up the steps to the 
stage to receive her diploma, she “tripped^ up the stairs and 
fell on to her stomach on the stage. She did this to honor 
her brother Steven Siokos, who passed away in 2010. Her 
brother Steven, who graduated in the class of 2007, had fall- 
en at his graduation ceremony, and then in 2010 her other 
brother, Shawn Siokos, fell for Steven, so Shae continued 
the tradition. 

Once every senior got back to their seats, Dr. Morikis 
pronounced the class to be officially graduated and ev- 
eryone clapped. “Overall graduation was successful and 
I was nervous, but excited to get my diploma,” said se- 
nior Kyair Frye. 


n 


career would fly by. All the 
games, dances, activities, 
sports, staying up late fin- 
ishing their homework, or 
studying for a test; they made 
it through the good and the 
bad times. Finally all their hard 
work payed off as they graduated 
on Sunday, June 3rd in the Main 
Gym at two o’clock. “Graduating 
just doesn’t seem real, it probably 
won’t kick in until the fall when 
we are back in school,” said senior 
Jennifer Teasdale. 

At graduation the Chorale had to 
sing the “The Star Spangled Banner” 
without Eddie Covarrubias, choir di- 
rector, because he received a new job 
on a cruise ship. Senior student direc- 
tor Brooke Brinkley led the Chorale to 
sing the song. “It was really sad to sing 
for the last time as a group, especially 
since Mr. C. wasn’t there to direct us,” 
said senior Sarah Guistolisi. 

Principal Bonnie Manuel recited the in- 
troductions and she ended her speech 
with “Have a great panther day, rawr (claw- 
ing the air)”. Next Manuel addressed the 


For some, graduation is exciting because it marks 
the end of high school. For others, however, it is very 
emotional, especially for those who were very close 
to senior Mark Rex, a classmate who passed away 
on July 21, 2011. Senior Ashley Noojin had the idea 
of having all the seniors wear a green ribbon for 
Rex. “We did it because a lot of people were close 
to him, and it’s hard to graduate without him, so 
the ribbon makes it seem like we graduated with 
him here,” said Noojin. At the end of Guistolisi’s 
speech she had a moment of silent for Rex. The 
Class of 2012 switched their tassels, said good- 
bye to Griffith High School, and began their 
first step toward the rest of their fives. 



Valedictorian 

Ooet TC&frckvi 




As tradition, the officers of the 
senior class gave a speech at the 
banquet. “I was never told to write 
a speech for the banquet, so I 
ended up writing it on a napkin 
that night, but it went well,” said 
senior Michelle Lesniewski. 


Throwing his cap in the air with 
his classmates, senior Robert 
Fleishman had one final celebra- 
tion with his fellow graduates. “It 
felt good to throw my cap because 
it continued a graduation tradi- 
tion,” said Fleishman. 




“I can’t believe senior year is over. I will miss all my friends at Griffith, but I can’t wait to start basic training.” -Kenneth Norsweather, 12 







Putting a ribbon on to remember 
senior Mark Rex, senior Kelsey 
Bonewits and Chance’s Walker 
prepare themselves to go to the 
graduation ceremony. “I thought 
it was a really thoughtful idea for 
the ribbons, because we are keep- 
ing Rex part of our memories and 
graduation,” said Walker. 

Class Officers: 

President: Sarah Guistolisi 
Vice President: Michelle Lesniewski 
Secretary: Stacie Hansen 
Treasurer: Emilee Trueblood 
Class Sponsors: Eddie Covarrubias, 
Michelle Udchitz, 
Russ Radtke 


Listening to Bonnie Manuel, 
principal, give her speech, senior 
Austin Foster sits with his class- 
mates, eagerly waiting to get his 
diploma. “Sitting there with my 
fellow graduates waiting to receive 
my diploma was a very bittersweet 
moment in my life,” said Foster. 



Settitn /cCoM* . 

Class Size: 226 
Class Flower: Mystery Lily 
Class Colors: Black and Gold 
Class Song: “My Wish” by Rascal Flatts 

Class Motto: “We came together as strangers 
but we leave as eternal friends.” 

Senior Banquet: April 26, 2012 
Graduation Date: June l, 2012 

What’s in r 0 

your future / 

College: 

Baker College 

Major: 

Food and Beverage 
Hospitality 

Reason why: 

I love the food indus- 
try and interacting with 
people. 


success is wnat anves 
me. I want to help oth- 
ers, be successful and 
have some type of an 
organizational role, 
love the food indus- 
try, so being a part of 
the food and beverage 
management has ev- 
erything I love in one 
job.” 

-George Walker, 12 



“Freshman to senior year went by really fast, but I’m excited to start my college career at IUN." -Adriana Gonzalez, 12 
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While enjoying the hot day outside 
instead of attending her regular 
classes, senior Chloe Oliver has a 
chat with her friends on the foot- 
ball field. It was so great to get to- 
gether with the people we’ve been 
with on this big adventure through 
high school,” said Oliver. 


After picking up his cap and gown, 
senior Tyler Morrison looks to the 
future with his college aspirations. 
“In the fall, I will be attending 
Valparaiso to study Biology,” said 
Morrison. 


Seyticn, ^ 

MaomuZ 


“These four years were great, but I am glad I am done and can move on with my life.” -Kenneth Norsweather, 12 


Waiting in line to receive his cap 
and gown, senior Ryan Bluhm 
remembers all his great times he 
had in high school. “It feels like 
just yesterday I was a freshman and 
now I’m graduating, class of 2012,” 
said Bluhm. 
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Experiencing the perks of being 
a senior, Ryan Graan reminisced 
about past times that he and his 
group of friends shared throughout 
the four years of high school. The 
senior day was pretty relaxing and 
the cookout was cool, too,” said 
Graan. 
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Stephanie Brandner 
& Jacob Schnoor 




Chloe Oliver 
& Shawn Gallina 


Tiffany Burbridge 
& Robert Fleishman 


Emilee Trueblood & 
Zach Muller 



Rachel Solar 
& Jacob Schnoor 







Quincy Moore 



Reitz 
& Tim Bullard 



.pel 




Taylor Steffan 
& Josh Chalifoux 



Brooke Brinkley 
& Mark Rex 
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Kelsey Bonewits & Melissa 
Miller 

Cole Felde & Austin Foster 



Hanna Vrabely & 


Shi Fassoth 
& Robbie Megquier 

JP W \voVri 


Josilyn Byers & 
Carlton Vilhant 

WkeW '° 


Kahssa Greenlaw 
& Erik Augustyn 


Steven Malone 

rf4 \n« IC "' 


Kelsey Bonewits 
& Garrett Litke 


Samantha Aguilar 
Mark Nellman 


Oliva Gates Ahce Duhon & 

& Nathan McNeill Avery Malerich 


Samantha Aguilar 
& Tyler Yost 


Sarah Guistolisi & 
Greg Rothchild 




Brittany Anderson & 
Nathan McNeill 


tor 


e \ef 


Billie Reitz & 
Ben Reitz 


Tm upset to say good-bye to the memories I’ve 


made here, but excited to start a new chapter in 


my life.” -Brittiany Anderson, 12 










Griffith High Sc ho ol' £ is *a example, many students become teachers’ aides in order to free up some of 
place in which many friend- their time. “I aide for Mrs. [Julie] Wencloff (science), and s he kee ps me ■busy, 
^slupsTanau n^mon es are made, but ever) chance I have, I finish my homework,” said junior Aile) Clark. 
Every day ^y^fsTitsT ^is ^tOM Man) students also take Independent Research classes to learn more in 
witness groups laughing in the subjects in which they excel. These I.R. classes can help students in the 
hallway at inside jokes and strik- long run as well as allow them to follow their personal i nterests.^Sin ce 
ing up 3, random conversations I’m going to college for magazine writing and editing, being^mirThe’Edge’' 
about Jim Pickett’s jokes and Bon- as my I.R. for four years has helped me for my future (^^n^saicl senior 
nie Manuel’s random discussions Cali Lemus. ^ Mjk 

with classes. However, there is also Balancing schoolwork, studying, and fmishing^projects with a social 1 
something more quiete, and argu- life and sports, however, ^can prove to be very difficult. Many fiShmeni 
ably more important happening may find themselves rushing to finish the cell project the Tlmreaay' 
constantly: learning. GHS offers a night before it is due' instead of watching the latest episode of Jer- 
wide array of classes, designed to satis- sey Shore. While Sunday nights are supposed to be for relaxing and 
fy the needs and wants of each student watching Lifetime movies, they are .commonl y.actually used as a last 
who walks through the entrance every minute time slot to finish any we ekend'nomuwork. “I mainly wait, 
morning. There are an array of art class- until the last minute, Sunday night, to do [weekend homewofkKjj 
es for the creatively inclined students, AP said freshman Sarah Dodson. 44 * 
classes for those^vho enjoy challenges, “I finish my work in sch oolj so^ Iyhaveiti me 
and even c omouterp - lasses* for students after school,” said sophomore 
who are seelum^F^e^^^^w^fieldnf Many seniors ha\ 
tec hnolo^o^ pro ^ammin y^^^^^^^^M| i ii In ii il iml college 
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“Top Ten involves a lot of work 
that you need to get done in time 
and waiting until the last minute 
is not something you want to do." 
-Joel Kepchar, 12 


'“Work hard to get the best grades 
I that you can get. Although all of 
the school work gets stressful, it re- 
ally pays off in the end.” 

-Sarah Guistolisi, 12 


'“Start working hard freshman year 
l and it'll pay off by senior year.” 
-Vicki Solivais, 12 


f “Try your best and work really 
hard. Don’t take it too seriously.” 
-Michelle Lesniewski, 12 


I “Pay attention in all of your classes 
and try to get involved in extra 
activies so you don't always focus 
on school.” 

-Elizabeth Kras, 12 


“You can’t start caring about Top 
> Ten your senior year. Work hard 
through all of high schooL When 
you enter senior year, continue to 
work hard because it will pay off.” 
-Amy Russell, 12 

“Don’t revolve your life around be- 
ing in Top Ten. Just enjoy your life. 
If it happens, it happens." 

-Ted Fitzgerald, 12 


“No matter how stressful school 
may get, the key is to just relax and 
just do the best that you can.” 
-Brooke Brinkley, 12 


1 


While sitting in chemistry, senior 
Megan Tuttle kicks back and 
relaxes during Mrs. KV’s lecture. 

“I like to relax in class because 
I feel like I leam better,” said 
Tutde. 


2 “You can’t slack on any of your 
homework assignments and you 
have to work your hardest." 
-Megan Tutde, 12 


4 "Time management is a major fac- 
tor to working your way up to Top 
Ten, as well as balancing friends, 
work, and activities." 

-Stacie Hansen, 12 


Tik&ctom 


Bop to the Top! 

Ten seniors worked diligently since their freshman 
year to make it all the way to the top of their class. 


Top Ten consists of students who juggle their every day 
lifestyles along with their academic studies. They de- 
vote their time to keep up in their enriched/hon- 
ored classes. Not only do they dedicate around 
eight hours a week to doing their homework, all 
ten have taken part in a time-consuming after 
school activity. 

Senior Elizabeth Kras has bowled all four years 
in high school and she also took the role as captain 
for the last two years. “During the season, it’s difficult 
t o V juggle school and bowling. In the end, it was worth it 

though because it was a time I was able to be stress free and have fun,” 
said Kras. Even though she constandy bowls during the week and weekends, she 
managed to claim a spot in Top Ten. She also has participated in drama, Interna- 
tional Club, and National Honor Society. 

When Friday comes, everyone in Top Ten enjoys the weekends because they 
have the opportunity to catch up on their sleep and just take a break from all 
their enriched classes. This is their time to just unwind and not think about 
school. On the weekends, senior Brooke Brinkley enjoys spending time with her 
friends and most of all she enjoys babysitting. “I live for the weekends because it 
gives me time to do other things besides homework,” said Brinkley. 


Right before chorale enters the 
stage, senior Brooke Brinkley 
warms up her vocal chords. 

“Choir has always been my favorite 
class because singing relieves stress 

42 “When you Utter, the only real trash is you.’ -Joel Kepchar, 12 and it’s something I really enjoy,” 

said Brinkley. 





In the middle of her game, senior 
Amy Russell takes ahold of the ball. 
“Being a part of a team is quite the 
experience. Everyone puts all their 
efforts in preparation and it’s nice 
to watch it all on game day. I am 
going to miss high school soccer 
and my teammates,” said Russell. 



At the NHS’s movie night, seniors 
Stacie Hansen and Michelle Lesn- 
iewski help collect the tickets. “We 
were both amazed at how much 
people gave to the two families we 
supported,” said Hansen. 


: - jsl 



Seniors Ted Fitzgerald and Joel 
Kepchar both lend a helping hand 
at this year’s Coffee Night. “Working 
with the sound board was very fun 
and interesting. I’ll miss doing this 
next year,” said Kepchar. 


Top Ten 2012 


Joel Kepchar 

“I’m going to Rose-J 
Hulman Institute anal 
my major is 

engineering. 

Sarah Guistolisi 

3 


I’m going to IU, 
and my major is 

pre-med.” 



ft 


Vicki Solivais 


“I’m going to Ball State 
or Valpo and my major 
is 


or 



^ 

0 


Elizabeth Kras 


“I’m going to Grann 
view Iowa and my 
major is 


biology/ 

chemistry 



Megan Tuttle 


“I’m going to IU and 


my major is 

chemistry 


Stacie Hansen 




chemistry 
pre-dentistry. 

Michelle Lesniewski 
7 

Calumet and my 
major is 

nursing.” 



I’m going to IU 
Bloomington and my 
major is 

pre-med.” 


Amy Russell 


“I’m going to IU 1 
Bloomington and mjj 
major is 

psychology 

Ted Fitzgerald 

8 ^ “I’m going to the 

# United States Air 
Force Academy and 

n my major is 

computer 

engineering.” 

Brooke Brinkley 

a 10 

I i 

“I’m going to PurduF ^ 
and my major isj 


nursing. 


I 


“High school was a fun experience but I’m really excited for college.” -Elizabeth Kras, 12 






Expect the Unexpected ... 

When we think the change is over, it has really just begun. Griffith 
endures a second year with countless changes throughout the halls. 


Not every school day includes just learning 
and developing social skills, there are many 
coundess unexpected situations that happen 
throughout the year. 

Sitting in Sarah Cohen’s Algebra I class in Jan- 
uary, there was a bird walking around in the 
ceiling during second hour. “It was distracting 
me from learning. I wanted to let the bird out 
but Ms. Cohen would not let me,” said junior 
Matt Kitzmiller. Senior Tina Horton was star- 
ded by the bird. “I hate birds because I don’t 
like when they flap their wings. It freaks me 
out,” said Horton. 

At the same time, there was also a bird dis- 
tracting students in Marilyn Brunk’s pre-calcu- 
lus class and in Ray Gonzalez’s Spanish I class. 
During their prep hour, the bird flew out of the 
hole in the ceiling and two custodians came to 
catch the bird. 

“When the bird flew out of the ceiling, it did 
not scare me because I heard it tapping around 
in the ceiling. However, what surprised me is 
that three adults had a hard time catching it 
and one of them had a net,” said Gonzales. 



H 


This year during Homecoming, the usual 
activities day was changed into a pep rally 
for the Homecoming Court “I missed see- 
ing all of the events take place and just the 
overall activities day,” said senior Vanessa 
Blankenship. 


Never knew it was coming.... 



The firedrill that everyone thought was 
a senior prank the day of the Homecom- 
ing game on September 23rd at 12:36 
p.m, turned out to be just dust in the 
vents of the ceramics room. No one knew 
what was going on until students were let 
back into the building. “I was really mad 
because I was standing in the lunch line 
and the alarm went off and I was really 
hungry.” -Samantha Fuller, 10 


44 “Our new lunches are horrible.” -Tyrus Jenkins, 10 






On the first day of school, students re- 
turned to a new lunch program. Students 
have mixed feelings about the new lunch- 
es. Most of the students, however, do not 
like them. “I don’t like our lunches, we 
have to wait in line way too long,” said 
Sarah Balboa, 9. 



Starting in December right before winter 
break, students were allowed to start wear- 
ing pockets on their sweaters. “I spent all 
my money on Columbias and I didn’t get 
to wear them but now I’m happy that I 
can,” said Courtney Bell, 9. 



For most students when Travis Walls, sci- 
ence, came to the high school from the 
middle school, it was compledy unexpect- 
ed. “Even though Mr. Walls is crazy and 
loud he is still good at what he does,” said 
Andrew Rothchild, 11. 



With a new year came new enriched math 
books. “No one likes the new books be- 
cause the book doesn’t teach you. All you 
learn is how to work in a group and to use 
a graphing calculator. The notes don’t cor- 
respond to the homework,” said Taylor 
Backe, 11. 



During J.R. Fords’s Spanish class semester 
one final students wore Spongebob party 
hats to mess around before Christmas 
break. “The hats weren’t planned and we 
all needed to relax before finals. Mr. Ford 
thought we would chicken out so we wore 
them anyway,” said Brandon Gale, 11. 



After Christmas break, all of Krystal Bandy’s, 
science, students had a surprise. She left 
her teaching position to be a forensic sci- 
entist in Indianapolis. Laura Mynsberg was 
the new science teacher. “Ms. Mynsberg is a 
very cool teacher and I’m happy she is my 
teacher,” said Cesar Rodriguez, 9. 



On January twenty-third in the 
school cafeteria, seniors Garrett 
Litke and Robert Fleishman take 
advantage of the new after school 
snack program before heading to 
basketball practice. “I think it is a 
fantastic idea to have the program,” 
said Litke. 


While eating during the Newspa- 
pers Christmas party, an unexpect- 
ed brawl occurred. “It was unex- 
pected to fight Mr. Smock because 
he was the one that bought the 
light saber for me for Secret Santa. 

Even though he didn’t have a 
fight saber, he decided to batde 
me with his Voldemort stick,” said 
junior Matthew Seiluns. 


“It’s easier to find stuff with just pockets then it is to find stuff 
with no hoods or pockets.” -Irene Gutierrez , 11 
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“I would get rid of the three finger rule 
because most shirts that aren’t three 
fingers aren’t even low.” 

-Jody Cunningham, 10 


While catching up on some sleep 
in Dan Santori’s statistics class, 
senior Troy Yamelle gets an embar- 
rassing mark from his notebook, 

“I sleep in all of my class, all of the 
time. I’m just always tired," said 
Yamelle. 


Some teachers allow electronics 
while others do not. Seniors Bri- 
anna Nelson and Andre Windmon 
take advantage and take out their 
iPods. 1 always listen to my favorite 
song. Countdown, by Beyonce dur- 
ing class,” said Nelson. 


While eating a McDonalds parfait, 
senior Brittni McLemore avoids 
paying attention. “I always eat in 
class because it’s really easy to 
sneak snacks in your purse,” said 
McLemore. 


Toeing the T ine 

Students at Griffith'Hrgh School are constantly pushing 
the rules to their boundaries and frustrating the staff. 

S iles that are 

made to be broken 


In every school, 
there are always 
rules that drive 
the students abso- 
lutely crazy. One 
of those rules is 
not being allowed 
to wear hoods. 
Even though the 
rule that students 
were not allowed 
to wear pockets 


1 


texting in class 


was revoked, stu- 
dents are still not 
allowed to wear 
I hoods or hoodies. 

“We should be 
able to wear hoods 
because it’s re- 
ally cold and most 
sweaters without 
hoods are ugly,” l y 
said sophomore Swearing hoods 
Rebecca Perez. 

“I’m thrilled we 
get to wear pockets 
again. I even went 
out and bought a 
new Northface,” 
said junior Chris 
Benko. 


eating 


on the desks 


TV hat dcAeoi nute (mulct you 
yet %ict ofi 

1 would get rid of not being able to 
wear holes in our jeans because we 
get to wear shorts, so we should be 
able to have holes in our jeans.” 

-Mia DalSanto, 11 
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“Breaking the dress code rules are really easy because my teachers don’t care. I’ve never gotten in 
trouble for dress code violations.” -Breanna Sanchez, 10 










A day m ^ Griffith High School 


“Well, I had never seen a leotard 
before so I decided to wear it be- 
cause I wanted to see how it felt,” 
said senior David Stokes. Stokes 
was wearing senior Jenny Lanfear's 
leotard that she had in her bag for 
cheerleading practice after school. 

During a fire drill, senior Avery 
Malerich stands next to his “look- 
a-like,” Justin Schroeder, English. 
“When I looked at Mr. Schroeder, I 
thought that I resembled him so I 
announced it to everyone outside,” 
said Malerich. 


“I couldn’t live without 
texting. If I didn’t have my 
phone during first hour, 
I would have nothing to 
do and be bored. I’m con- 
standy texting the ladies.” 
-Jordan Mull, 10 

The Texter 


“I always drink in my sec- 
ond hour. I get really thirsty 
and I’d rather be drinking 
something than learning 
things I’ll never need.” 
-Miriah Berrios, 10 


The Drinker 


“I’m never without my 
music. I was listening to 
Drake because the class 
is really easy and boring. 
There’s really no point in 
paying attention when I 
understand it right away.” 
-Dominique Anderson, 10 

The Listener 


“By fourth period, I’m 
ready to crash. Even if I 
wasn’t sleeping, I wouldn’t 
be paying attention. And 
somehow the desks are 
more confortable in fourth 
hour.” 

-Antonio Suarez, 9 

The Sleeper 


“The easiest rules to break are dress code, no hoods, and no texting because breaking those rules 

are easy.” -Miriah Berrios, 10 









Aides (90%) 


Taking A Step Beyond 

Finding the extra time to firm electives, aide hours, 

and out of class activities. 


For most high school students, we are always 
trying to find that much needed extra minute 
of time to get relief from the chaos of every 
day problems such as homework, relationships, 
and all of the other unnecessary drama. For 
most students, there is no time during our 
busy schedules to have any free time available. 
For some students, they find their extra time 
during their aide hour here at school. 

“My aide hour is the one time of the 
day where I know I don’t have 
to worry about the troubles of 
studying, taking tests, or doing 
homework,” said senior Clarissa 
Hardy. On the other hand, for 
many students they think the 
complete opposite about aide 
hours. Starting this school year, you 
do not receive a credit for having 
an aide hour. In the eyes of most 
students, being an aide for someone 
seen as poindess without receiving a credit. 
“If I’m going to be stuck in school for eight hours, 
I should at least receive a credit for it; even if that 
means I am just helping out another teacher,” 
said senior Courtney Hargis. 

Another elective that some students find as 
a somewhat relaxing hour is an I.R. period. 
The word I.R. stands for independent research. 


which allows the student to look more in depth 
during the class period and really understand the 
purpose behind the whole class. At the end of the 
semester, each student has to turn in a project 
about their findings during the semester. The 
class is almost identical to an aide hour, except 
that at the end of each semester each student has 
to turn in a final project about their learnings. 

One student that is currendy taking 
an I.R. this semister is Vicki 
Solivais. She is an I.R. for Lynn 
Rhodes’ child development 
class. 

“My favorite part about 
having an IR period is that 
the class allows me to do 
everything on my own 
schedule. By taking this class, 
it gives me more time to go 
really into detail with the subjects that 
I find more interesting,” said Solivais. 

Students should not be punished for taking a 
class or having a period that they actually are 
interested in. Even though I.R. and aide hours are 
classes that are entertaining alternatives to sitting 
in an unnecessary class, credits should still be 
awarded to students who actually take the time 
to devote hours of research and put extra work 
into a project. 


Would you rather aide or have an elective? 


Electives (10%) 


Tfyo 


warn 


ever 
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ham 


teacher 


you 
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hi m 


but I feel as if electives 
more important..’ said 


Mass 


Rapka 


Nikki 


Stacking up books, senior Nick 
Stassin helps out Travis Walls, 
science, during his aide hour. 
“Being an aide allows me to 
have that extra time to finish my 
homework when I know I won’t 
have time to finish it later,” said 
Stassin 



“Mrs. Uditchz is nice and really cool to work with. Being an aide is nice because most of the time I just do homework.” -Mallory Baccino, 12 
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-Jessica Zubik, '< L 

“I like choir the best because we 
take really cool trips and I like the 
different kinds of music that we 
learn." 




Melissa Vieyra, 10 


The purpose behind Child 
Development class is to have 
students get the hands-on 
experience of having a child. 
“Babies are a wonder of life. But in 
a way. they suck,” said junior Kristy 
Hosein. 


“I enjoy working on The Edge during 
my I.R. period because I have 
more time to use my creativity to 
make the pages better,” said senior 
Elizabeth Kras. The Edge has a total 
of four issues that each student has 
to complete by the end of each 
quarter. 


One of the benefits of being an I.R. 
is that you can work at your own 
pace on your own time. “Being an 
I.R. allows me to explore different 
art forms that are more interesting 
to me. Throwing is my favorite 
because it’s something that I really 
enjoy doing,” said senior Catena 
Root. 


In Psychology, students perform 
a reflex lab to see how their eye, 
knee, and sight reflexes work. “It 
wasn’t very enjoyable having that 
toy being puffed into your eye,” 
said senior Ciara Taylor. 


“Ceramics is an easy and entertaining class. I get to 


talk t my friends while I work.” -Rebecca Perez, 10 


49 





Learning Times Two 

The advantages of taking dual credit classes include 
earning credit while learning the rigors of college. 




Dual credit classes are not for just anyone. The course 
availability requirements for admission are rank- 
acauMt\ in g hi the upper one-third of the class, having 
4e <7 <uu \ a 11 accumu l at ive grade point average of 3.0 or 
I greater, and an SAT score of at least a 460 in 
J mathematics, critical reading, and writing, or a 


\ -Sierra yutierre}, 11 / 46 on the PSAT in all three categories. “Taking 

\ / dual credit classes in high school will benefit the 

s' students when it comes to money since it’s only 
\ / $25 a credit hour in high school and $100 a credit 

y hour in college,” said Christine Chidichimo, math. 

The amount of dual credit classes has doubled from 7 classes to 14 
classes in the past year. Students have more of an opportunity to get in a credit 
hour that can benefit them in the long run. “I took dual credit classes because 
I wanted to get some of my college credits out of the way,” said senior Amanda 
Bakko. 

There are many colleges in Indiana that accept these credits such as Purdue 
North Central, Ivy Technical Institute, Purdue Calumet, and Indiana University 
Nothwest. Students can also take online classes with the college credits earned 
in highschool. “Homework assignments are more challenging and the class 
goes at a faster pace,” said senior Steven Malone. 


What are you taking the credit for.. 

/fP <n 'Duel (fyietUt? 


While doing a Skull Characteristic 
lab in AP Biology, juniors Stephanie 
Younker and Zack Grin examine 
a skull. “It was interesting to know 
what teeth in a skull look like,” said 
Grin. 


SO 


“AP classes are a lot of work but it’s easy as long as you keep up with homework.” -Kylah Eatman, 12 







J.R. Ford, foreign language, tells junior 
Jordan Gonzalez to go up to the 
board and write the Spanish com- 
mand with a pronoun, digamelo dur- 
ing Spanish HI. “Spanish keeps getting 
more challenging but I manage to 
keep a good grade,” said Gonzalez. 

In the middle of AP U.S. history, 
Luann Pramuk had her students write 
an essay from the slavery packet. “I 
am bad at history, but I took it any- 
ways because it is an AP class,” said 
junior Jeanette Salazar. 




Singing “Angels” in choir, senior 
Brooke Brinkley demonstrates the 
song so they can edit parts in the 
program, Garageband. “Choir is my 
favorite class and Mr. Covarrubias is 
my favorite teacher,” said Brinkley. 




During AP English, seniors Rachel 
Garastik and Stacie Hansen acted 
out a skit for Macbeth. Senior Rob- 
bie Szabo played a girl. “Robbie 
Szabo looked adorable in a dress,” 
said Hansen. 


With an empty paper towel roll, ju- 
niors Cindy Mclnemey and Emma 
Blackard participate in the activity 
to leam about inverse graphs. “Pre- 
cal was challenging at first and get- 
ting used to the book was difficult,” 
said Blackard. 


Ti/kat ctaea it take fo &e a*t 
/fP atadmt? 

“You have to manage your time 
so you can get all of your work 
done.” -Steven Marquez, 1 1 

“It takes energy and time to be an 
AP student.” -Alice Duhon, 12 

‘To be an AP student, it takes being 
responsible and doing your homework 
before the day it’s due." -Shi Fassoth, 1 2 



“I think AP classes give you a touch of college while you’re still in high school so you’ll know what to expect.” -Brittni McLemore, 12 




Changing it Up 

Instead of sitting in a desk from class to class, students 
switch it up by learning through more interesting activities 


S*koc£ d cdtc'uuztiue 
teac&itty dtyte t&OM 
leevutittfy faun a 
- 'pcuiA /IcUund. 9 


While substituting for English teacher Kristina Collard while she was on 
\ maternity leave, Joshua Smock always had a surprise for his classes. 
*7 leaiKed tHO-’te cuit£ \ On his first day of substituting, Smock had his classes take a per- 
sonality quiz, which made the students draw different pictures 
that represented different things in their lives. “The personality 
quiz was really interesting and it actually summed up my char- 
acter. And he let us put in unicorns,” said freshman Terra Martin. 
Smock had different methods of teaching that attracted the stu- 
dents attention. From having the students take off their shoes dur- 
ing the poetry unit to making the journalism students interrogate 
each other to answer the six questions for interviews and articles. Tm 
a creatively inclined person and I wait for ideas to come to me that would 
keep students on their toes. I wanted to not do the same routine because when you follow 
the same routine every day it grows stale, and the students are not going to listen as much,” 
said Smock. Not only was Smock’s way of teaching unique, so was the classroom. Everyday the 
classroom was set up in a different way. There were rows, groups, and occasionally he would take 
out all the desks. “When the desk changed every other week it made the room more exciting. 
My favorite is when the desks were set up like a sunshine,” said freshman Kentrell Darnell Allen. 

During the poetry unit in English, Smock had the students blindfolded, so they can use their 
other senses to understand poetry. “I learned more being blindfolded because you feel what is 
written rather then just reading it,” said senior Eric Navarro. The students even had to walk around 
the school and listen to poetry in different environments. 

Changing some of the aspects of learning helps the students focus more on the material. Some- 
times it’s more intriguing to add exciting learning activities or change up the same routine that 
is involved in the everyday classroom. 



52 “Working in groups gives me the opportunity to talk to other people.” -Brian Stinnett, 10 



On Friday the 13th in Rebecca 
Koonce’s earth and space science 
class, the students took graham 
crackers and demonstrated plate 
tectonics. “It was a good example 
for me because I could eat the 
end result,” said freshman Antonio 
Mohoi. 





Cutting a piece of tube, senior 
Robert Fleishman was working 
on building a house at the Career 
Center. “I like being at the Career 
Center because I can do what I like 
to do in life instead of sitting in 
school,” said Fleishman. 

Measuring the difference of the 
tube length and view, junior Kim 
Dye was introduced to the rational 
function chapter in pre-cal en- 
riched. “This type of lesson helps 
us interact with each other with 
not just a pencil and paper,” said 
Dye. 


In Biology n, juniors Ali Acevedo, 
Jesus Aldape, Rosie Quintanilla, 
and senior Billie Reitz were nam- 
ing the parts of the body. "Having 
a 3D example of learning is better 
then just learning from the book,” 
said Aldape. 

Making a resume, in the entrepre- 
neur class at the Career Center, 
junior Daizja Hill likes doing busi- 
ness related activities. “The class 
is very exciting, and it opens the 
mind to be more creative,” said 
Hill. 


“I like alternative learning because it expands the understanding of the lesson.” -Cristina Aldape, 12 


At the Career Center, junior 
Kelsie Lunsford is practicing 
talking on the radio. The Career 
Center is working on running a 
station.”Broadcasting is very unique 
and not a lot of people can say they 
do what I do,” said Lunsford. 
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“Having QTOUIDS in Algebra I be- 
cause I learn more/' -Jonathan Adams, 9 

“Watching videos because it helps 

me understand what I’m learning.” -Karina 
Silva, 1 1 


PowerPoints because it is 

easier to visualize.” -Cole Wimmer, 10 
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Mandatory classes 

Every Griffith student is required to take core 
classes to be able to graduate from high school 



oiutA fane da you 
&he*td ok uoun, komecoaik? 

“I spe 4 t two hours 
on my homework.” 

-Lisa Dabney, 9 

“I spend almost three 
hours on my homework 
before I go to practice.” - 
Mathew Potacki, 9 

“►■spend an hojur and a 
half on my homework.” 

-Kortland Bryant, 1 1 


While working on vocabulary, ju- 
nior Mercedes Hermosillo trys not 
to laugh at her classmates in Sheila 
Vaclavik’s English class. “I like doing 
vocab. It helps expand my vocabu- 
lary,” said Hermosillo. 




“Core classes are important because without them, students wouldn’t know as much as we do 
for college.” -Courtney Laviolette, 10 



While working on a worksheet in 
Scott MacFarland’s accounting class, 
junior Jackie Johns trys to maintain 
her A in the class. “Mr. Mac knows 
how to break stuff down when you 
don’t understand something,” said 
Johns. 

As junior Stephanie Younker makes 
a poster for a presentation in Sheila 
Vaclavik’s English class, she thinks 
of drawing on the person next to 
her. “Mrs. Vaclavik’s class consists of 
taking good notes and fun proj- 
ects,” said Younker. 





After returning from three days 
of absences, sophomore Kathryn 
Baum gets help from sophomore 
Joshua Kime on how to name 
polyotomic ions in Emily O’brien’s 
chemistry class. "Chem A is a diffi- 
cult class but once you understand 
it, it just clicks,’ said Baum. 


Sitting in Keith Mitchell’s math 
class, sophomores Alana Vega and 
Jared Lowe laugh at a drawing mak- 
ing fun of the class. “Mr. Mitchell’s 
class can be very interesting at 
times,” said Vega. 




To Pre-Calculus or not to Pre-Calculus? "7 bat id tAe <flue4tio*if 

Pre-calculus Not To Pre-calculus 





Core Classes 

Students 



kAs a student, there are many compli- 
cations. Although she does get Bs 
and Cs, freshman Emily Herron 
would like to change how hard 
her core classes are. She likes 
the experiments in her 
biology class which is 
y* taught by Julie Wencl- 

m J XofU 


T. But she is going 


rT^^l^t 0 try her hardest 


to pull up her 
grades and 
improve 
her core 
class- 


es. 


“Education today, careers tomorrow.” -Margaret Cartwright, 12 
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Working on the solutions lab, 
sophomores Marquise Henry and 
Jessica Bahena-Alvarez measure 
chemicals. “Chem A has probably 
been my favorite science class 
because I’m interested in learning 
about chemistry,” said Henry. 


Lab Learning 

Science and psychology students participafe^n 
labs for a different kind of learning experience. 


When given the option to taste a newly dissected 
sheep brain after a psychology class finishes one 
of their many labs, almost every student at 
Griffith High School would pass at the chance. 
But if you ask senior Robbie Megquier if he 
would like a bite, you might be surprised by 
his answer. 

“The brain tasted gross and felt really weird. It 
was just one of those spur of the moment things,” 
said Megquier, 12. 

A lot of classes do not particpate in such exciting labs as psychology 
does. More of the basic science classes, such as Chem B and Earth 
Space Science, take part in more standard labs, with the occasional com- 
puter lab. 

“Chem B labs are usually pretty easy. If you pay attention during the pre- 
lab, the lab itself flys by during the period if you follow all the directions. It’s 
really hard not to get a good grade,” said sophomore Jasmine Alvarez. 

Teachers take labs very seriously because of all the chemicals and haz- 
ards. “I always make sure that my students are behaving during labs because 
someone could get seriously hurt,” said Rebecca Koonce, science. 


Trusting senior Robbie Szabo to 
guide her, senior Tori Louviere par- 
takes in a psychology sight lab. “My 
group did surprsingly well. Robbie 
was a good guide and nobody ran 
into anything,” said Louviere. 


Taking notes on their lab, juniors 
Emma Blackard and Angel Nunez 
launch their rocket “ After he 
[Angel] launched it I jumped out 
of the way because I thought it was 
going to hit me!’ said Blackard. 


Writing down results from the Met- 
al Reaction lab, sophomores Sarah 
Koliboski and Madi Kent observe 
the reactions of magnesium. “Chem 
A labs are pretty exciting, especially 
with a good partner,” said Kent 
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“Labs 


are really easy if you pay attention in class and don’t act stupid.” -Taryn Grin, 10 






Pre-lab in Process 

7eac/ien- ve Student / 


(wyuH4 

“Any lab with [sophomore] 
Brianne Basham was fun, but 
dissecting the worm was my 
favorite.” 


“I love doing labs because I 
really like experimenting and 
getting results,” said senior Em- 
ily Witvoet. Witvoet and partner, 
junior Melissa Smith, try to fin- 
ish their Chem II acid/base lab 
before class ends. 


{awnite Cede at 


“Using the microscope helped me 
understand more about biology,” 
said freshman Danielle Falkner. 
Falkner and partner sophomore 
Cecily Jones worked together on all 
their biology labs first semester. 


Focusing on their Chem II lab, 
senior Marris Mihalick and junior 
Patrick Weber work on the titration 
lab. “Chem II labs are always a lot 
of work, but they’re usually fun and 
I learn a lot,” said Mihalick. 



“Teachers have to do 
way more to prepare 
for labs because they 
have to make sure 
everything is safe for 
the kids,” 

-Julie Wencloff, 
science. 


'VS 



“Students have to 
prepare more for labs 
because they have to 
take tons of notes for 
the prelab.” 
-Abigail Muffett. 

“ i 


For the E. coli lab in 
A.P. Biology, students 
had to use alcohol, 
distilled water, and 
dye to complete their 
lab and get their 
results. 


-Tori Traicoff, 9 

todccU 


"I liked the (physics) rocket lab 
because we got to go outside 
to shoot them.” 

-Sammi Adams, 11 




“My favorite Chem A lab was 
the flame test because of all the 
colors from the reactions." 
-Matt Csonka, 10 



“Labs are a good way to pass the time in class.” -Jacob Loomis, 11 
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NHS Toy Drive 

Operation: Cnristmas Morning 


To be inducted into the National Honor Society is one of The honor society has been successful in other events also, 
the biggest accomplishments of many high school students. This year the honor society conducted a food drive through 
Once inducted, many responsibilities arise, including mak- senior Hanna Vrabely’s grandparent’s church. Saint Vincent 
ing all of the meetings and helping with any events. DePaul. “My grandparents run the food drive through their 

Every year during the Christmas holiday season, the Griffith church and this year they were extremely low on goods. 
National Honor Society hosts an event to raise funds for the My grain lina said that the honor so- 

needy. The past two years, the NHS members have collected , ^ U vc **** ciety really helped them,” said Vra- 

items for a family that was unable to have Christ- ^ ^ ' bely. Tjfe foodrarive takes place twice 

mas in the past. To kelp raise money to ' eveiy^ear. (MS National Honor So- 

for the toy drive, tlie HondMRiety ^ yd <f** ciety participated in November, bringing 

hosted a movie nigli^howAin the tki^ in dozens of canned goods. 

auditorium, the movie Polar Express 'g p tk^' This year the honor society had many new inducties; all 

was played and the proceeds went direedy to the of whom were able to contribute throughout the year. The 

funds for the two families. “Last year we were only able to National Honor Society offers a fulfilling way for the stu- 
provide one family with a Christmas, so it was great to be dents to get involved with community service and with the 
able to do two this year,” said senior Rachel Garastik. school. 



Juniors Blaire Gearhart and Jackie 
Johns wrap presents in pajamas 
the night of the NHS toy drive and 
movie showing of Polar Express. “I 
was so touched by everyone’s gen- 
erosity. So many people brought 
in toys and money for the two 
families we provided a Christmas 
for,” said Johns, “the children and 
the family will be so greatful.” 


Marilyn Brunk’s fourth hour won 
the annual Student Council food 
drive because they brought in the 
most canned goods and various 
other items. “We stocked up on 
soap because it was worth the 
most points. A lot of families will 
benefit from all of the products 
we brought in,” said junior Julie 
Duvnjak. 


60 “I am proud about how well NHS did for the two familes for Christmas; we brought in a lot more than I thought we would.” -Stefanie Soy, 11 




In order to get onto yearbook staff, 
you must take journalism and then 
you must complete an application 
to get on staff Freshman Kaidynn 
Mang was very excited when she 
learned she got onto Reflector. “1 
didn’t want to be on yearbook at 
first, but Mr. Smock convinced me. 
I’m really glad that I did it,” said 
Mang. 




On a Smaller Scaie 


“We'K’ok part in DECA 
District in order to go 
to state. Once you have 
competed and won at 
state, you are able to 
compete at the interna- 
tional level.” 

-Ross Myers, 11 


ft 


I was more than 
ppy to help Mrs. 
Dumezich design the 
wheelchair basketball 
game shirt for National 
Disabilities Awareness 
Month because I enjoy 
volunteering mw 
-Hanna Vra| 


lytime. 








In order to be in Chorale, you 
have to try out and every year the 
members in Chorale have the 
opportunity of going on a class 
trip. Students in Chorale got to go 
on the cosdy trip to Orlando and 
Miami this year. "Fundraising for 
our trip to Florida included having 
the pancake breakfast along with 
selling cookie dough and ads,” said 
senior Alysia Metsch. 

Only three students write, design, 
and print The Edge, with a staff of 
three. “We get The Edge out every 
quarter, but I wish there were more 
people on staff so each issue was 
easier to complete,” said sopho- 
more Abigail Kik. 


“This year has been great for both NHS and Student Council.” -Zach Grin, 11 61 






Being generous 

in^elpmg the community! 


For the first time in Drama history, the actors and ac- 
tresses had to sell an ad. They were raising money to rent 
four plants for the musical Little Shop of Horrors. “The giant 
plant cost two thousand dollars and selling the ads was 
a quick way to raise money. It was difficult selling the 
ads because all the places I went to, someone 


already went there. But in the end, I ^ " a 

was able to sell one. The ads were 




<u 


the night 
reshman Amber 


presented in the playbill 
of the play,” said freshma 
Holley. For fifty dollars, a business 
could buy a business card size ad 
or for one hundred dollars a full 
page ad. 

Everyone used a lot of time and 
sell ads. “I was very persistent when selling mya< 






ene 


to 


to keep going back to the business to talk to the man- 
ager and the person in a higher power of the manager to 
convince them to buy an ad,” said senior Amelia Morales. 
There were ^ . 2 1 ads sold and drama raised 1,400 
/ " dollars. Unfortunately, that was not 

^ enough money to rent the plants 
WW from a prop company known as Mu- 
sical Tech Institute, but the director of 
the musical, Eddie Covarrubias, took 
a risk and rented the plants anyway. “ I 
used the money from the ads and the 
ticket sales from last year to rent the 
plants. I’m hoping that the ticket sales from 
this year will make up for the cost of the props needed 
for the play and help start the musical for next year,” said 
Covarrubias. 


\2 


Lending a helping/ 



“Volunteering is a 
fantastic way to help 
the community and 
it makes me feel 
good about myself.” 
-Sean Downs, 11 


“I donate my blood 
because it helps 
people, makes me 
feel good inside, and 
I get delicious food.” 
-Chance’s Walker, 12 




“I volunteer at an 
animal shelter when- 
ever I canbecause 
it hurts to see the 
animals in danger.” 
-Lisa Calvillo, 10 




While working at Hearts in Motion 
on 45 th Street, senior Shanaizha 
Scheeringa was organizing the 
clothes to be sent down to Guate- 
mala. “My mom owns the business 
and I work there, but when I’m 
not working, I volunteer on the 
projects that go on here. We send 
clothes down to Guatemala, Hon- 
duras, Ecuador, and Panama. Doing 
so little here goes along way down 
there,” said Scheeringa. 


For St. Baldricks, junior Mia Dal 
Santo shaved her head on March 17. 
Dal Santo went to the Hair Cut- 
tery in Highland Grove and raised 
1,500 dollars. “Society places a lot 
of importance on looks. When 
kids go through chemotherapy, 
they don’t get to decide how it will 
effect them. I shaved my head so 
they wouldn’t feel as left out,” said 
Dal Santo. 
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“I love volunteering because it is an awesome way to give back to the community and help out complete strangers.” -Eric Rush, 10 





Student Council had a food drive 
during November for the families 
in need. Senior Megan Tutde was 
bringing the donated items from 
another classroom to student 
council sponsor Jenna Berzy. “ I 
enjoy helping people that are less 
forunate than I am,” said Tutde. 

This year the Heartland Blood 
Center sponsored two blood 
drives. One on February 2, and 
one on April 13. Many students 
donated blood including junior 
Alyssa Gebo. “I donated blood be- 
cause it saved my cousin's life, so 
I donate whenever I get a chance,” 
said Gebo. 


On the Belize trip for advanced 
science classes, junior Destiny 
Barajas went zip lining through the 
jungle.”Before I zip lined, I was ner- 
vous because I am afraid of heights 
but once I did it, I wanted to do it 
again,” said Barajas. 

In the Main Gym on March 30 th, 
junior Jodi Morales took part in the 
wheel chair basketball game. The 
school raised 2,000 dollars for the 
Rollin’ Hoosiers wheelchair basket- 
ball team. “I play because it keeps 
me in shape and it’s a fantastic way 
to socialize,” said Morales. 



“I like helping others because it makes me feel good to give back to others.” -Allison Nolan, 11 
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GHS leaders are taking a stand 


At Griffith High School, there are many different 
leaders that walk throughout the halls. A leader is a 
person who steps up to the plate and takes the role of 
guiding a group or an organization. The few people 
that do decide to take on this role have learned to step 
away from the group and stop being a follower. The 
leaders at our school make their stand as teachers, 
sports leaders, peer leaders, and club lead- * 
ers. 

Last year, Stephanie Vil- , ,, 
larreal, English, took on “ . jj 

the role as a new spon- 
sor of National Honor So- " '* ciety. Senior 
Rachel Garastik also had a new spot in Na- 
tional Honor Society as the the new 2011-2012 Presi- 
dent. "Being President of National Honor Society is 
surreal and I didnt realize how in depth it would be, 
but Ms. Villarreal is really good with working together 
and coming up with new ideas for the group. We are 


12 


bringing fresh ideas to the table,” said Garastik. 

Even in sports, students continue to pursue rolls as a 
leaders, primarily as seniors, and occasionally juniors. 
During the wrestling season, seniors 
Z a c h Muller, Nick Stassin, and 
* " Tyler Yost exercised their 
iftfljd**' leadership by becoming 

W* captains of the team. “As 

co-captain, I have to lead 
stretches and help younger 
wresders leam moves and keep 
them in line,” said Muller. In order 
to be a leader on a sports team, a 
lot of experience is required. Over 
the years, one much leam how 
to help run a practice, maintain 
a high level of motivation, and 
work hard for the team in or- 
der to ultimately be a leader. 


“A leader must be confident in themselves and their abilities.” 
-Emilee Trueblood, 12 


S.A.D.D. is a program at Griffith 
High School that is sponsored 
and ran by Officer Pete Ghrist. “In 
S.A.D.D., you need to be organized 
and be able to not pile up too 
much work for the members,” 
said Ghrist. 


Bom to Lead the Pack 










During an FCCLA meeting senior 
Amber Atkins writes down the dates 
choosen for field trips." To be the 
president of FCCLA, you have to 
manage time and be able to come up 
with good ideas,” said Atkins. 


What does it take, to be o 

# tead&i: 


f ' 

“A lot of hard work, 
dedication, respon- 
sibility, and desire 
is what it takes 
to become a real 
leader.” 

-Abbey Litde, 11 


Conducting a meeting on October 
26, Scott MacFarland, business, 
discusses plans for dues. “You have 
to be awesome to be a leader of 
DECA and to take part in it,” said 
MacFarland. 

Reading a Bible verse aloud, senior 
Chloe Oliver leads the student- 
ran Bible study, Youth Alive. The 
students discuss different scriptures 
taught throughout the Bible and 
many parables. “I get to bring other 
students together to share their 
faith and learn about God. We all 
became really close friends,” said 

Oliver. 




“To be a leader 
you have to be 
straight forward 
with everyone and 
can’t be afraid to 
take chances.” Jesus 
Adalpe, 11 

> 




“To be a leader, 
you have to take 
charge and know 
what you’re talk- 
ing about in every 
situation.” Tessa 
Trueblood, 10 


To be a leader, you can’t be afraid to take a stand.” 

-MarisaRios, 11 





Making Changes 

GHS band faces an experimental year 


This year, band has gone through various changes, 
one of which being the new band director, Debbie 
Korak, who came to the high school from the grade 
schools. The number of band members has decreased 
from 20 or more members to only 17 students this 
year. Due to the lower numbers, the band as a whole 
was unable to compete in competitions, but indi- 


vidual members were able compete in solo 
performances or group ensembles & 

for ISSMA at Crown Point. _ 

Additionally, due to low 
numbers, the marching band 
called up an eighth grader, Scott Nolan, to march. 
Korak hopes to add flags next year to increase the 
size of the group. 


Pep band also has had some middle school students 
participating to increase their size. Middle school 
students Josh Cavazos and Scott Nolan had the oppor- 
tunity to be a part of the high school pep band. 

During this year band was able to 
travel „ to Wadsworth, Beriger, and Ready 
to show the fifth and sixth graders 


A their instruments to promote join- 

f ^ ing band in high school. The band 

was also able to go to the Valparaiso Uni- 
versity Small Band Festival, which allowed four bands 
to come together and play in a larger group. Griffith 
High School was able to rehearse with Valparaiso’s 
band and perform with them in front of a live audi- 
ence. 





Standing in their line formation 
and ready to play, the Griffith 
Marching Black and Gold prepares 
to impress the audience. "March- 
ing band is a great experience and 
I suggest that others should join,” 
said freshman Celeste Villamiel. 


Playing the Right-j^ 

“Marching band is a lot 
of fun, but takes a lot 
of dedication,” said 
freshman Cara Smith. 

The Griffith march- 
ing band members 
generally practice 
or two months for 
eight to ten hours a 
week. 


After warming up, buzzing the 
mouth piece, and playing some 
scales, the pep band plays at the 
Griffith home basketball game. “If 
I could, I would do pep band year 
round,” said freshman Rebecca 
Schnoor. 



“Band is for the strong only.” -Mike Kent, 12 





Warming up, sophomore Carlos 
Gonzalez, along with the rest of the 
band, practices her concert music. 
“Band is very inspiring, I suggest 
that anyone who plays an instru- 
ment should join,” said Gonzalez. 

“If you’re not dedicated enough 
and think [band] is easy, you’re 
wrong! It’s very hard, and you have 
to work a lot in order to be in 
band,” said freshman Cara Smith. 
Smith plays the flute in the Griffith 
High School marching band. 


During a Griffith basketball game, 
the pep band plays some popu- 
lar pop and rock songs to get the 
crowd excited. “Band kids are epic. 

I love playing in the band,” said 
freshman Kayla LaBuda. 

At practice, senior Nick Brummet 
plays the Griffith fight song on his 
wood blocks. “Band is a really good 
experience. Everyone in band is 
like a family,” said Brummet 


“Band is really challenging but I enjoy playing during school games.” -Nick Brummet 12 





In It To Win It 

Clubs Compete For First Place 


Throughout every student’s journey through high school, 
they discover their interests and practice them by partici- 
pating in a club. Some clubs, just like sports, participate in 
competitions. Clubs that compete are DECA, Pantherettes, 
the Superbowls, Bowling Club, and Science Olympiad. 
Other than clubs and sports, one particular class at Area 
Career Center, Multimedia Broadcasting, 
competes as well. 

The Multimedia Broadcasting 
classes, both AM. and P.M., went to 
Indianapolis, Indiana to compete in 
the Indiana Broadcasting Asser- 
tion Contest located at Indianapolis 

University. The classes created a video in hopes of 

entering and ultimately winning the competion. However, 
the long-awaited trip took a turn for the worse. 


During the trip to Indianapolis, the bus took a sharp turn 
and hit an incline, damaging the exterior of the bus and 
injuring two students onboard. “Students on one side of 


the bus fell out 






o.*de* 


of their seats and flew to the opposite 
side,” said junior Kelsie Lunsford. After 
leaving the competition, all of the 
students were forced to take a trip to 
the hospital in order to ensure that they 
were healthy. “My shoulders and back 
were sore,” said Lunsford. The classes 
spent a total of six hours at the hospital, delaying 
their competiton. 

The students finally arrived to the competiton but were 
only able to pardcipate in one class and the awards ceremo- 
ny. “Our bus driver was not allowed to drive the students 
home, so another bus came to pick us up,” said Lunsford. 



“It was exciting to compete against girls from our area and getting to know my own team better.”- Marisa Rios, 10 


While on their way to the Indiana 
Broadcasting Association Con- 
test, the Multimedia Broadcasting 
classes’ bus nearly flipped over after 
hitting an incline. The whole day 
was a great bonding experience,” 
said senior Sydney Segovia. 

On April, 17 2012, senior Kelly Lan- 
nin bonds with her teammates on 
History Superbowl, senior Rachel 
Garastik and junior Jackie Johns. 
“Sitting in the bleachers was boring, 
so it was exciting to get to compete 
on the floor,” said Lannin. 
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Sophomore Brooke Maglish 
stretches her feet with her cousin, 
freshman Brianne Robertson, before 
their performance. “Stretching feet is 
very important If you do not stretch 
out your feet, you will not look good 
while you are dancing,” said Maglish. 



Sophomore Destiny Moore 
answers a question on the Fine 
Arts Superbowl on the subject of 
music. “I have never been apart of a 
high school academic bowl before so I 
thought it would be easier. It was actu- 
w ally really difficult” said Moore. 


During the Math Superbowl 
Competition, junior Allison Nolan 
participates in the Interdisciplin- 
ary Round. “Academic Superbowls 
are a great way to get involved and 
meet new people. I get to leam 
more about myself,” said Nolan. 

Before taking the Math Superbowl 
test at Merrillville High School, 
junior Stephanie Younker studies 
with her teammates on the bleach- 
ers. “It was really enjoyable to win 
first place with my favorite nerds,” 
said Younker. 



Competing for 3-feett.er 

r 6 €><MWCM 



On March 10, 2012, DECA stayed at The Marriot Hotel in Indianapolis, Indiana, 
for three days to compete in die SCDC, or the State Career Development Confer- 
ence. Junior Ross Meyers and senior Samantha Aguilar advanced to the following 
round, or the ICDC. "The competition was awesome, but also stressful,” said senior 
Michael Kent. 


“Every DECA competition helps us improve our skills and gain more experience.” -Blaire Gearheart, 11 










Direct Takeover 

Some Being the Plants 


Drama Club students stressed over Drama Night as the 
job opening for the director only went out two weeks af- 
ter the school year began. English teacher, Lisa Megquier, 
resigned as the drama director after the 2010-2011 school 
year due to starting a principal internship in order to re- 
ceive her administrative license. Because of this, students 
had no director, causing the student directors for Drama 
Night to have a higher responsibility. Although 
she wasn’t the director anymore, _ 

Megquier supervised most meet- , 5 

ings and rehearsals leading up to - “ 

Drama Night in the fall. “Student 
directing took hard work, dedi- cation 

and time that I did not know ex- isted. Although it was 
very tedious, it was rewarding,” explained senior student 


director Alice Duhon. 

After Drama Night, students were frightened about what 
was to come for the annual spring musical. The former 
music director for the musical, Eddie Covarrubias, choic, 
decided to take the musical in his own hands. Covarru- 
b i a s ^ directed Little Shop of Horrors as well as 
accompanied the entire musical with 
help from other musicians. Chore- 
* ographers also came into play as the 

rehearsals increased. “We are so thank- 
ful to Mr. C for taking over the musical. If he 
hadn’t, there wouldn’t have been a Little Shop of Horrors 
production. We decided to dedicate our last production 
to Mrs. Megquier. The play was a complete success!” said 
junior Deziree Walker. 



Taking instructions from their 
director, the girls on set get ready to 
rehearse. “Rehearsal hours were time 
consuming and difficult, but we still 
enjoyed going,” said sophomore 
Andrea Leon. 

Freshman Amber Holley smiles as the 
crowd claps for her during bows after the 
musical. “Being Audrey, the lead female 
role, as a freshman was hard to balance 
from school to Drama, but it all worked 
out successfully!” said Holley. 




“There is no other experience like Drama at GHS.” -Nathan Szabo, 9 




Striking the set after the last 
performance on Sunday afternoon, 
freshman Zach Diamond removes 
part of the wall from the set “I didn’t 
plan on getting into Set Crew at the 
beginning of the year, but as soon as 
I did, I couldn’t wait to go back,” said 
Diamond 


During a breakdown before the last 
show, freshman Kiki Dunn and other 
girls dance and yell to settle their 
nerves. “Breakdowns are very inspi- 
rational They get me hyped up and 
ready for the show. 1 ” Dunn explained 


“Acting takes the courage to 
actually get up and walk on 
stage, let alone act, sing, and 
perform as a completely 
different person. You must 
have determination to 
memorize lines and be i 

committed to every- jj 

thing.” 
-Joshua Kime, 10 


'Anyone can act. You must take 
all your fear and make it your 
strength. You need to put 
yourself in someone else’s 
shoes without being biased. 

The way you breathe, see, 
look, and move on stage 
must be believable with 
i your brain being tempo- 
rarily someone else’s.” 

-Avery Malerich, 12 


“Since I’ve been in Drama, I feel like part of the family.” -Ametia Commings, 10 








Bonding for the Better 

Clubs come together to benefit GHS 

Whether it’s pasta nights, field trips, lock-ins, went to Chicago to the ChristKindl market to look at 
sleepovers, or just hanging out with the members, handmade Christmas crafts and eat food, 
every club bonds. The clubs bond to strenghten the “At the ChristKindl market, we saw a lot of neat stuff 
relationships between the members of the club to ac- that people made from a long time ago. It was really 
complish more in meetings and activities. interesting,” said sopl^more Deanna Johanson. 

There are many different kinds of bonding activi- Booster ClubjbdHB together by making 

ties that clubs achieve. Every night before competi- tnadk# 1 ' ' ' posters andfsigns to decorate the 

don, the Pantherettes w^ gather at ^ j ^ ^ sctydol anduhe athlete’s lockers. j 

senior Mallory Baccmoapouse t A ^ “Decorating the posters and ban- I 

f " — .:J ners f or S p Qrts teams allows us to 

have a good time with friends, get creative, and show 
my panther spirit,” said senior Kelsey Bonewits. 

Because of bonding, clubs build the relationships to 
make their club more successful. By coming together, 
their decisions better GHS and its students. 


ior a pasta mgnt. 

“We play EnctSk and 
ton of pasta to getready for competition and 
to help us all relax,” said sophomore Marisa Rios. 

International club goes on outings to different res- 
taurants of countries to embrace the culture. They also 



While entering the Polar Express, 
NHS member, senior Stacie Han- 
sen, gets her ticket punched. “The 
conductor was really in character, 
and the kids loved it as they came 
in,” said Hansen, 


“Iron Oaks brought me out of my shell and made me get closer to the council.” -Sydney Hilbrich, 10 


High school sweet- 
hearts, seniors Alice Duhon and 
Joel Kepchar, get in the spirit of 
Halloween. “Choosing costumes 
was easy since Joel is a runner, 
and I am a dancer,” said Duhon. 
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While on a newspaper field trip in 
Millennium Park, junior Avery Mal- 
erich interviews a Chicago resident. 
“We had to ask random people 
about what they like about Chicago 
to get us out of our comfort zone,” 
said Malerich. 

Senior Sarah Clark and sophomore 
Jared Lowe played Just Dance 2 at 
the Student Council lock-in. “I was 
really diappointed because Miss 
Berzy beat me, and everyone was 
laughing at her,” said Clark. 



great experience 
for StuCo. We all 
get to know each 
other |gcUhe 
friend^ / 
-Megan Tutde, 12 


As their Homecoming float’s final 
touch, junior Sierra Gutierrez puts 
up the airplanes. “Putting up all of 
the litde details was the hardest 
part of building the float. It took a 
lot of us to make it all stay,” said 
Gutierrez. 


tivities were 
really interactive 
and helped us 
become a beM|r^ 
t etyk.J 

-Sarah Gates, 10 



“Stuco bonding was hilarious, especially playing Sardines and watching Berzy dance." -Vicki Solivais, 12 
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Singing Out 

® ® Of this state 


This year, Chorale got the opportunity to go on a trip to 
Orlando and Miami, Florida. For two days they stayed out 
in Orlando, and Chorale had the chance to go to Universal 
Studios and sing in front of everyone for the Rising Star 
Program. They sang songs such as “Hey Soul Sister”, “Star 
Spangled Banner”, “Fix You”, and “Rockin’ Jerusalem”. 
After they were done singing, Chorale got rMtfX 

to walk around and go on rides at " <) ^ ' 

Universal Studios. One particular 
place that they thought was fun 


Harry Potter simulator was scary but exciting!” said senior, 
Chance’s Walker. During the trip, half of the students went 
back to the hotel before curfew, while the other students 
went to a restaurant with Eddie Covarrubias, choir. When 
they , /" had finished eating their meals, one of 
^ the workers gave Covarrubias direc- 

2 tions back to their hotel. He ended up 

1 . ^ getting lost with his students which 

(y** lead them to a fence they had to walk around 

to get back to their hotel. When they went to Miami, Cho- 




and interesting was the Wizarding World of Harry rale and Covarrubias visited Vizacaya Gardens which was 

Potter amusement park, which gave them a real life Harry originally a house that turned into a museum because of 
Potter experience. This amusement park consisted of differ- the gardens. Even though they had a couple complications, 
ent themed stores, and rides that go with the story line.“The everything went well on their trip to Florida. 



Practicing a few times each week in the 
main gym helped prepare Chorale to 
sing the National Anthem in front of the 
whole school during the Homecoming 
pep rally. “I love to sing for my country!” 
said senior Tyler Yost 


After practicing several times before then- 
ensemble performance, seniors Brittany 
Anderson, Emilee Trueblood, Joseph Va- 
clavik, and Garrett Iitke sang 7oy to the 
World’ at this year’s Christmas concert. 

”It was a very exhilarating experience for 
being my first ensemble,” said Anderson. 



“Choir is entertaining and character building.” -Emily Matson, 9 








Students Singing It 


Standing on the risers for their 
winter concert, junior Meagan 
Glass sings along with the rest of 
the choir students who performed 
songs to get in the Christmas spirit. 
“I enjoyed singing in front of a 
huge group of people,” said Glass. 


Getting ready to perform the 
"Star Spangled Banner” in the 
main gym. Chorale rehearsed the 
national anthem in the band room 
before they performed. “I find 
choir to be an enjoyable experi- 
ence,” said senior Kalie Lastagarkov. 


Assisting Eddie Covarrubias and 
his sophomore choir class on the 
piano, sophomore Kyle Buikema 
explains, “Accompanying most of 
choir’s songs takes stress off of Mr. 
C. and the rest of us and helps us 
become a stronger class.” 



“Mr. C. is an amazing guy, and his class is always great.” -Anwar Issa, 9 





Organizations 

^Working to meet the deadline 


The American Revolutionary War was the topic for stu- 
dents who wanted to challenge themselves academically. 
This topic helped students join the Academic Superbowl 
team. “The American Revolutionary War topic this year was 
interesting because it gave a perspective that we didn’t learn 
about in a regular history class,” said junior Allison Nolan. 

Griffith has five teams including science, English, math, 
fine arts, and history. The coaches of the & a 

teams took a trip down to the Indiana “ •• 

Convention Center in IndiSptpolis 
on October 4, 2011 to learn about 
the tests and to receive’ -handouts. 

Students had to take a test of 25 questions in mul- 
tiple choice form. Each test taker has 20 seconds to an- 


swer each question. The last five questions of the test are 
used for a tie breaker. If the team qualifies in the top six, 
they go down to West Lafayette for their State competition. 

Students and coaches prepare themselves by meeting up to- 
gether and talk- ing about the topic for one to one and a 
half hours. To be a part of the team, you have 

to attend a call out meeting, get a recom- 
^ mendation from a teacher, or be a mem- 
ber from the previous year. Each school that 
wants to participate in the competition must be registered 
The academic superbowl coordinator is Don Whitte- 
more. “I really enjoy doing the superbowls because stu- 
dents are doing academic things because they want 
to, not because they are forced to,” said Whittemore. 



Celebrating his opponent’s win, 
senior Ted Fitzgerald congratulates 
students from Munster by shaking 
hands. “I enjoy the fact that this 
DECA bowl is not for competition 
and it is more for enjoyment,” said 
Fitzgerald. 

Brainstorming ideas for the 
opinion page for issue nine of the 
newspaper, senior Ryan Zubrick 
adds a story idea. “I have been on 
newspaper for three and a half 
years and it’s my favorite hour of 
the day,” said Zubrick. 
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“In yearbook, we always have to race to meet the deadline. It’s a huge challenge.” -Lisa Kurpela, 12 
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Preparing to transform the field 
house into New York City for the 
Homecoming dance, juniors Cindy 
Mclnemey and Manon Carter work 
on taping black plastic wall paper 
on the walls. “I love decorating; it 
gets me pumped for the dances,” 
said Carter. 

Ready to break a leg, seniors 
Rachelle Fogarty and Shi Fassoth 
do their last final touches before 
their performance in the play. “I 
got super nervous doing a head- 
stand on stage in front everybody 
because I was a cheerleader,” said 
Fogarty. 


After listening to Eddie Covarru- 
bias, choir, release the information 
about the musical Little Shop of 
Horrors, the drama club is look- 
ing forward to perform. “I’m really 
excited to start rehearsing because 
I am one of the main characters,” 
said sophomore Josh Kime. 



Preparing fo$ 

r 6 Succete 




Junior Blaire Gearheart does 
more than your average DECA 
member, she proves that DECA 
is more than just a high school 
club. She is the coordinator 
for all of the District I schools. 
Gearheart plans district and 
state competitions. ‘1 was 
writing out the events for 
district,” said Gearheart. 


I w as talking about District to 
my DECA team members,” said 
junior Ross Myers. At District, 
all 26 of Griffith’s members 
took a 100 question test and 
completed a role play. Points 
— from both are added togeth- 
■ er for a total score to deter- 
mine a rank. Griffith had 
14 of 26 state qualifiers. 


“Drama competitions are nerve wracking. This was my first year competing and I was so nervous!” -Shi Fassoth, 12 







Sponsoring fonSjnart 




To the kids of SADD, or 
VStudents Against Destructive 
Decisions, Officer Peter Ghrist 
is the big man in charge. 

The SADD club includes ten 
students that meet and discuss 
issues and conflicts that occur in 
everyday life as a typical teenager. 
Ghrist is the sponsor for the club 
and is responsible for overseeing 
the overall aspects of the meetings. 
"Our main goal is to plan future 
events that can bring awareness to 
possible consequences of making 
destructive decisions * said Ghrist. 



Michael Bodnar, Thomas P, Matthew 
Miller, Aaron Brown, Evan Masters, Justin Villabos 

Row 2: Adam Hoover, Ryan Nunez, Laurrell Mosley, Ben Russel, Elijah Pierce, 
Tristin Robertson, Alex Garcia, Nathan Szabo, Eddie Covamibias 
Row 3: Maurice Branch, Josh Terzereal, Jonathan Adams, Jordan Mull, Chris 
Smoot, Antonio Suarez, Nathan Sierra, Bryan Jones 



Row 2: Sara Gatlin, Carlos Gonzales, Nicholas Johnson, Sarah Clavaso, Aisha 
Morgan, Cara Smith 

Row 3: Brianna Still, Jesse Gates, Michael Kent, Nicholas Brummet, Alyssa 
Niewiadomski 



Stephanie Brandner, Alyssa Delgado. Kaidynn Mang, Destiny Moore. Andrea Leon 

Row 3: Kyla Manning, Sydney Hilbrich. Stephanie Younlcer. Katalina Villalpando, Melissa Martinez, Janelle Owczarzak. Alyssa 
Melchor. Stefanie Soy. Stacy Weber. Julia Duvnjak. Anna Solis. Morgan White, Elizabeth Morikis. Shania White 
Row 4: Marissa Rios. Shelby Winchester. Mallory Baccino. Sarah Gates. Kindall Jenkins. Emily Witvoet, Kylah Eatman. Jenny 
Lanfear. Crystal Vanwhite. Courtney Washick. Sarah Guistolisi. Emilee Trueblood. Brianne Robertson 

Row 3: Morvan Dillon. Deanna Johanson. Ashley Pinkham, Vicki Solivais, Sarah Joyce, Lisette Roldan, Tern Martin. Sarah Fisch, 
Hayley Marshall. Paige Obermeyer, Cassidy Grumbles, Sarah Vrabley, Blaire Morton 

Row 6: Kamille Manning, Cade Gregor. Josilyn Byers. Hannah Vrabley. Katie Bridges. Kelsey Bonewits. Tessa Trueblood. Melissa 
Miller. Brooke Brinkley, Brooke ft»pychala. Taylor Dunagan 



Row 1: Sarah Clark, Lisa Blaski, Shi Fassoth, Stacie Hansen, Chance’s Walker 

Row 2: Stephanie Brandner, Katalina Villalpando, Taylor Steflan, Sarah Guistolisi, Emilee TVue- 

blood, Melinda Burk, Kalie Lastagarkov, Rachel Garastik, Eddie Covarrubias 

Row 3: Tyler Yost, Quincy Moore, Garrett Litke, Jenny Lanfear, Joseph Vaclavik. Jordan Zamdt, 

Alice Duhon, Joel Kepchar, Kylah Eatman 

Row 4: Mallory Baccino, Hannah Vrabley, Shanaizia Scheeringa, Steven Malone, Troy Yamelle, Brit- 
tany Anderson, Amelia Morales, Brooke Brinkley 

Row 5: Austin Foster, Robert Szabo, Kelsey Bonewits, Riley Henderson, Jeremy Camp, Robert 
Megquier, Cole Felde 



Vilen us. Amber Holly, Emily Matson, Savannah Sammons 
Brandey, Rose Smith, Jocelyn Serna. Janna Damell-Mendez, Madison Watts, Eddie 

Covarrubias 

Row 3: Sarah Balboa. Anyssa Singh, Victoria Traicoff Meghan Geary, Emilie Martoccio, Brianne Robertson. Brianna Carter. 
Elizabeth Morikis. Emily Herron 

Row 4: Brianna Sanchez. Brittany Crazier, Taylor Dunagan. Lisa Dabney, Melissa Alquist. Miranda Robertson. Kristen Page. 
Amanda Stelk. Kourmey Washick, Jessica Leslie 

Row 5 : Reba Hart. Kaitlynn Mang, Lauren Rotermund. Cade Gregor. Deondra Ratliff Mia Lewis. Kassidy Grumbles, Ashley 
Douglas, Patricia Felton 



T like my instrument because it gave me the name, The Flute Dude’.” -Carlos Gonzalez, 10 










Manning, Jenna DeRolf, 

Row 2: Da’Shauna Walker, Camesha Scheeringa, Bobby Davis, Zane Fassoth, Kyla 
Manning, Cameron Jung, Eddie Covarrubias 

Row 3: Monica Gonzales, Joshua Kime, Ramon Gonzales, Dion Seiluns, Christian 
Adams, Brandon Dyer 
bell, Ri 


Row 4: David Schi 
Rasham 


, Rodney Lewis, Zachary Shckley, Mark Plawecki, Brianne 


Row 2: Brett Brinkley, Megan Garcia, Lauren Hernandez, Sydney Hilbrich, Ezekiel 
Del Val, Marisa Rios, Dominique Anderson, Eddie Covarrubias, Robert Cheek 
Row 3: Alex Rodriguez, Deanna Johanson, Jacy Vultovick, Victoria Smith, Sarah Joyce, 
Benjamin Reitz, Kyle Gordon, Melissa Vieyra 

Row 4: Andrew Felde, Connor McCabe, Comelious Jemison, Kyle Buikema, Tessa 
Tmeblood I o ^an Penny, lisette Ronal dan 



Row2: Karis White, Abbie Muffet, MmyTcisneros, Stephanie Younker, Sarah Galambos, Stefanie Soy, Abby 
Little, Tiffany McDaniel, Eddie Covarrubias 

Row 3: Emily Mitcheltree, Julie Duvnjak, Brett Brinkley, Sydney Lister, Brooke Pospychala, Andy Duhon, 
Jose Rivera, Preston Nelson, Emily Kuzmanoff 

Row 4: Olivia Gates. Sean Downs, Ryan Camp, Robert Cheek, Matthew Seiluns. Alexander Diaz, Ross Mey- 


ers, Tyler Pena 

Row S: Jacob Dennison, Austin Brown, Anthony Carter, Matthew Kitzmiller, Brandon Gale, Thomas 
Kudyba, Joseph Golub 



_ Kayla LaBuda, Carlos Gonzales, Alicia Casares 

Row 2: JacKe Johns, Ashley Douglas, Aisha Morgan, Mychael Booker, Brittni 
McLemore, Sam Aguilar, Scott MacFarland 

Row 3: Deanna Johanson, Ciarra Kroslack, Brienna Schramm, Andy Duhon, 
Alexander Mendoza, Alyssa Niewiadomski, Joshua Kime, Blaire Gearhart 
Row 4: Joel Kepchar, Ross Meyers, Ted Fitzgerald, Jeremy Soy, Michael Kent, 
Kiki Dunn, David Schell 



Discussi 



What are your responsibilities 
as a DECA member? 

“You have to conduct a business 
role play and present it at our dis- 
trict competition held in Munster, 
Indiana.” 

-Alyssa Niewiadomski, 12 



H How often does the DECA team 
hold meetings? 

HHB “We meet ever)' other Wednesday 
for roughly an hour throughout the 
■■ entire school year.” 

fl ” 

How do you prepare for a DECA 
competition? 

“We do sample roleplays that Mr. Mac- 
Farland has prepared for us or take prac 
tice tests online.” 

-Jackie Johns, 11 



“I like Mr. Covarrubias because he is an extraordinary teacher.” -Chance’s Walker, 12 







: Cadyn Lewis, Toi^raicoff, BrittanyCrozier, Brianne Robertson, 
Courtney Valentas, Sarah Dodson 

Row 2: Matthew White, Emilie Martoccio, Kaidynn Mang, Kennedy 
Baltus, Terra Martin, Kourtney Washick 




t , Alyssa Melchor, Taylor Austin 

Row 2: Sierra Gutierrez, Miryea Cisneros, Ailey Clark, Abigail Little, Melissa 
Martinez, Abby Grabos 

Row 3: Rosie Quintanilla. Stacy Weber, Sarah Galambos, Janelle Owczarzak, 
Julie Duvnjak, Emma Blackard, Stefanie Soy, Caylee Adams 
Row 4: Emily Kuzmanoff, Brooke Pospychala, Katie Bridges, Austin Brown, 
Jordan Long, Mia DalSanto, Andy Duhon 



Row 2: Ailey Clark, Jesus Aldape, Julie Duvnjak, Stephanie Younker 
Row 3: Brooke Pospychala, Austin Brown, Jordan Long 



Row 1 : Emily Solar, Brooke Maglish, Sierra Gutrerrez, Abby Grabos, Jeanette Salazar 

Row 2: Bri-anne Andriessen, Shannon Kunka, Ailey Clark, Stephanie Younker, Stacy Weber, Rosie 

Quintanilla, Stacie Hansen, Jackie Johns 

Row 3: Alyssa Melchor. Caylee Adams, Ashlyn Paris, Ciarra Kroslack, Emily Witvoet, Brittni 
McLemore, Blaire Gearheart 

Row 4: Deanna Johanson, Vivian Haddad, Steven Marquez, Kelly Lannin, Alice Duhon, Emily 
Kuzmanoff, Joshua Kime, Rachel Garastik 

Row 5: Andy Duhon. Amber Murphy, Jake Schnoor, Jamie Rex, Kalissa Greenlaw. Clarissa Hardy, 
Mia Dal Santo 



Row 1 : Sarah Guistolisi, Amy Russell, Rachel Garastik, Stacie Hansen W 

Row 2: Sarah Clark, Jackie Johns, Stephanie Brandner, Janelle Owczarzak, Caylee Adams, Ailey 

Clark, Stacy Weber, Blaire Gearheart, Megan Tutde 

Row 3: Michelle Lesniewski, Alyssa Niewiadomski, Victoria Solivais, Steven Marquez, Brooke 
Brinkley, Brooke Pospychala. Alice Duhon, Elizabeth Kras, Mallory Baccino 

Row 4: Mireya Cisneros, Mia DalSanto, Kelly Lannin, Joseph Vaclavik, Matthew Seiluns, Steven Mal- 
lone, Greg Rothchild, Joel Kepchar, Hanna Vrabley, Abigail Litde 

Row 5: Stephanie Younker, Jordan Long, Austin Brown. Ted Fitzgerald, Robert Szabo, Andrew 
Fowler, Julie Duvnjak 



“I like tasting different foods from all around the world.” -Emily Solar, 10 








Row 2: Manon Carter, Melissa Martinez, Ailey Clark, Marris Mahalik, 
Ryan Zubrik 

Row 3: Faith York, Yadi Castellanos, Tristen Olsen, Tyler Palinca, Mat- 
thew Seiluns, Ross Smith, Lauren Bitner 





Every week day, Dal 
Santo arrives at her 
second hour class at 
promply 8:55 P.M., AP 
United States History. 
She challenges herself 
with three advanced 
lasses and demands 
othing less than success. 



Shordy after 
arriving home, Dal 
Santo works hard to 
finish her French 3 
homework with junior 
Alyssa Melchor. Even 
after the school 
ends, Dal Santo is 
dilligent in her schoo 
wot 



On Monday through 
Thursday, Dal Santo 
attends The Dance 
Connection, located 
in Hammond, Indiana. 
She practices mondem 
lance in the evenings 
nd volunteers to teach 
lildren on Wednesdays. 



Row 2: Stacy Weber, Caylee Adams, Jordan Long, Alyssa Melchor, Chelsea 
Scofield 

Row 3: Lisa Kurpela, Amy Bubala, Mireya Cisneros, Alyssa Robertson, Rosie 
Quintanilla, Taylor Steffan, Janelle Owczarzak 

Row 4: Sara Joyce, Ashlyn Paris, Josilyn Byers, Brooke Pospychala, Katie Bridges, 
Anna Steinhubel, Ashley Pinkham, Cecilia Gonzales, Abby Grabos 


On Friday nights. 

Dal Santo volunteers 
her extra free time at 
the Hammond Clinic 
located in Munster, 
Indiana. She lends a 
hand to friendly se- 
nior citizens and other 
people who visit the 
hospital. 





Even after a very 
busy day of hard 
work, Dal Santo still 
is able to find time 
to hang out with her 
best friends. Dal Santo 
shows that a student 
can be involved and still 
have a great social life. 




“Panther Press is a good oudet for creativity as I design my page.” -Selena Zamudio, 1 1 


81 








Hansen 

Row 2: Hanna Vrabely, Ellison Cullen, Stephanie Brandner, Tori Louviere, 
Megan Lesniewski, Sarah Clark, Jenny Lanlear, Russ Radtke 
Row 3: Kylah Eatman, Amanda Bakko, Amy Russell, Mallory Baccino, 
Brittany Anderson, Rachel Garastik, Jianni Rivera, Victoria Solivais, Brooke 



Lesniewski, Sarah Guistolisi, Ellison 
Row 2: Brooke Brinkley, Megan Lesniewski, Stephanie Brandner, 
Emilee Trueblood, Stacie Hansen 

Row 3: Rachel Garastik, Joel Kepchar, Victoria Solivais, Megan Tutde, 
Sarah Clark 



Row 2: Shelby Gannon, Brooke Maglish, Emily Duhon, Erica Yost 
Row 3: Amy Bubala, Sarah Vrabely, Jared Lowe, Bobbi Davis, Sydney 
Hilbrich, Destiny Moore 



OamiKros lac k, TedEi tzgerald, Deshawna Walker, Allison 


Spell 'SovAStatiaticA 

1. Members? A. 3000 

2. Competitons? B. 0 

3. Words? C. 2 

4. Practices? D. 10 



Row 2: Brooke Pospychala, Hanna Vrabely, Greg Rothchild, Mallory 
Baccino, Michelle Lesniewski 
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“I enjoy Art Club because it’s interesting. I get the chance to chill with friends and do different art projects.” -Shannon Kunka, 11 








jormy Hoover, Ted Fitzgerald, Blaire Gearheart, Jackie Johns 
Row 2: Joshua Kime, Kathryn Baum, Corey Josephson, Mike Kent, Kiki 
Dunn, Sarah Gates 




Row 2: Dylan Lounges, Alec Moseley, Katelyn Lisle, Kanesha Jones, 
Jackie Johns 

Row 3: Dashauna Walker, Sydney Lidster, Luke Glass, Kodie Hayes, 
Donny Hoover, Steven Ramirez 



“GLS does more than most people think we do. Were the first group to arrive and the last group to leave.” -Kiki Dunn, 10 






Brittni McLemore Row 2: Brittni McLemore, Cali Lemus, Emily Witvoet, Peter Ghrist 

Row 3: Ciarra Kroslack, Steven Mallone, Mia Dal Santo 



Elijah 



Row 1: Stephanie Younker, Diegan Tuttle, Cindy Mclnemey 

Row 2: Christine Chidichimo, Steven Malone, Andrew Fowler, Steven 

Marquez 


Doing What Clufe Dp 




“Every day we do practice problems that we will see during the competition” -Steven Marquez, 11 







Row 2: Ross Smith, Kelly Lannin, Rachel Garastik, Blaire Gearheart 




Year after year, National Honor Society participates 
in a Toy Drive during the Christmas season. NHS spon- 
sored a movie night in 
which they showed “Po- 
lar Express”. Those who 
viewed the movie were 
able to make a $5.00 
donation or more 
Once the money 
was collected, NHS 
went shopping 
for toys that they 
gave to children 






tow IfErica Yost, Megan Garcia, Destiny Moore 
Row 2: Sydney Hilbrich, Sara Joyce, Sarah Gates, Sarah Vrabely 
Row 3: David Schell, Jared Lowe, Tessa Trueblood 



Row 1: Lynn Rohdes, Lisa Blaski, Kayla LaBuda. Holly Shew. Kati Lebrun. Morgan White. Amber Atkins 

Row 2: Maegan Glass. Tina Brantley. Danielle Falkner. Jacy Vuckovieh. Christina Slagle. Kaitlyn Meyer. Cicily Jones. Brianna 

Houser, Chance’s Walker 

Row 3: Victoria TraieofE Brooke Maglish. Sierra Gutierrez. Melissa Chiaro. Stephanie Younker. Caylee Adams. Da'Shauna Walker. 
Stacie Hansen. Jeanette Salazar. Brianne Robertson 

Row 4: Christina Minton. Alexandra Minton. Morgan Dillon. Emily Witvoet Cody Davidson. Alyssa Melchor. Ashley Douglas. 
Alyssa Delgado. Brittni McLemore. Megan Lesniewski. Ailey Clark 

Row 5: Sarah Kuna. Taylor Austin. Kassidy Grumbles. Paige Obermeyer. Katelyn Roberts. Cade Gregor. Brienna Schramm. Ashley 
Pinkham. Jaclyn Witzke. Irene Gutierrez 

Row 6: Victoria Solivais. Ryan Zubrick. Jake Schnoor. Tessa Trueblood. Jared Braddam. Kiki Dunn. Michelle Gross. Mia Dal Santo. 
Haley Marshall 


“We get to design our own pages and pick what we write about. We get to use our creativity.” -Elizabeth Kras, 12 
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Calling if Close 

Running for the win 


A Friday night routine for the Griffith Panthers would be dark sky, 
bright lights, full stadium, and screaming fans. Whether the game con- 
cluded with a win or loss, Panther fans still scream loud and proud. 


Griffith boys dedicate the majority of their time to pre- 
paring for the big season. They practice for three to four 
hours everyday and sometimes have two-a-days. 

“It’s a very long practice, but what needs to be done we 
get done,” said junior Brett Brinkley. What people don’t 
realize is how many enjoyable activities the football team 
gives up just to be dedicated to the season. Spending that 
much time with one team might get a little frustrating, 
don’t you think? Not for the football team. They still spend 
time together before, during, and after the season. 

“I learned that fighting among each other doesn’t get you anywhere, 
it just wastes time. Stick together as a team and take it out on your op- 
ponent,” said junior Steven Marquez. 

The boys also spend time together at Bridges Scoreboard every 


x ixia y*z<xi w 

what, I 1 
were 


“No matter 
next year were 
going all the way 
to state.” -Angel 
Nunez, 11 


■ to s 

1 _, 


Thursday night, and pasta night at senior Tyler Yost’s house after prac- 
tice. 

This year our boys had a great season with a record of only four losses. 

They made it through the first two rounds at Sectionals, and 
unfortunately lost to Morton by one point. 

It was a batde that came down to the final that Morton 
had no turnovers. Our team took every opportunity to win, 
we just didn’t,” said Coach Russ Radtke. This loss meant a 
lot to the boys, but they plan on getting Morton next year! 

“Losing to Morton meant a lot to me because they beat 
us first game of the season and we prepared for a whole 
month for them. We all had confidence to win,” said senior 
Austin Foster. 

Even though the boys didn’t accomplish their goal of making it to 
State, they still worked tremendously hard all season. They accom- 
plished a lot during their season, both on the playing field and in team 
cooperation. 



“The football program at Griffith is great.” -Joey Golub, 11 


During the third down with eight 
yards to go, Griffith is ready to get 
the ball back to offense, and take 
the lead of the game. “Offense wins 
games, but defense wins cham- 
pionships,” said senior Carlton 
Valliant. 


“Hobart knocked us out of the 
playoffs last year, and we wanted 
revenge,” said junior Joey Rivera, 
as he stands on the field ready to 
tackle as many people as he can 
get his hands on. 

Preparing to defend the goal line, 
senior Maciek Szczepkowski is 
down and ready. “The whole 
game, I put 100% in, but when 
it comes down to the goal line, 
there’s a shortage of yards so I put 
in extra effort,” said Szczepkowski. 
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Football 

Team Score 


Morton 

21-14 

New Prairie 

49-7 

Hobart 

21-13 

Lowell 

18-13 

KV 

55-7 

Munster 

20-13 

Highland 

49-14 

Andrean 

20-13 

EC Central 

55-20 

Sectionals 

Clark 

63-7 

Hammonnd High 

56-21 

Morton 

27-26 



Row 1: Louie Martinez, Nathan Reitz, Andrew Figueroa. Josh Bodnar, Carlton Valliant, Connor McCabe, Quincy 
Moore, Joey Rivera 

Row 2: Brett Brinkley, Mike Deipino, Todd Fenell, Tyler Yost, Dakota Broelmann, Brandon Brummet, Jordan 
Gonzalez, Ryan Dunlap, Julian Cartagena, Tristin Olsen, Preston Nelson, Chance Edwards 
Row 3: Emily Kuzmanoff, Mel Scheeringa, Brian Orikis, White, JR Ford, Russ Radtke, Julio Cisneros, Jim Pick- 
ett, Dan Santori, Brown, Taylor Louie, Jordan Zarndt 

Row 4: Tyler Palinca, Kyle Buikema, Troy Yarnelle, Ross Smith, Austin Foster, Austin Brown, Nathan Mcneill, 
Nick Brummet, Joey Golub, Tyler Lipski, Chris Benko, Tyler Pena 

Row 5: Justin Harris, Robby Megquire, Javon Bell, Brandon White, Cameron Kegebein, Ben Parish, Zack Stick- 
ley, Zach Grin, Angel Nunez, Maciej Szczepkowski, Robbie Szabo 




Waiting for the next play, the boys 
take a break to listen to what the 
referee was saying. It is important 
to listen to what the refs have to 
say so you know what to do next,” 
said senior Troy Yarnelle. 


The Key, Points 


The Griffith football team is not your average high school team. They practice all 
summer long, every day except Sunday for four months straight. They prepare all 
year just for twelve games. To some of the boys this means everything, especially the 
seniors because it’s their last year. For some of the seniors ending football season is 
one of the saddest things they experience all senior year. 

“This is the last year I’ll ever play with a Griffith jersey on my back and my senior 
boys,” said senior Nathan McNeil. 

The boys were huddled in a circle to listen to the play call. Junior Austin Brown is 
the quarterback, so he makes all of 
the calls. 

“Listening to the play is a really 
important part of the game, because 
if you miss it then you don’t know 
what to do,” said junior Brett Brinkley. 

Not knowing the play can let the team 
down, so all the boys listen attentively. 

No matter what the outcome of the 
game is, the Panthers stay a team. 

Getting pumped before the game 
helps the boys play better. It helps with 
being motivated and mentally prepared 
for the game. Majority of the time they 
listen to rock while getting ready for the 
game. “We blast music in the weight 
room,” said junior Angel Nunez. 


During the third down and eight 
Griffith is ready to get the ball 
back to offense, and take the lead 
of the game. “Offense wins games, 
but defense wins championships,” 
said senior Carlton Valliant. 


“Football is the best sport that there is!” -Mike Deipino, 10 








It has been a total of five years sincemie girls volleyball team won 
their last sectional championship. This year, the girls were back with 
another sectional title, which was a big accomplishment for the team. 
"Being able to play on a team that won sectionals was a great experi- 
ence because you really get to look back on how much effort that the 
team had to put in to get you in that position,” said fresh- 
man Hannah Miller. Even though this was the teams’ biggest 
accomplishment overall, the girls gained something more. 

“This year was the first season during all of my four years of 
playing that the team became more of sisters than just team- 
mates,” said senior Megan Tutde. Also during the week, the 
girls, both the varsity and junior varisty teams, participated 
in team bonding. The girls came together to go to the mov- 
ies, have sleepovers, and eat dinner together at pasta nights. 'The junior 
varsity girls would come over to my house almost every week for pasta 
nights. It was a great way to bond together and get to know each other 
better,” said junior Ciarra Kroslack. Because the girls gained such a great 



connection, it benefitted each individual player and the team as a whole. 
In the long run, it made playing during the season more enjoyable for 
everyone. 

The whole experience of playing volleyball can be quite a challenge. It 
is known to be such a challenge because volleyball is not an individual 
sport. In order for the team to succeed, they need to work to- 
gether. In order for the team to get prepared, the girls spent 
their summer days going to conditionings before the season 
had even started. On top of that, each of the players had to go 
through hours of practicing, box sprints, and day long tourna- 
ments. All of this work can be even harder for the players when 
it’s their first time playing at the varsity level. This was the story 
for one of the freshmen on varsity, Kennedy Baltus. “I was ner- 
vous about being on varsity because this was all a new experience for me 
and I didn’t really know what to expect. The biggest challenge about this 
season for me was just trying to fit in with all of the other players and 
getting used to all of their different styles of playing the game,” said Baltus. 



“This was by far | 
the best season 
_ that I have ever 
1 played.” -Megan 
^^^Tuttle, 12 



Setting up her serve, sophomore 
Lisette Roldan gets ready to hit the 
ball towards the other team. “You 
have to be consistent and aggres- 
sive when you serve because serv- 
ing is a key point to being success- 
ful in volleyball,” said Roldan. 


Gathered in a huddle, freshman 
Hannah Miller says a chant with 
her teammates before the game 
starts. “Being a freshman on varsity 
was an enjoyable experience for 
me. All of the girls were friendly 
and never left me out In the end 
we all got really close with each 
other,” said Miller. 


Before each game, it is tradition 
at Griffith High School to pause 
for the National Anthem. “During 
that time, I can only think of how 
hard we worked to accomplish 
everything during this season,” said 
sophomore Jordan Baltus. 




“Volleyball is a lot of work, but its rewarding in the end.” -Erica Yost, 10 



Varsity 



Row 1: Megan Tuttle. Jordan Baltus, Kelsey Bonewits, Hannah Miller, Michelle Lesniewski, Stacie Hansen 
Row 2: Melissa Martinez, Melissa Miller, Ally Krajnak, Cathy Dilbeck, Lisette Roldan, Kennedy Baltus, 

Emily Tuttle 


Junior Varsity 



Row 1: Erica Yost, Jenna DeRolf, Vickie Mares, Faith York, Jessie Mazzone 
Row 2:Emily Tuttle, Jasmine Alvarez, Cassie Root, Jen Kiapak, Taylor 
Backe, Ciarra Kroslack, Melissa Martinez 


Girl’s Volleyball 


Team 

Score 

Merrillville 

3-0 

East Chicago 

3-0 

Whiting 

3-0 

Hammond High 

3-0 

Munster 

3-0 

Andrean 

3-0 

Hobart 

3-0 

Winamac 

2-0 

Merrillville 

2-0 

North Judson 

2-0 

Calumet Christian 

2-0 

Morton 

3-0 

Highland 

3-0 

KV 

3-1 

Lowell 

3-1 

North Newton 

2-1 

Calumet 

2-0 

Gavit 

2-0 

Wheeler 

2-1 

Munster 

3-0 

Andrean 

3-0 

Gavit 

3-0 

Hobart 

3-0 

Calumet 

3-0 

Highland 

3-0 

KV 

3-0 



Lowell 

3-0 

Bishop Noll 

3-0 

Sectionals 

Lew Wallace 

3-0 

Gavit 

3-0 

Regionals 

Andrean 

3-0 


It All Has to End 



Four years is all it takes to complete high school. It goes by so fast and at the 
end you can’t even believe all of what happened in that amount of time. When 
you play sports, it seems like that time goes by even faster. You look forward 
to every upcoming season 
like it’s your last By the end 
of those four years, you can 
remember starting off as a 
freshman just like yesterday. 

That’s the story for senior 
Michelle Lesniewski. She has 
played the sport of volleyball in 
the same position, middle back, 
for all four years during high 
school. The hardest part about 
her position is getting up the ball 
once it is spiked into the comers 
of the court Along with playing 
the game itself there is condition- 
ing needed in order to prepare the 
players. “The hardest physical activ- 
ity that I had to do during the season 
was box sprints,” said Lesniewski. All 
of this hard work paid off in the end 
when the girls made it all the way to 
regionals against Andrean. “My favorite 
part of sectionals was when senior Me- 
lissa Miller made a diving one handed 
play. We were probably more excited be- 
cause of that one play than actually win- 
ning sectionals,” said Lesniewski. The season is now over for this senior, but 
there are tons of memories to make up for it. "I will miss playing and, of 
course, my team.” 


“Volleyball practices get really intense sometimes.” -Jordan Baltus, 11 







Last years soccer season showed how a team can stick together and 
help support each other, even through the tough times. Earlier in the 
year, two brothers on the team, junior Thomas Kudyba and senior Nick 
Kudyba, along with the coach, Wally Kudyba, had to deal with the loss 
of their mother and wife. The team showed support of 
the players and their coach during the season by wear- 
ing pink shirts that were dedicated to the brothers’ mom. 

They also made a promise to dedicate each game to their 
coach. Everyone on the team played for a special purpose 
this year in honor of their teammates and coach. 

The team had both high and low points during the 


2011 season. They started off the season on the right foot. 

: of the season at home was against Morton 
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The Team Sticks Together 

second round of sectionals. Even though we didn’t do as well as 
planned, I had a good year with my team,” said junior Thomas Kudyba. 

At sectionals this year, the boys soccer team did not pass their ex- 
pectations. They faced Highland High School at their home field and 
the Griffith boys were defeated in the first round. The 
final score was 2-0. The boys kept their heads up after 
their loss. This sectional game was just their motiva- 
tion to work even harder next year. The varsity team 
tried their best during this soccer season and were 
able to stick together, even through the hard times 
and losses they faced together. 


The first game 

High School, who the boys shut out 3-0. This was the 
first win of the boys’ soccer season. Griffith was victorious and had high 
hopes for the rest of the season. Unfortunately, the boys struggled to 
continue a winning streak and had a tougher time towards the end of 
the season. “In the beginning, we thought we would advance to the 


“I had a memo- I 
rable year with my ® 
team.” 
-Thomas Kudyba, 

11 


The 2011 soccer season was the last year for the 
seniors on the team. Senior night was a big night for 
them. The boys walked out with their family and 
friends and gave a short speech in order to commemorate their last 
few years playing the game they love the most. “Senior night was a 
good time and it was great to see everyone on the team again,” said 
senior Justin Turner. 



This year was the last year Thomas 
Kudyba, junior, gets to play with his 
older brother, senior Nick Kudyba. 
Tve enjoyed playing with my 
brother on the soccer field for the 
past three years. I will miss him next 
year,” said Thomas. 


Before every game, the team hi 
dies up to discuss the game pi 
“We talk about stragedy and how 
get mentally ready for the gan 
said junior Jordan Gonzal 
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“Soccer is the best sport in the world. Soccer is a passion built off fire, not flash.” -Andrew Rothchild, 








Morton 3-0 

Hobart 5-0 

Andrean 3-0 

Mooresville 2-0 

Northview 5-0 

Munster 4-0 

LaPorte 2-0 

Michigan City 2-1 

Kankakee Valley 4-1 

Portage 2-0 

Bishop Noll 2-1 

Lowell 3-1 

Clark 1-0 

Gvit 8-0 

Highland 2-0 

Wheeler 2-0 

Highland 2-0 

(sectional) 


Row 1: Coach Karl Koch, Steven Sharp. Garett Walter. Andrew Rothchild. Ron Kinesthc. Thomas Kudyba. Mark Plawecki. 
Joey Vaclavik. Jose Gonzalez 

Row 2: Josh Ashenbaugh. Jordan Gonzalez. Ryan Avalos, David Schell, Justin Turner, Christian Anaya 
Row 3: Jesus 


Row 1: Ron Kinestric, Ben Russel. Al Hassan. Eric Rush. Coach Karl Koch. Rodolfo Quintinilla. Mark Plawecki. Cody 
Tucker. Jose Gonzalez 

Row 2: Jordan Avalos. Mike Alvarez, Zane Fassoth, Patrick Bolda. Jacob Schnoor. Isaiah Jiminez. Nathan Szabo. 
Sergio Gonzalez 

Row 3: Alex Fowler. Khristian Ayala. Daniel Perez. Matt Potacki. Eddie Land. Trevor Steff an, Noah Duvnjak 
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During his game. Sophomore Mark 
Plawecki kicks the ball away from 
the opposing team. “The season 
started out slow at the begninng of 
the year but towards the end we 
progressed,” said Plawecki 


Stretching for Success 

Before every game, the team gets together and stretches. Senior Nick Kudyba, one of 
the leaders of these stretches, does as much as he can to support the team before each of 
the games because it was his last year. “My favorite part of soccer was walking out for the 
starting line-up, and I’m really going to miss playing soccer with my team,” said Kudyba. 
Everyone on the team also tries 
to mess around and lighten 
the mood during the streches 
in order to keep the team in a 
postive, upbeat mood during 
the game. 

Some of the players also get 
their lucky charms ready before 
they enter the field. Junior 
Andrew Rothchild followed 
the tradition of putting on his 
right shinguards, socks, and 
shoes before he puts on his left 
gear. Junior Jesus Aldape always 
made sure to have his lucky 
cross on. “I felt like it protected 
me because I didn’t get hurt," said Aldape. 


Boy’s Soccer 


Team Score 


“You miss 100% of the shots you don’t take!” -Mark Plawecki, 10 





Changes for the Bett%, 

The 2011 girls soccer team annexed a lot of different experiences 
this year. The Panthers first new change was a brand new coach, 
Wally Kudyba. First beginning as an assistant coach to the boy’s 
soccer team, Kudyba brought in a new style of coaching that the 
girls were not used to. “I thought it was going to be difficult coach- 
ing girls because I had coached boys, but my girls were very co- 
operative,” said Kudyba. After ev- 
ery game won, the team would 
get into a huddle and chant “1 
down, 14 to go” counting down 
the games. 

Both the varsity and junior 
varsity team got all new uni- 
forms. “The old uniforms were 
really bad. The numbers on the 
jerseys were practically gone,” 
said sophomore Vickie Smith. 
The changes to the girl’s soccer 
team made them feel intimi- 
dating and awesome. 



Senior Brianna Bias gets ready to 
give a header agaisnt Highland 
High School. Bias was playing with 
an injured left ankle. “Playing with 
my hurt ankle was a risk I had to 
take to help out my team,” said 
Bias. 


Defending her goal, junior Ka- 
tie Christenson guides her team 
through a difficult game versus 
Munster High shook “I play goalie 
almost every game,” said Chisten- 
son. The junior varsity team lost to 
Munster 1-0. 






to the maximum 


For Griffith High School’s girls soccer team, nothing is impossible. This 
year the girl’s soccer team was filled with changes, injuries, and excite- 
ment The team started conditioning in the summer with the blazing 
heat on their backs. The first serious injury of the summer 
conditioning happened to junior Rosie Quintanilla. “Dur- 
ing practice I had the ball and a defender was behind me. 

I stepped in a hidden hole and my left knee popped out 
of place.” said Quintanilla. The team thought she was on 
the ground laughing, but she was really crying in pain. The 
second injury of the season happened to senior Brianna Bias. 

“Being a senior and getting injured was really hard for me. It 
killed me to just sit there and watch everybody practice ex- 
cept for me,” said Bias. Both players were on cmtches for about half the 
season and were not able to play the first game of the season. 

This year, the girl’s soccer team went on a six game winning streak 
At their third home game against Lake Central High School, they lost 
their first game in a vigorous batde to the Indians on a wet and muddy 


field. The final score of the game was 2-1. “We definitely should have 
won that game because we did our best and played harder than they 
did,” said senior captain Alejandra Tellez. Another distressing game for 
the Panthers was against their rival: the Highland Trojans on 
Highland’s turf. The junior varsity team lost to Highland 1-0. 
The varsity team lost to the Trojans 5 - 2 . “I really do not like 
Highland and losing to them especially made me hate them 
more,” said sophomore Yadira Castellanos. 

The Panthers faced the Highland Trojans later that same 
week in their sectional bracket. The Panthers also had the 
Gavit Gladiators and the Lake Central Indians in the same 
bracket with the Trojans. In the last minutes of the game, the 
Panthers lost to the Trojans 2-1. The girls soccer team cried after their 
loss to the Trojans. 

“I think that I finished my high school soccer season better than I 
expected I would. I still love all my teammates and am going to miss 
them,” said senior Amy Russell. 


“I still love 
of my team- 
mates!” -Amy 
Russell, 12 
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“I met a lot of people during the season this year and we grew into on big family.” -Vickie Smith, 10 





Girl’s Soccer 


Team 

South Bend Adams 

Bishop Noll 

Hobart 

Andrean 

Wheeler 

Munster 

Lake Central 

Merriville 

Kankakee Valley 

Hanover Central 

Lowell 

Hebron 

Chesterton 

Highland 


Score 

1- 0 

5 - 0 
4-0 

6 - 1 
4-2 
3-1 

2 - 1 

3 - 1 

4- 2 
4-1 

4 - 0 
7-0 

5- 1 
5-2 


Row 1: Emily Duhon, Caitlin Brown, Amy Bubala, Lauren Hernandez, Shi Fassoth 

Row 2: Julie Duvnjak, Alejandra Tellez, Breanna Ally, Cristina Aldape, Katie Lastagarkov, Janelle Owczarzak, 
Taylor Stefffan 

Row 3: Amy Russell, Brooke Pospychala, Brianna Bias, Krystal Mendoza 
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Row 1: Emily Morrison, Andrea Aldape, Sam Bakker. Breanna Houser, 
Brandi Gerber, Sarah Balboa 

Row 2: Julie Duvnjak, Jesse Yamelle, Katie Christenson, Stephanie Younker, 

Cindy Mclnemey, Janelle Owczarzak, Reanna Danielwitz 

Row 3: Brooke Pospychala, Brianne Basham, Vickie Smith, Rosie Quintanilla 
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To try to get the possession of the 
ball sophomore Breanna Ally tries 
to beat her Highland opponent. 
That game was so close. I was cry 
ing after the game because it was 
our last game,” said Ally. Ally plays 
in the mid-field position. 
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Getting ready to give her team- 
mate a high-five, senior Shi Fassoth 
gets her team pumped for a game 
against Andrean High school. “Play- 
ing Andrean was my favorite game 
because it was our biggest rivalry,” 
said Fassoth. 
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“Our practices are really fun because Wally has a good sense of humor.” -Shi Fassoth, 12 






Waiting to start the race, senior Ryan 
Zubrick focuses on his main goal 
to win. “I get really pumped right 
before we take off but I try to stay 
focused,” said Zubrick. The team put 
in their best effort but had a hard 
loss against Munster. 


A Run at State* 

For junior Taylor Austin, running comes as second nature. Her love and dedicaTion for running 
ultimately paid off when she made it to state for the second time in her three years competing. 
Her season ended her sophomore year due to a severe hip injury and placing 19th at semi- 
state at New Prairie. To qualify for state this running season, Austin had to place in the top 15 at 
sectionals, regionals and semi-state. All of her hard work paid off when she placed 24th with 
the time of 18:53 at state in Terre Haute. 

“State was so exciting. I was extremely happy when 
I got 24th. Even though my hips were popping out 
of place, I still finished in a nice place.” said Austin. 

Austin experienced many diffi culties with her 
hips, but still managed to come out on top in ev- 
ery meet. Austin would often be in extreme pain 
before a meet if she did not stretch properly. Her 
hips are not evenly aligned, and can cause Aus- 
tin a lot of pain. Yet she has overcome all of it 
and made a name for herself as a runner. 

Austin has big hopes for her senior year as 
a captain. 

“Hopefully next year, I will make it to state 
again and win. I want to lead all of the team 
members to a successful last season,” said J 
Austin. 

Striving to beat his best time, se- 
nior Joel Kepchar powers through 
another long race against An- i 
drean. “I love running at invites * 
because there is more competi- —f 
don,” said Kepchar. - 


Cross 

Team 


Munster 

Lowell 

Highland 

Hobart 

KV 

Andre an 


Country 

Score 


Girls 

Bovs 

48-23 

45-18 

35-23 

45-18 

29-28 

40-21 

28-22 

46-20 

34-33 

36-30 

32-23 

50-15 



Sectionals 3rd 

Regionals 9th 


Row 1:Alyssa Robertson, Brittany Burbridge, Timothy Bullard, Kailie 
Drummund, Jason Howard, Anna Steinhubel, Samantha Aguilar 
Row 2: Tom Cunningham, Ryan Zubrick, Sarah Kuna, Steven Paprocki, 
Ted Fitzgerald, Ed Clay, Taylor Austin, Joel Kepchar, Shannon Shiedel 
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“I felt like I was able to lead my team really well this year.” -Joel Kepchar, 12 







Huddling with his team before a 
meet, senior Timmy Bullard pre- 
pares to race at the Whiting Invite. 
“We try to really focus in on our 
mind set and come out on top,” 
said Bullard. 


The team enjoys their last run 
before sectionals at their practice 
at Oak Ridge Prairie. “The team 
this year was really close. We were 
like a family,” said freshman Jessica 
Leslie. Leslie’s best time during the 
2011 season was 24:25. 


Racing to the 7 


Running in the hot summer sun to running in the crisp, autumn 
air, the cross country team ran every meet striving to beat their op- 
ponents and their biggest rival, themselves. To achieve their best 
times, the members of the cross country team ran up and down hills, 
jumped over small creeks, and travelled extreme distances. 

“You have to build up your endurance and muscle 
strength to jump over the obstacles,” said senior Ed Clay. 

Beginning June 15 th, after Tinich Camp, the runners 
would start their training for the season. Meeting at Oak 
Ridge Praire, Indiana Dunes, and GHS, the team spent every 
day running to prepare for their meets. Early morning prac- 
tices occupied many of the runners’ summer days. 

“It really stinks getting up early and practicing in the heat during the 
summer but when the season comes, it all pays off” said sophomore 
Steven Paprocki. 

The girl’s cross country team finished conference 3-3, while the 
boy’s team went 0-6. This record was partially due to the unfortunate 
injuries that occured during the season. Many of the meets were clo- 


Passion for Speed 


se in score but the team unfortunately did not do as well in every meet as 
they would have hoped to. 
ugh ( 
sful 


Although GHS did not come out on top at every meet, they had some 
very success: 


“We left every- 
thing we had on 
the course 
-Samantha Agui- 
lar, 12 




runners such as junior Taylor Austin, senior Joel Kepchar 
and freshman Brittany Burbridge. They had the best times of 
the season and advanced after sectionals. 

“We were surprised on how well Brittany ran since she is 
only a freshman. She blew us away, and we expect great things 
from her over her next three years of high school,” said coach 
Shannon Shiedel, FCS. 

For the seniors on the team, their high hopes of making it to 
regionals and beyond ended this season. The juniors, sopho- 
mores, and freshmen have another chance to beat their best times and get 
as far as they can. 

“Since there is not a lot of us on cross country, all of us became really close 
as the season went on. I tried to get close to everyone since it’s my senior 
year. As a family, we all left everything we had on the course,” said senior 
Samantha Aguilar. 


“Running can be really challenging, but it gets easier as the season goes on.” -Brittany Burbridge, 9 
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Life is ten percent what happens and ninety percent your 
reaction to whatever comes your way. Being disabled, either 
physically or mentally, doesn’t have to stop someone from liv- 
ing an “average life.” This applies to senior Rachel Solar, who has 
a prosthetic leg and participated on Griffith’s varsity golf team. 
“Playing golf has helped me become a stronger person,” said 
Solar. “ I have to work hard to get a good outcome, and never 
give up... even if it does get hard.” Solar has frm while work- 
ing hard with golf. Everyone needs something in their life to 
brighten it up. Solar strug- 
gles with everyday activities 
as simple as walking. It is 
hard for her to keep up with 
other girls on the team and 
if she is in pain, she always 
toughs it out and keeps on 
going. Solar has to put out 
extra time and effort to be 
able to do the things she 
does. It takes a lot of pa- 
tience and emotional stress 
to play a sport, not only for 
average students, but espe- 
cially for physically disabled 

Practicing at the driving range, 
sophomore Chandler Adkins works 
on improving her shot. “Golf is a 
lot harder than people expect. It 
takes hard work and time to get 
better,” said Adkins. Adkins spends 
her weekends golfing. 




By checking the distance at hole 
four, sophomore Chandler Adkins 
gets her shot straight at Sherwood 
Golf Center. “Practice makes per- 
fect,” Adkins said. Adkins is focused 
and ready to go on with the match. 



Girls Golf 


Team 

Score 

Clark 

224-251 

Andrean 

231-237 

Highland 

212-236 

Lowell 

205-244 

Hobart 

200-219 

Crown Point 

199-231 

Munster 

196-244 

KV 

194-219 

Hanover Central 

180-230 

Munster 

184-231 



Row 1 :Sara Maywald, Da’Shauna Walker, Ann Ficht, Chandler Atkins, Rachel 
Solar 

Row 2: Christy Amur, Kathryn Baum, Mike Worosz, Paige Obermeyer, Brittni 
McLemore 


“Golf is a mental sport.” -Ann Ficht, 11 
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A lot of students don’t consider golf a sport but they don’t understand 
the time and patience it takes to be good. Golf may not require run- 
ning. jumping, or tackling but it requires hard work and determination 
just like any other sport Griffith’s golf team practiced three days a week, 
from six to about eight in the morning. 

“Waking up early was refreshing and we got most of the 
course to ourselves,” said sophomore Da’Shauna Walker. 

Meets were played during the day and lasted about two and 
a half to three hours depending on how they were playing. 


Making Changes 
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Golf is said to be a very calming sport but that is not always 

. frustrate 


the case. It can be considered a frustrating sport. 

The team expanded from four players two years ago to ten 
last year, and finally to nine players this year. 

The goal is to get the golf ball into the hole with the least 
amount of strokes. For other sports its how many points you can get 
but for golf its the complete opposite. You don’t want the high score. 
A regular match for the girls is nine holes. Invites are eighteen holes. 
Although the golf team didn’t have such a great season this year, junior 


“I hope to make 
all the way to 
next year by work- 
ing hard,” said ju- 
Christy Anzur. 
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Christy Anzur made it individually all the way to Regionals. 
Anzur finished second in the individual spot at sectionals. She 
qualified for the top six overall at sectionals. “It was an awesome 
accomplishment for it being my first year on the team,” said ju- 
nior Christy Anzur. 

Every team has their own way of bonding but for 
our girls golf team it’s going to Culvers for ice cream 
after meets. Most team bondings consist of eating pas- 
ta. The girls golf team has started a tradition of going 
to Culvers after meets suggested by senior Rachel Solar. 
Solar may have started a new trend for all the years 
under her and she hopes it carries on. 

This year has been a great season for the girls even 
with the losses. Next year the girls look forward to the 
exciting short bus rides driven by Mike Worosz, RE.. Hopefully, 
with positive determination and a lot of practice, the majority of 
the girls will qualify for Regionals. State is the goal for most high 
school students, but it’s a privilege to get there. 



Looking for the ball, senior Rachel 
Solar helps the other team. Players 
have to look for the balls after they 
are teed off. “Golf is actually really 
hard and takes a lot of focus and 
determination just like any other 
sport,” said Solar. 

Lifting her club club carefully to 
make sure nothing happens to 
it. Sophomore De’Shauna Walker 
moves onto the next hole. “In gold, 
to not think is the best thinking,” 
said Walker. 



Care- 
fully hit- 
ting through a big 
bucket of golf balls, junior 
Ann Ficht prepares for her match at 
Sherwood Golf Center against KV and Hobart. 
“Golf is something you can do your whole life unlike a 
lot of sports that you can get injured in,” said Ficht. 



“I really enjoyed my season this year.” -Paige Obermyer, 11 
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During one of his tennis practices, 
junior Matt Seiluns practices his 
ground stroke. “I kept messing 
up but finally perfected it,” said 
Seiluns. 

During tennis practice, senior 
Kodie Hayes practices for his 
next meet. “You have to play for 
chaos,” says Hayes. 


Up PolriiB 


This year, the Griffith boys tennis team went farther than they have 
in past years. “It was one of the best years we have had yet,” said ju- 
nior Ross Myers. The boys tennis team advanced to sectionals after 
their regular season play. Sectionals are normally played in 
Munster, but this year they were played at a new location. 

The tennis team played in the sectional finals at Merrillville 
High School, which was beneficial for them. Sectional fi- 
nals consisted of six teams and took place on September 22, 

2011. The boys tennis record stayed approximately the same 
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this year in comparison to past years, but participating in 
: farth< 


finals was the farthest they have ever gone in sectionals. This 
turned out to be a success for boys tennis, even though they 
didn’t end up winning. 

Some of the players play tennis for many different reasons, 
such as playing to stay in shape for other sports they happen to partici- 
pate in or to just simply have fun or relax. For example, senior Garrett 
Litke plays tennis for fun and to relax and have a good time. Litke also 
participates in basketball and baseball and plans on playing baseball ra- 


“It was one 
of the 
best years we 
have had yet.” 
-Ross Myers, 11 


ther than tennis in college. On the other hand, senior Kodie Hayes plans 
on playing tennis in college and hopefully pursuing tennis as a career 
in the near future. Hayes believes that he has a really good shot at be- 
coming a professional tennis player because his coaches and 
team have told him that he has a natural form. He has done 
very well, especially for a student who started the season 
later than the others. Hayes enjoys playing tennis because 
it’s different from the other sports. It’s more of a two in one 
sport for him because he can play as a team and for himself 
as well. 

Freshman Brett Tauber plays tennis mainly to stay in shape 
because he plays both basketball and baseball after the ten- 
nis season. It also helps him practice his foot work for base- 
ball. Tauber plans on playing tennis next year to better him- 
self in not only playing tennis, but in playing baseball as well. 

Many players, however, play tennis just to enjoy themselves. Senior 
Garrett Litke sees playing tennis as an escape. “I like playing tennis be- 
cause it’s relaxing and I have a good time while I play,” said Litke. 


i0© *^ unster was m y f av °dte game because it was really challenging and tested my skills.” 


' -Aaron Brown, 9 










Serving Up 


The tennis team is very close. Almost as close as a family, mit the irony 
in this situation is that junior Matt Seiluns and sophomore Dion Seiluns 
are brothers! Matt expresses how his brother, Dion, decided to switch 
sports this year with boys tennis instead of football. Matt also said how 
Dion caught on so quickly and eventually became better than him with a 
year less of experience. Dion likes the fact that he and his brother are on 
the same team because Matt helps Dion with all the different techniques 
required in playing tennis. Matt also gives his brother advice on Dion’s 
mistakes and how he can 
improve. They spend a lot 
of time warming up, practic- 
ing, and playing doubles to- 
gether. Dion enjoys playing 
tennis because it’s different 
and he’s able to play with his 
brother and friends that he 
made on the team this year. 

“I love how close my brother 
and I are and how we can 
spend quality time with each 
other playing a sport that we 
both like to do,” said Dion. 


At tennis practice drilling with 
coach Tracy Sines, senior Gar- 
rett Litke manages to improve his 
record for the tennis season. “It was 
a great last season and I’m going to 
miss it,” said Litke. 


Playing doubles, junior Ross Myers 
and sophomore Matthew Csonka 
play a good game but unfortu- 
nately lost playing against Wheeler. 
Tennis is amazing and I can’t wait 
for next year,” said Myers. 



Boy’s Tennis 

Team Score 


Hobart 3-2 

KV 3-2 

Munster 5-0 

Highland 5-0 

Gavit 4-1 

Sectionals 

Andrean 5-0 

Merrillville 4- 1 



Row 1: Tracy Sines, Ross Myers, Garrett Litke, Brett Tauber, Jordan Long, Dion Seiluns, Mark Harnew 
Row 2: Matthew Csonka, Kodie Hayes, Matt Seiluns, Aaron Brown 


“KV was my favorite game because it lasted a really long time and the games kept getting tied 
up and exciting.” -Dion Seiluns, 10 






Girl’s Basketball 


Team 

Score 

Lake Central 

50-45 

River Forest 

55-19 

Wheeler 

33-24 

Hobart 

30-25 

Morton 

41-27 

Clark 

47-15 

Hebron 

41-23 

Rensselaer Central 

57-25 

Andrean 

54-32 

Munster 

33-29 

Bowman Academy 

53-43 

Wheeler 

38-35 

Hanover Central 

50-44 

Kankakee Valley 

57-49 

Hammond Gavit 

47-23 

Highland 

49-29 

Lowell 

46-27 

East Chicago 

51-27 

Gary West Side 

41-39 

Hammond High 

45-44 

Calumet 

55-19 

Gavit (Sectional) 

47-15 

Gary Roosevelt 
(Sectional) 

52-39 

Hammond High (Sec- 
tional) 

35-19 

South Bend St. Joseph 
(Regionals) 

34-31 



Row 1: Brianna Nelson, Taryn Grin, Alyssa Gebo, Taylor Austin, Sammi Adams 

Row 2: Courtney Bell, Vanessa Blankenship, Emily Witvoet, Brooke Brinkley, Emma Blackard, 

Jasmine Alvarez, Amy Bubala 



Row 1 : Celestine Keys, Damenna Williams, Lisette Roldan, Aliah King, Taryn Grin 
Row 2: Jasmine Alvarez, Jazmine Bell, Megan Zurawski, Melissa Ahlquist, Jessica Leslie 
Row 3: Amy Bubala, Tori Traicoff, Brianna Carter, Courtney Bell 


Toward the end of the third quar- 
ter, sophomore Sammi Adams 
takes a shot at making her free 
throws. “When I shoot a free throw, 
I try not to think about anything 
or not to focus on something too 
much,” said Adams. 


In it, to wjn it! 


The Lady Panthers started their season off with a mind set of going big or go- 
ing home. Some of their fans doubted the team’s success, but the Lady Panthers 
were able to prove them wrong. During their games, whether they were home or 
away, everyone pushed themselves harder and harder in order to bring home the 
win. Throughout the season, the girls were showing their fans that they had what 
it takes. “Practices were hard, but we got through them as a team. All of the hard 
work was worth it in the end. We were able to show our potential at sectionals,” 

said freshman Courtney Bell. 

The first round of the tournament 
started off with sectionals. The Lady 
Panthers had their head in the game. 
The first game the girls played in 
resulted in a win. They continued this 
streak throughout the next two games 
of sectionals. In the end, Griffith’s 
girls basketball team won the title of 
sectional champs against Roosevelt. 
“Being a sectional champ makes me 
want to play harder so that I can play 
more next year,” said sophomore Amy 
Bubala. After sectionals, the team pro- 
ceeded to regionals where they lost 
their first game to South Bend. 




Visiting 

Team 



“I love working as a team during the basketball season.” -Taryn Grin, 10 









After the sectional championship 
game, junior Taylor Austin climbs the 
ladder and cuts off part of the net 
“This season went well, even though 
everyone thought we wouldn’t go far. 
We were able to prove them wrong,” 
said Austin. 

During a time out the team gathers 
around Coach Tom Golumbeck to 
discuss the game plan. “Basketball has 
been a good experience and I will 
miss the season, as well as my team- 
mates next year,” said senior Emily 
Witvoet. 





Girls aive it their all 


Throughout the year, the Lady Panthers work together as a team in showedme our potential to act as a real team. I am really excited to go 

many ways. In the summer, everyone attends summer conditioning next year because I know it helps everyone out in the end,” said fresh- 

and are determined to work hard. At conditioning, both varsity and man Brianna Carter. 


junior varsity work together as one. “Waking up early in 
the morning was really hard to do. I wanted to sleep in so 
badly but I knew that all this hard work will pay off in the 
end,” said sophomore Jasmine Alvarez. 

Another event the Lady Panthers participate in the sum- 
mer is the litde girls summer camp. In the camp, the high 
school girls basketball players help teach litde girls the tips 
and tricks of basketball. “I like to work with kids, so the 
litde girls basketball camp is something I really enjoy,” said 
senior Brooke Brinkley. 

By the end of October, the Lady Panthers come together 
again by attending the field trip to Iron Oaks. The girls learned how 
to work as a team in order to get the job done. They went through so 
many activites that also allowed the team to become closer with one 
another. “The Iron Oaks trip was a blast As we worked together, it 



“Basketball is my 
passion and I can’ll 
wait to give it my 
all next season 
and win regionals.” 
-Tori TraicofF, 9 


■ and wi 
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During the basketball season, the girls once again show 
that they are a true team. On the night before games, the 
girls follow a common tradition of going to pasta night. Ev- 
eryone eats pasta and loads up on the carbohydrates so that 
they are well prepared for the games. “I love pasta so much. 
Some of the other teammates and I race to pasta night be- 
cause we want to be the first ones served. It’s also another 
way that we get to bond as a team,” said sophomore Emma 
Blackard. 

Another tradition is the prayer before they play. To ensure 
their luck, the Lady Panthers circle up and say a prayer 
together. “This was the last year of my basketball season and I will truly 
miss it next year. The prayer circles before the games made me feel 
confident and after, whether we won or loss, I knew we all played our 
hardest,” said senior Emily WivoeL 


“My overall basketball experience was something to remember” -Megan Zurawski, 10 





Boys Basketball 
Team Score 


Whiting 
Clark 
Morton 
Highland 
Crown Point 

Hobart (Wheeler Tourney) 

Clark (Wheeler Tourney) 

Hanover Central 

Hobart 

East Chicago 

Gavit 

Andrean 

Munster 

Hammond High 

Calumet 

Rensselaer Central 
Bishop Noll 
Kankakee Valley 
Lake Station 
Lowell 

Sectionals 

Gary Roosevelt 


40-37 

49-42 (OT) 

72-49 

67-50 

67-42 

47-37 

42-30 

70-61 

40-38 

80-45 

58-55 

75-60 

77-30 

60-58 

55-48 

58-55 

75-49 

55-51 (2 OT) 

54-30 

75-72 


Row 1: Stephanie Brandner. Flint Powell. Garrett Litke, Erick Johnson, Kyle Buikema. Jesse 
Smith, Amanda Bakko 

Row 2: Jeff McClanahan, Edward Clay. Brandon Gale. Ben Parish, Robert Fleishman , Austin 
Brown. Justin Fronek 


75-56 


Row 1: Matt Colomes, Kyle Buikema. Brandon Dyer 
Row 2: Rodney Lewis, Tyrell McLaurin, Stephen Fry, 
Brandon Gale, Kortland Bryant 


Robert Hernandez, Kentrell Allen, Mavarick Richardson 

Row 2: Lawrence Mosley, Joshua Terzarial, Brett Tauber, Brandon 

Siska, Michael Lunsford. Antonio Suarez. Chad Campbell 


During their pre-game warm up, 
senior Garrett Litke gets his team 
ready to play. “Being a captain, I feel 
like it’s my responsibility to look out 
for my team,” said litke. Litke has 
played on the basketball team since 
his freshman year. 




Bonding is a common part of team sports. It brings the team closer together and helps them feel like a family. 
Every team has their own way of bonding. The boys basketball team has pasta nights at different times during 
their seasons, which the parents of the team put 
together for the boys after practice. 

Pasta nights were located in the lobby right out- 
side the main gym. The team ate dinner together, 
along with any of their family that wished to at- 
tend. The dinners usually consisted of pasta, salad, 
bread, and dessert. 

“I love having pasta nights. They’re a great way 
to bring the team together, especially before a big 
game. The team is usually quiet; we mentally pre- 
pare for our next game. It’s a nice feeling to have 
the team around you. And the food is always 
amazing,” said sophomore Matt Colomes. 

The parents of the team put a lot of work into 
organizing the pasta nights. They had to get 
permission to have it, and get enough tables and 
chairs for the team. If it wasn’t for the parents, thi 
team wouldn’t have had successful pasta nights. 


Playing Together 


104 “Basketball is by far my favorite sport.” -Rodney Lewis, 10 







Working on up 


After having a rough season, making a comeback is not an easy 
thing to accomplish. It requires dedication and hard work from all the 
players and coaches. But even with all that, sometimes that still is not 
enough. 

The boys’ season started in the summer with practices a 
couple days a week. The summer practices gave the players 
a chance to practice their skills for the upcoming season, 
since many had not played since the previous season 
ended. The team didn’t practice from the end of July until 
conditioning began again in the fall, where the main prior- 
ity was getting the team in shape. Conditioning lasted up to 
the first regular practice of the season in November. 

“Playing basketball on the high school team takes a lot 
of dedication. You can’t just go to practices when you feel like it. The 
team depends on each other to be at practice every day and to work 
hard to get better for the next game,” said junior Jesse Smith. 

For the first few weeks of practice, the team really works on learning 
their plays for the season and getting their defense up to the level that 


Striving for success 


“I’m really glad il 
made the high- ■ 
school basketball 


it needs to be at All the little things that are needed for the season are 
fixed before the first game. 

Injuries always hurt a team, and figuring out how to work around 

them is always a challenge. Junior Austin Brown dislocated 
his shoulder the weekend before sectionals started while 
snowboarding. Brown played a large role on the team, and 
not being able to play affected their outcome. Junior Ben 
Parish was also injured towards the end of the season; he 
damaged his ACL playing kickball in team sports. 

“It’s hard to have to play without players, especially 
Chad Campbell, 9 when they are an important part of the team. We did our 
best to win without them, but our best just wasn’t good 
enough,” said sophomore Flint Powell. 

The boys’ season didn’t go as well as they had hoped it would. With 
only three wins, the team has a lot to work on for next season. Tm 
really excited for next season. Even though the last few years haven’t 
been too good, I feel that if everyone puts in their best effort from the 
beginning, we’ll be good,” said sophomore Erick Johnson. 



team. 




Shooting free throws against the Ha- 
nover Central Wildcats, junior Austin 
Brown focuses on making the shot. 

“I try to take the game one step at a 
time, and not get ahead of myself. 
That’s the most important thing I 
can do on the court,” said Brown. 


While being announced with the 
starting line up at Munster High 
School, senior Robert Fleishman 
walks on the court. Tve come a 
long way since freshman year, and 
I’m proud of myself for starting my 
senior year,” said Fleishman. 


10S 


“I learned a lot this season.” -Brett Tauber, 9 




At a Griffith football game against 
Morton, the Pantherettes form a 
“G” in a letter block. “I love foot- 
ball games because they prepare 
us for competition season,” said 
freshman Taylor Dunagan. 



This year, "team" came to 
mean more to the Griffith 
Pantherettes than it ever had 
before, as they learned to rely 
on each odier for support 
after the loss of their former 
coach, Ms. Teri Calhoun. Cal- 
houn had coached the Pan- 
therettes for four years. On 
October 2, 2011, however, her 
courageous two and a half 
year batde with esophageal 
cancer came to an end. 

“Losing Miss Cal was one 
of the hardest things I’ve ever 
been through. She was so 
strong and she taught us so 
muck She always told us that we were the reason she lived so long, 
and knowing this made every minute of practice worth it We’re all 
blessed to have known her,” said senior Hanna Vrabely. 

Calhoun touched the lives of every Pantherette that she coached. 
"She was more than a coach; she was like our second mother. Til 
never forget her competition morning breakfasts, her montages at 
the end of the year, or team bonding at her house,” said senior Mal- 
lory Baccino. 

In remembrance of Calhoun, the Pantherettes wore purple em- 
blems on every competition costume. They wore a purple cancer 
ribbon on the back oi their pom uniform and purple rhinestones on 
their hip hop shoes. The seniors received purple flowers for senior 
night and Calhoun’s old Pantherette shirts that say “Coach” and “Ms. 
Calhoun” on the back as gifts. The seniors wore these shirts during 
the award ceremony at the State competition. 


Live Strong, 

Dance Stronger 


Standing and waiting for their 
pom music to start, the Griffith 
Pantherettes focus on their 
competition routine. “Dancing at 
basketball games is scary because 
you are closer to the student 
section,” said sophomore Sarah 
Vrabely. 




Host 

Clark 
Munster 
Kahler 
Lake Central 
Lake Central 
(Regionals) 
New Castle 
(State) 


Competition 


Pom 

Hip Hop 

Ensemble 

4th 

4th 

1st 

2nd 

3rd 

3rd 

2nd 

2nd 

2nd 

1st 

2nd 

1st 

2nd 

2nd 

2nd 

5th 

4th 

1st 

Sarah Guistolisi 
Brooke Maglish 
Sarah Joyce 
Brianne Robertson 


Soloist 


1st 

Brooke Maglish 


Row 1: Sarah Guistolisi, Mallory Baccino, Sarah Clark, Hanna Vrabely 
Row 2: Sara Fisch, Vicki Solivais, Katie Bridges, Emilee Trueblood, 
Kathy Karwatka 

Row 3: Brianne Robertson, Rebecca Perez, Sydney Hilbrich, Sara 
Joyce, Tessa Trueblood, Sarah Vrabely, Marisa Rios, Brooke Maglish, 
Taylor Dunagan 


106 “i 


was so 


proud of the way my team pulled it together this year.” 


-Emilee Trueblood, 12 









This year proved to be yet another busy and very long season for the it was 
Griffith Pantherettes. Tryouts for the 2011-2012 season were held in April 
2011. Early summer consisted of intense conditioning and skills practic- 
es, along with a Future Pantherettes Dance Camp in early July. The Pan- 
therettes and the campers performed in the Fourth of July 
Parade. In late July, the Pantherettes attended a four day UDA 
Dance Camp at Pheasant Run Resort in St. Charles, Illinois. 

During this time, they learned various routines and took 
technique classes, while still finding some time to explore 
the resort and go swimming. “The most memorable part of 
UDA camp was definitely doing “The Wop” in a room after 
curfew with two other teams,” said sophomore Marisa Rios. 

The Griffith Pantherettes also learned their entire com- 
petition pom routine at the end of the summer. They 
spent four hours each day learning this routine for a week. 

The Pantherettes spent the fall making up and learning football rou- 
tines, learning their competition hip hop routine and preparing for 
the upcoming competition season. The Pantherettes performed at 
every home football game. “Football season was my favorite because 


Purpose 

s more relaxed than competition s 



competition season,” said senior Vicki Solivais. 
On October 2nd, the Pantherettes faced a devastating loss when their 
former coach, Teri Calhoun, passed away. The Pantherettes came togeth- 
er to accept and adjust to a new coach, Joanne Joyce, while 
making sure to keep Calhoun’s memory a large part of their 


season. 


tea Perez, 

lie! 


In December, the Pantherettes began both basketball sea- 
son and competition season. They performed competition 
routines at home games and attended six competitions, in- 
cluding the State Finals. During competition season, they 
competed in the pom, hip hop, small jazz ensemble, ana 
solo category. The ensemble team consisted of senior Sarah 
Guistolisi, sophomores Brooke Maglish and Sara Joyce, and 


igiisr 

freshman Brianne Robertson. Maglish also competed as 

iloi 


soloist, against every other sophomore, junior and senior sofoist in the 
state. The Pantherettes placed fifth in pom and fourth in hip hop at state, 
and left with a state champion tide in ensemble and solo. “It felt amaz- 


i in pom and fourth in hip hop at state, 

ing to win first place in ensemble at state because we worked really hard 
and we deserved it,” said sophomore Brianne Robertson. 




Learning Dance 

It ingp 





In an extension, the dancer 
holds her leg near her face with 
her other leg on the ground. 
Both legs are straight and the 
extended foot is pointed. 


In a Grande Jete. the dancer 
leaps to a full split position. 
The front leg sweeps up. 


Brooke Maglish, 10 



Vicki Solivais, 12 


A Genie Jump is very simi 
lar to a toe touch. In a 


Genie Jump, how- 
ever, the head is tucked. 



/kafc£Qy& 

“Arabesque” is a French term 
meaning “in Arabic 
fashion.” The dancer stands on 
one leg with the other extended 
behind her. 


Sara Fisch, 10 



Getting ready to compete ensem- 
ble at the EHSDTA State Competi- 
tion, sophomore Brooke Maglish 
applies lipstick in the mirror with 
freshman Brianne Robertson. '1 
loved ensemble, it was one of my 
favorite dances that I’ve ever done,” 
said Maglish 

In December, the Pantherettes held 
a Future Pantherette Dance Camp 
for girls aged preschool through 
eighth grade. Performing at the 
showcase with her group, senior 
Sarah Clark smiles. “The litde girls 
love camp, and its great to see 
them enjoy it,” said Clark. 



“This turned out to be a great year.” -Sara Fisch, 10 
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To the End! 


The 2011-2012 season brought a lot of unexpected things for this 
squad. Going to a new camp and having male lifters join for the first 
time were just a few to name. “Even though we had 
a rough season and we lost our coach in the middle 
of the year, we still stuck together and got through 
everything, with the help from Mrs. Vehrs, and I am 
glad she helped us,” said freshman Christy Slagle. 

This summer the girls went to an extreme stunt 
camp at Indiana University in Bloomington. Most 


)g was I 

fight, | , 


girls did not know what to except out of this camp 
considering it was the squads first 


“Cheerleading 
like a long fight 
broken nose and being 
kicked and punched 
everyday.” 
-Tyler Lipski, 1 0 


time attending. 

All the girls made great memories in between all the 
long hard hours they put in to compete at this camp. 

“I will never forget this cheer camp and all the mem- 
ories I made there with all the girls, but the best were ninja rolling down 
the hall at two in the morning and laughing so hard, because Christy 
Slagle and Alexis Singer peed their pants,” said freshmen Kourtney 


I evt 
I -Tylei 


Washick. This year was the first time in many years that the GHS cheer- 
leading squad had male lifters. Sophomore Tyler lipski, Michael Delpino 
and senior Josh Bodnar was the answer to a new addition to 
the cheer squad. The main reason they joined was to stay in 
shape for the next football season and their spring sports. 
Cheerleading is all about using muscles, and that would 
help me get better at football,” said Delpino. Having only a 
three day try-out and the one Saturday to learn what most 
girls learn throughout their years of cheering was a task taken 
upon these guys as one would say “impossible”. “The boys 
were incredible assets to the squad. They learned quickly, they 
were strong, and they always brought positive energy to ev- 
ery practice and game,” said senior Kylah Eatman. “Having the 
guys made doing more college like stunts easier for the girls 
to accomplish. Stunting with the guys was great. They’re hard working and 
they always brought positive attitudes no matter what the situation was,” 
said freshmen Savannah Gutierrez. 




During a quarter cheer at the 
home varsity football game, sopho- 
more Dana Lesniewski hits her 
toe-touch basket toss. “Basket tosses 
are my favorite stunts because I 
love doing all the tricks in the air,” 
said Lesniewski. 

This year at the pep rally the cheer- 
leaders performed a quarter cheer, 
stunt and a competition routine. 

“It is really fun flying, but at times 
it can be scary, depending on 
your stunt,” said freshman Emilie 
Martoccio. 


“With all of us having challenges across the season, we were always able to come through them and grow really close.” -Elizabeth Morikis, 9 





To keep the crowd pumped, soph- 
omore Destiny Moore goes into a 
full at a time-out during the Lowell 
basketball game. “When I’m flying, 

I just tune out the entire world and 
just think that the spotlight is now 
on me, and I like it that way,” said 
Moore. 





Row 1: Lisa Calvillo, Sarah Dodson, Ellison Cullen 
Row 2: Dana Lesniewski, Kylah Eatman, Kamille Manning, Destiny Moore 
Row 3: Morgan Dillon, Jenny Lanfear, Josh Bodnar, Tyler Lipski, Michael 
Delpino, Crystal Vanwhite, Emilie Martoccio 


Row 1: Kourtney Washick, Elizabeth Morikis, Kyla Manning 
Row 2: Christy Slagle, Savannah Gutierrez, Alexis Singer 









Sir- 


Showing off their hard work, 
sophomores Alexis Singer and 
Michael Delpino did a shoulder 
stand during the basketball game. 
"Stunting with the guys for the first 
time was definitely difficult to get 
used to, but in the end it made all 
stunts easier,” said Singer. 


At the boys home basketball game, 
senior Jenny Lanfear flew for the 
first time. It became a tradition 
that there would be a senior stunt 
group every senior night “I was 
glad I passed the fear and did it 
but it was terrifying,” said Lanfear. 


Starting high school can be stressful as it is, but adding sports into 
the mix makes it seem like your life is nonexistent As a freshman, 
you need to prepare yourself with a new schedule to fit in all of 
your practices, homework, studying, and a tittle bit of time to spend 
with your friends. Sarah Dodson began her freshmen year trying out 
for the cheerleading squad. She ended up making the varsity cheer- 
leading squad, along with freshman Emilie Martoccio. Dodson has 
been cheering since the 7 th grade. “My favorite thing about cheering 
is actually being there and cheering for the team, stunting is just 
another positive thing,” said Dodson. Dodson is a base and flyer on 
squad. A base is the girl who 
holds up the stunt and a flyer 
is the girl who is in the air. “It’s 
pretty fun doing more than 
one spot. It also it shows me 
if I put my mind to it, I can do 
anything,” said Dodson. 

Dodson had a lot of good 
moments throughout her 
first year of high school 
cheerleading. “The most 
memorable moment would 
have to be going to the 
extreme stunt camp this 
summer and being a flyer for 
the first time in my life,” said 
Dodson. 

Dodson plans on doing 
cheerleading for the rest of 
her high school career. While 
doing it for four years, she 
has hopes that the program 
will grow. “What I really hope 
to see is that we all become 
a lot closer and that we go to 
competitions and do great,” 
said Dodson. 


Cheering to Defy AH Odfot 




“Although we as a team had our ups and downs, at the end of the day we are and will always be a family.” -Morgan Dillon, 12 








Bowlint? ?? the Toss 


Team member returns to semi-state 


For a senior to go to semi-state is a big deal, but for senior Margaret 
Cartwright it was an even bigger deal since she was the only person 
from Griffith to qualify. In order to qualify for semi-state, a bowler has 
to bowl a 500 series. To find the score of the winning team, 
they add up all the team mates scores and which ever team 
has the highest wins. 

“Going to semi-state was such a huge accomplishment for 
me this year because its my senior year. It was not my first 
time going to semi-state because I also went my sophomore 
year,” said Cartwright. 

Cartwright started bowling because her parents were 
bowlers, and she wanted to follow in her parents’ foot steps. 

Her grandma is the one who encouraged her to try out for 
the high school bowling team. 

Cartwright’s definition of bowling is a sport that anyone can do and 
have fun doing it. Bowling means a lot to her even though she is not 
going to pursue a career in it. However, she is going to the Calumet 
College of Saint Joseph on a bowling scholarship. “I am extremely 
excited to go to college so close to home so I can come home when- 



“Going to semi-state 
was such a huge 
accomplishment for 
me this year because 
it’s my senior year.” 
-Maigaret Cartwright, 
12 
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ever I want and be able to see my friends that are still in high school all 
of the time,” said Cartwright. 

She can not imagine going away to college. Cartwright thinks that it 
iwould be too hard on her to not be able to see her fam- 
ily all of the time; especially her litde brother who is only 
in elementary school. “I would be lost with out my litde 
’ rother and vice versa. He looks up to me,” she said. 

“My family is a big part of my fife. I go to them when I 
need advice. My dad would take me bowling before the 
season started. He would help me get better at throwing the 
ball and not getting gutter balls,” said Cartwright. 

Even when a team member does get a gutter ball, every- 
one laughs it off. It is not a big deal to the team because 
they all know that everyone has their bad days. They just try not to let 
it affect their bowling skills no matter how bad the case. “Everyone 
worked hard during the season and I’m so proud of the team this year. 
We all did our best and tried our hardest to get as far as we could,” said 
Cartwright. 

At semi-state, Cartwright bowled a 523 series. 



Grabbing their bowling balls to 
take their turns, senior Margaret 
Cartwright and sophomore Melissa 
Vieyra exchange a few inspira- 
tional words. “For me personally in 
bowling, the best feeling is to get a 
strike,” said Vieyra. 

Practicing one last time right before 
a match at Plaza Lanes on January 
11th, 2012, senior Maigaret Cart- 
wright warms up her bowling arm. 
"It does not matter if you mess up 
in bowling; everyone cheers for 
you regardless,” said Cartwright 


Dicussing their strategy for the 
game with his teammates, junior 
William Bogan plans on ways to 
bowl even better. “Life is like bowl- 
ing. If you try to get somewhere, 
you usually end up in the gutter,” 
said Bogan. 




“Bowling was amazing and I loved it” -Sarnie Johnson, 9 





Bowling 

Team Score 


Hobart 

W 

Edison 

W 

Calumet 

w 

Highland 

L 

Wheeler 

w 

River Forest 

w 

Morton 

w 


Sectionals 1st 
Regions Is ioth 


Semi-state 

Margaret 

Cartwright 


Row 1: Katelyn Roberts, Margaret Cartwright, Courtney Hargis, Elizabeth Kras, 
Cali Lemus 

Row 2: Samantha Monko, Sarah Koliboski, Melissa Vieyra, Shelby Ingbretson, 
Samantha Johnson 


Row 1: William Bogan, Ross Myers, Jared Lowe 
Row 2: Brian Scheeringa, Lucas Glass 



Strikes to get to Qollege 

Going away to college is a dream of 
many, but for senior Elizabeth Kras 
that dream has come true. Kras has 
been signed on for the bowling team 
at Grand View University in Iowa. She 
is looking forward to the crazy and 
exciting college environment and get- 
ting to know new people. She verbal- 
ly committed in February and actu- 
ally signed on March 31st, 2012. Kras 
is not looking forward to the hectic 
schedule of college bowling and hav- 
ing to work out in order to participate 
in the meets. 

Living on her own will take some 
time for Kras to get used to. Being so far away from home will be especially 
difficult She says that no matter how far from home, she will not lose con- 
tact with her friends and family. Going to college in Iowa will be hard be- 
cause she does not know anyone there, but that is one of the reasons she is 
going away to college, to meet new people. 

“I can not wait to go. It is going to be a litde scary at first, but I will get 
used to it in no time,” said Kras. 

“I look forward to being on a team where everyone is there to bowl and 
not mess around, because to all of us bowling is very important,” said Kras. 

Kras is already starting to get ready for college because she is so excited. 
“College bowling is such a different experience and no one knows me there. 
It will kind of be like I am starting all over again.” 



“Bowling is even better when you’re horrible at it.” -Caitlin Bailey, 12 
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Swimming the 100 yard breast 
stroke, sophomore Logan Denny 
breathes between stokes. “I love 
swimming the breast stroke and 
have been swimming it my whole 
life,” said Denny. 



A promising; future 

This year the Panthers were able to overcome obstacles and do very well in the sectional 
swim meet. Four boys were able to qualify for the second round of sectionals, and four other 
underclassmen were able to achieve top times. “With just one senior graduating and six solid 
sophomores and juniors returning next year, I feel that the team is in a position to do great 

things next year and have a great record,” said 
junior Danny Bolda. The three relays this past year 
consisted of juniors Thomas Kudyba, Jordan Long, 
Danny Bolda, and sophomore Logan Denny. 

“Next year the relays will be the same and we 
only need to drop a few seconds in order to 
break a couple records. I really hope that next 
year we will be able to achieve that,” said 
Denny. Aside from records, the team also has _ 
the potential to win more meets next season. £ 

“At sectionals, I finally felt that the team be- 
gan to swim to its full potential, and I hope 
that we can take that into next year,” said 
sophomore Vid Dragutinovic. 


Boys Swimming 


Team 

Score 

Hobart 

81-72 

Kankakee Valley 

112-66 

Munster 

142-37 

Gary West Side 

68-41 

Gavit 

83-66 

Wheeler 

94-67 

Highland 

133-49 

Morton 

84-61 

Lowell 

103-59 

Hammond 

95-80 

Calumet 

95-64 

East Chicago 

114-83 

Hammond 

114-65 

Bishop Noll 

124-106 

Clark 

106-71 

Sectionals 

7th place 



Row 1 Justin Vilalobos, David Jancosek, Celeste Villarruel, Stephen Duhon, Sergio Gonzalez 

Row 2: Tom Cunningham, Josh Ray, Jesse Gates, Nick Kudyba, Ross Smith, Ben Russel, Danny Bolda, 

Danelle Bulotovic 

Row 3: Doug Price, Logan Denny, Thomas Kudyba, Vid Dragutinovic, Rodolfo Quinitanilla, Andrew 
Pelot, Shannon Sheidel 


112 “I can not wait until the next season, because I feel like we have the opportunity to go somewhere next year.” -Andrew Pelot, 10 







While swimming the 200 yard 
freestyle, junior Jordan Long takes 
a much needed breath. The 200 
gets extremely tiring towards the 
end of the race, but it is important 
not to breathe to much,” said Long. 

Before the start of a race, sopho- 
more Vid Dragutinovic gets ready 
to start his event. The start is a 
very important part of the race and 
can determine the outcome of the 
race,” said Dragutinovic. 


A season Ml of obstacles 

Boys pull together 
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After losing four seniors and having just ten returning swimmers 
from last year, the boys swimming team had just fifteen swimmers to 
start the season. “I was shocked to see just fifteen boys come 
out this year,” said junior Danny Bolda. The team also had a 
new coach this year, Danelle Bulotovich, who was originally 
hired as an assistant, but was later named head coach. As 
the season approached, the boys began to see the numbers 
begin to dwindle. “Many of the younger kids didn’t realize 
how hard swimming was I guess, and they couldn’t handle 
it,” said junior Thomas Kudyba. 

At the start of the season, the team was down to just eleven 
boys. Despite a small team, the boys were able to pull to 



gether and have a winning record for the season. The team 
fini ' 




lished with a record of 11-8, but the record did not show 
how well the boys actually swam this season. 

When the conference meet rolled around, the boys still began to suf- 
fer more losses, and were down to just nine boys. “We knew that we 


had no shot at winning conference, so we wentmto the meet with 
a mind set of just swimming our best, and hoping to get our best 

times of the year,” said junior Vid Dragutinovic. The boys, 
however, did not swim nearly their best and left the meet 
disappointed. The meet did not turn out how myself or 
how the boys expected it to. I knew as their coach that 
we would have to step it up in practice in order to achieve 
top times at sectionals,” said Buiotovic. 

“Practice was horrible for the next two weeks because 
we swam nearly 8,000 yards every day, but we knew that 
it was important,” said sophomore Logan Denny. Section- 
als were held at the Munster Aquadc Center. The boys 
went into the meet with just eight boys with the same 
mentality as they had for conference. But this time each 
boy was able to achieve their best time, and four were able to place in 
the top eight. “I was very pleased with how the boys swam. The three 
relays were all on the bubble of making the top eight,” said Buiotovic. 


“This season was 
challenging but 
we pulled together 
and had an event- 
ful year.” 
Dragutinovic, 
10 


This season was filled with upsets and drama, but we pulled through it and next year will be even better.” -Logan Denny, 10 m 




Steppin' It Up 


For the girls’ swim team, the season started out shaky. Upon dealing with a new coach, 
the stress of the season starting weighing on the girls’ shoulders. The new changes started 
reflecting on the results of their meets. Senior Kalie Lastagarkov, captain, knew she had to 
do something about it “As a captain, I knew I had to push the team to the best of their 
abilities,” said Lastagarkov. She knew it was crunch time. She began to help the girls in- 
dividually and was optimistic toward the season and their future meets. As her positive 
attitude increased, the girls grew more excited about the season. 

Even though Lastagarkov had to b etter h er team, she al s o was conce rned abou t her 
performance in her races throughout 
the season. The stress of being a cap- 
tain did not phase Lastagarkov what- 
soever. She placed 15 th at sectionals 
on the 100 fly and 7 th for both the I 
200 medley relay and 200 free with 
junior Allie Meece, sophomore Shel- 
by Gannon, and junior Jesse Yamelle. 

Lastagarkov also placed 2nd in the 
100 butterfly at the Griffith Invite. “Al- 
though it was a rough year, the girls 
worked so hard and accomplished 
many of their individual and team 
goals,” said Lastagarkov. 



After spotting her competition, 
junior Jesse Yamelle tries to speed 
up. “Whenever I see people ahead 
of me, I get really mad and try to 
pull through and beat them,” said 
Yamelle. Yamelle won her race 
against Calumet and beat her best 
personal time. 


Powering through her breast stroke, 
senior Kalie Lastagarkov tries to 
come out with a win. “I take each 
and every race very seriously and 
always try my best to beat the 
swimmers next to me,” said Last- 
agarkov. 




Girls Swimming 


Team 

Score 

Highland 

135-48 

Lowell 

131-51 

Munster 

145-38 

Gavit 

88-68 

Hobart 

101-69 

Kankakee Valley 

119-67 

Wheeler 

125-54 

Morton 

117-40 

Hammond 

122-50 

Calumet 

122-59 

East Chicago 

131-81 

Hammond 

131-78 

Bishop Noll 

137-58 

Clark 

137-77 

Sectionals 

6th Place 



Row 1 : Samantha Aguilar, Courtney Valentas, Brittany Burbridge, Manon Carter, Bri-anne Andriessen, Maegan Glass, 
Breanna Sanchez, Kati Lebrun 

Row 2: Katie James, Rebecca Schnoor, Jeanne Scheffel, Jesse Yamelle, Melissa Le He Chiaro, Shannon Kunka, Cara 
Smith, Megan Garcia 

Row 3: Tom Cunningham, Doug Price, Shelby Gannon, Ana Solis, Sarah Kuna, Celeste Villarruel, Kalie Lastagarkov, 
Sydney Gonzalez, Annika Lanting, Shannon Scheidel, Danelle Bolatovic 
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“Swim season was a great workout for me.” -Annika Lanting, 9 





Junior Bri-anne Andriessen prepares 
herself for her final dive at their 
home swim meet. “Before I take 
my dive, I get really nervous 
because I feel like I’m going to 
mess up in front of everyone,” 
said Andriessen. 

Senior Ana Solis takes long, 
deep breaths as she finish- 
es her back stroke. “Back 
stroke is my favorite 
because it’s easiest to 
do, and I can breathe 
better,” said Solis. 




to Victory 

Wave of success 


The 2011-2012 girls’ swim team had a rough season. As a team, 
they batded a relevandy small team, players leaving the team, and a 
disappointing loss of a coach. The team took these struggles as a chal- 
lenge and did their best to pull through with a successful 
season. 

Conditioning starts early November with open swim. 

This gives every swimmer the oppurtunity to start be- 
coming excited about their races and get back in shape. 

“Practices before the season help me get serious about the 
season and really start focusing on my goals for the year,” 
said junior Manon Carter. Carter’s season however, was cut 
short after a back injury. 

Like Carter, the team also suffered many injuries. Fresh- 
man Courtney Valentas, had surgery in January to have her 
appendix removed, and was forced to miss the sectional 
meet. “It was really hard to deal with my injury because I had worked 
so hard the entire season, and I was not able to swim the most impor- 
tant meet of the year,” said Valentas. 

The girls season was full of unexpected losses. At the start of the sea- 


son many girls came out for the team, but as it progressed much of 
the team began to quit, were unable to swim, injured, or found it 
difficult to manage their jobs. The record began to reflect what was 

happening with team in a negative way. “In the beginning, 
I felt that the mood was different because of what hap- 
pened with Sam [Fies], and we were upset about it,” said 
junior Sarah Kuna. 

The two captains, senior Kalie Lastagarkov and junior Al- 
lie Meece, knew that they had to do something to pull the 
team back together. “Danelle [Bulotivic] had Allie and me 
have a meeting with the girls and see what we could do 
to make the team practice harder, and begin to focus on 
winning,” said Lastagarkov. 

The team eventually got back on track and were able to 
finish the season with eight wins, giving them a record of 
8-6. The girls went into conference and took an unexpected last place. 
“It sucked taking last place, but we knew that sectionals would be bet- 
ter,” said Meece, which was exactly what happened, as nearly every girl 
got better times and the team finished in 6th place. 
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“Swimming really helped me get close with a lot of the girls on the team.” -Melissa Le He Chiaro, 9 


“I was kind of 
scared of the out- |_ 
come of our season 
it first, but we really 

E through as a 
team.” 
in Garcia, 10 







Seasons 
more and 


change from freshman year to senior year. The majority of the wresders mature 
get more experience over the years. Sophomore Nate Re 


eitz can agree with that. 
His season was a lot more consistent with 
wins because he was stronger, smarter, and 
more experienced. He ended the season 
with 31 wins and 8 losses in the 113 pound 
weight class. 

“mu get out what you put in,” said 
Reitz. Semi -state was a great opportunity 
to show other schools what you’ve got. 
Practices were longer, more difficult, and 
more intense than they were for the 
normal season. Preparing for a match 
includes watching what you eat, prac- 
tices, and mentally focusing yourself. 

Reitz won his first match against a 
Delphi wresder but snuggled and 
lost his second to a Crown Point 
wresder. “I am very glad I made it as 
far as I did considering it was only 
my second season on the high 
school wrestling team,” said Reitz. 


A Run at Semi-State 


For the third time, freshman Con- 
nor Guzior was announced winner 
of his match against an Andrean 
wresder. “I had a very experienced 
season and I am extremely excited 
for next year,” said Guzior. 


Having a two on one and try- 
ing to get a tilt for three near fall 
points, senior Zach Muller tries 
to pin his competition. He made 
sure to be more serious this year 
since it was his last. “My season 
went by too fast and I know I am 
going to miss it a lot,” said Muller. 



Wrestling 


Team 

Lafayette 

Delphi 

Warren Central 
Zionsville 
Roncalli 
Lowell 

Harvest Classic 

Lake Central 

Munster 

Midisan 

Chesterton 

La Porte 

Andrean 

Highland 

KV 

Morton 
River Forest 
Hobart 
Calumet 
Lake Station 


Score 

53- 20 

47- 24 
57-18 
57-18 
64-6 
42-22 
2nd place 
39-24 
42-34 
63-12 

54- 21 
53-23 
76-0 
61-15 

48- 30 

55- 12 
57-20 
37-29 
42-27 
45-33 


Sectionals 3rd place 


Row 1: Matthew Miller, Nate Reitz, Connor McCabe, Tyler Yost, Zach Muller. Nick Stassin, Connor Guzior, Evan Masters, Cedric Fassoth 
Row 2: Joey Jacinto, Ryan Dunlap, Anwar Issa, Aaron Metz, Adam Hoover, Ryan Camp, David Cohen, Jayson Howard, Thomas Plesek, 
Nathan Szabo 

Row 3: Dan Perez, Nathyn Sierra, Thomas Tompkins, Justin Herrera, Jose Perez, David Higgins, Julian Wright, Michael Darrough, Victoria 
Mares 

Row 4: Russ Radtke, Louie Martinez, Justin Harris, Jevon Bell, Brandon White, Andrew Zarndt, Adam Henson, Travis Walls 
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“Summer 


wrestling is the key to winter wrestling.” -Joey Jacinto, 10 















Working on his tilts, senior Nick 
Stassin tries to pin a wrestler from 
River Forest “Wrestling is the hard- 
est sport on the planet and the 
experience I got from the sport I 
wouldn’t change for the world,” 
said Stassin. 

While shaking hands with a wres- 
tler from Calumet junior Ryan 
Camp gets mentally prepared for 
his match. “The match was difficult 
but I managed to push through 
it and ended up winning it" said 
Camp. 


dwii 


Every year, the Griffith High School wresders go to a meet called, 
the Harvest Classic at Lake Central. During the 2003-2004 season, the 
Griffith wresders won the meet. Ever since then, Head Wrestling Coach 
Travis Walls and his team has had a difficult time placing that high ever 
since. Every season until the 2011-2012 season didn’t finish 
in the top three because Griffith wresders didn’t have the 
team effort that they did this season. Everyone played their 
part and received at least one point towards the total team 
score. 

Sophomores Nate Reitz (113) and Louie Martinez (132) 
and seniors Nick Stassin (160) and Tyler Yost (195) finished 
third for their individual score. Freshman Connor Guzior 
(119) and junior Ryan Camp (170) finished fourth. Senior 
Zach Muller (126) and junior Preston Nelson (152) finished 5th. The 
combined points from every Griffith Wresder led them to get second 
place. “Our biggest achievement was taking second place at the Harvest 
Classic because a lot of our teammates placed really high,” said Yost. 
Since then, coach Walls is excited for the next three years to come. In- 


Room to Improve 

stead of having only three to five freshmen, there were fifteen f< 



“Hard work and 
dedication is what 
will get you where 
you want to be in 
wrestling.” 
Henson, 9 
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^Wdani 


of having only three to five freshmefi, there were fifteen for the 
2011-2012 wrestling season. Walls is determined to make the upcoming 
sophomores the best they can be. “Having forty students on this years 
wrestling team made this year an awesome year. As a team, for the first 
time in a long time, we competed at all levels of wrestling; 
a ninth grade team, junior varsity team, and a varsity team. 
This absolutely made it an outstanding year. It was so fun 
to coach these student athletes and I am only losing four 
seniors so I cannot wait for next year,” said Walls. 

Many freshmen lettered their first year on the high school 
wrestling team including freshmen Cedric Fassoth, Connor 
Guzior, Adam Henson, Josiah Hernandez, Adam Hoover, 
Anwar Issa, Evan Masters, Matt Miller, Nicholas Mosqueda, 
Daniel Perez, Tommy Plesek, Nathan Sierra, and Nathan Szabo. 

Every high school team includes people who have improved from 
their first year. The most improved wresders this past year, according to 
coach Walls, was senior Zach Muller, varsity, Jevon Bell, JV, and Anwar 
Issa, freshman. 


“I look forward to my team making it to state next year.” -Jayson Howard, 11 
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Girls 

Team 

E.C. Central 

Bishop Noll 

Lake Central 

Clark 

Portage 

Highland 

Morton 

Kankakee Valley 
Lowell 
Andrean 
Munster 
Hammond High 
Hobart 
Wheeler 
Calumet (Sect.) 
Gavit (Sect.) 
Munster (Sect.) 


Tennis 

Score 

0-5 

0-5 

0-5 

2-3 

0-5 

0-5 

2 - 3 

0 - 5 

1 - 4 
1-4 
0-5 

3- 2 

0 - 5 

1 - 4 
3-2 
3-2 
0-5 



Row One: Michelle Urena, Michelle Torres. Faith Adams, Melissa Chiaro, Jeanette Salazar, 
Samantha Johnson 

Row Two: Karina Silva, Stacy Weber, Cecilia Gonzalez, Alisondra Acevedo, Kaidyn Meyer, Kassy 
Ijopez, Taylor Jones 

Row Three: Chelsea Waddell , Amber Atkins, Jacy Vuckovich, Mark Hamew, Amber Lowe, Alyssa 
Carter, Chloe Norton 



While swirling to hit the ball 
junior Ah Acevdeo uses the leg- 
crossover technique to slam the 
ball in the opposite court. “This 
is my third year on tennis and 
I absoultely love it! Senior year 
will most deflnately be the 
bomb!” said Acevdeo. 

In the match, junior Karina Silva 
prepares herself to serve the ball. 

“Being part of the tennis team 
means a lot to me because I 
have worked hard to earn a 
spot on varsity. It really shows 
me how much I have pro- 
gressed,” said Silva. 



“As a senior, I will truly miss tennis.” -Amber Atkins, 12 







During the first few games, the 
freshmen get their play time on 
the courts and get their feel of a 
real tennis match. “I enjoy being 
on the tennis team and plan on 
doing it again next year!” said fresh- 
man Melissa Le He Chiaro. 



Got VARSITY? 



As the seniors left the team last year, new 
spots opened up on the varsity tennis team. 
Inis season, varsity has a fresh new set of fac- 
es representing Griffith High School. Varsity 
number one singles was taken over by junior 
Michelle Urena Tor the 2012 tennis season. 
The rest of the line up consists of another set 
of varsity singles ana doubles. These players 
switched ofi during the season. Coach Tra- 


uring the season. Coach 
cv Sines liked to let other people get a taste 
of varsity instead of constandy keeping the 
people on varsity. “I like to put the girl 
intense varsity atmosphere so that the 


same 
in an 


Is 

ey 


will get a feel of what their future tennis sea- 
son will be like,” said Sines. 

As for the varsity number one singles, 
Urena officially claimed her spot. During ner 
freshman year on the Griffith High School 
tennis team, Urena made the junior varsity 
team. Once sophomore year began, she de- 
cided to take things to a whole other level. 
She continued to dedicate her time to tennis 
by attending all the tennis practices in the 
season. She went to the girls tennis condi- 
doning in the summer and during the win- 
ter. When this year tryouts came around, 
Urena felt like she was ready for varsity. Once 
the season really started, Urena got the var- 
sity spot she had workecf for . As the season 
began, Urena had some difficulties. As she 
got back into her zone, Urena was making a 
comeback during her matches. “Being able 
to be on varsity is so different to me because 
I felt like just the other day I felt like I was 
just a freshman on junior varsity. I didn’t 


fall 


, 1U 

even know that a different racket and 
could effect the way I play. Now, I know a! 
the tricks of the trade. There also is a lot more pressure on me now but I like the feeling of hav- 
ing to work extremely hard to get what I want. I’m excited to see what awaits me my senior year 
on the tennis team!” said Urena. 



The Griffith Girl’s Tennis began preparing for their season in the summer 
of 2011. Their summer conditioning focused on perfecting everyone’s serve 
and technical skills that is involved during a game of tennis. “I tried to attend 
most of the summer conditioning practices because I really 
wanted to focus on perfecting my game. I did see progress and 
was glad that I attended them,” said senior Alyssa Carter. Anoth- 
er event the tennis girls did this past summer was volunteering 
for the little kids tennis camp. “I liked that I was able to teach the 
kids how to play tennis. I also felt good about myself at the end 
of the day because I was able to help improve their game.” said 
junior Jeanette Salazar. Even from the tennis camp, the Griffith 
High School girls were still able to pick up useful tips and tricks. 

Coach Tracy Sines and Assistant Coach Mark Hamew also 
had winter conditioning in order to prepare for the season. 

While working out in the upstairs gym, the girls performed a lot of running 
drills as well as arm workouts with dumbbells. “During the winter, I was able 
to work on my returns and volleys. It was a lot of help for the season that 


Griffith girls man up 

came in the spring,” said Jacy Vuckovich, 10. All of the girls on the team were 
getting positive results by attending conditioning in the winter. 

The girls went into the season with a positive mentality. Whether they 
win or lose, they all stuck together as a family. 

They did not get a lot of wins this seasoa but that did not mat- 
ter to them because they all knew that they had fun out on the 
courts and tried their best. “Even though we were not the best, 
we still cheered each other on and had hope for each other. We 
were not going to let a simple lost bring us down,” said Michelle 
Torrez, 11. 

When sectionals came around, the Griffith girls team was 
ready to go. The first round of sectionals was against Calumet 
and the girls won 3-2. The next round was against Gavit and 
Griffith once again brought home the win with a score of 3-2. 
The last round of sectionals was against Munster, and the girls lost 0-5. “We 
all worked really hard and tried our best Its not always about winning, but to 
have fun with the team,” said Kaityln Meyer, 10. 


“I considered our | 
tennis team a fam- 
ily. The seniors 
this year will be 
I missed,” said 
I Taylor Jones, 9. 


Tennis is somet hin g that I never thought I’d be a part of. I’m glad I joined.” -Amber Lowe, 9 








Boys Golf 


Team 

Score 

Gavit 

171-266 

Wheeler 

175-182 

Portage 

169-179 

Whiting 

187-239 

River Forest 

187-250 

Kankakee Valley 

190-193 

Highland 

185-190 

Munster 

166-184 

Hobart 

165-182 

Hanover Central 

175-179 

Calumet 

179-200 

Morton 

179-234 

Andrean 

158-176 


Lining up his shot at Southshore golf 
course, senior Nick Stassin com- 
petes against Hanover Central. "All 
I do is go out there and play,’ said 

Stassin. 


Playing Together 

On May 24 the boys golf team participated in Conference at Sandy 
Pines Golf Course. The Varsity team competeted againist the five other 
teams in the NCC conference: Highland, Kankakee Valley, Munster, Ho- 
bart, and Andrean. The team’s lineup for the day included seniors Nick 
Stassin and Josh Ashenbaugh, junior Jacob Loomis, and sophomores 
Jon Baccino and Mark Plawecki. The team had an overall good day 

finishing third in the con- 
frence. Plawecki ended 
up making second team 
all-confrence and Ashen- 
baugh made honerable 
mention. 

“Being awarded 
honerable mention 
was a huge accom- 
plishment because it 
proved that all my 
work throughout 
the season payed 
off,” said Ashen- 
baugh. 


Row 1: Jonathon Baccino , Mark Plawecki, Michael Worosz, William Bogan, 
Brandon Brummet 

Row 2: Josh Ashenbaugh, Dakota Broelmann, Jacob Loomis, Thomas Plesek 
Not Pictured: Nick Stassin 


“90% of the time it’s all about your mental attitude.” -Thamas Plesek, 9 





Two Players off to Regionals 


On June 1st, it was miserable 54 degrees and raining at Palmira Golf the third individual qualifier. 

Coursein St. John, but the Boy’s Golf team still competed in their Sec- Plawecki advanced as the first individual qualifier with a score of 84 on 


tionals against thirteen other teams. The five Varsity team 
members who competed at Sectionals included seniors 
Josh Ashenbaugh, and Nick Stassin, and sophomores Mark 
Plawecki, Jonathon Baccino, and Dakota Broelmann. Two 
members of them team, Stassin and Plawecki, ended up 
advancing to Regionals. 

“I had a good chance going into sectionals, and it was 
great to see myself achieve this goal of advancing to region- 
als,” Plawecki said. 

Stassin scored a 90 for the eighteen holes, but ultimately 
had to compete in a playoff for his Regional bid. He played 
a one hole playoff against another competitor from Ha- 
nover Central, who also scored a 90 on his round. Stassin 
ultimately won with a score of threee strokes to four. Stassin qualified as 


“I 

ierve I 
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“It was so nerve 
racking to have 
to compepte in a 
playoff to win a 
pot in Regionals. 
Stassin, 12 


his round. He finished with the fifth best score out of every 
competitor at Sectionals. 

The Regional was held on Friday June 8th at Beach- 
wood Golf Course in LaPorte, Indiana. Stassin and Plawecki 
competed against the other individual qualifiers and team 
qualifiers from Northern Indiana for a chance to compete 
in State which is held in Indianapolis every year. 
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Senior Josh Ashenbaugh crouches 
down to line up his putt as he 
golfs against Hanover Central. 

“My motivation to get out on the 
course is hoping to get to State,” 
said Ashenbaugh. 


Competing at Sectionals, Mark 
Plawecki watches his shot roll up 
onto the green. “One cannot have 
any doubt on what one can ac- 
complish,” said Plawecki. 


“Golf is a way to get your mind off of things while having fun and being active.” -William Bogan, 11 
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Taylor Austin is a three sport athlete who has excelled at sports since 
she was young. Although Austin plays basketball and used to play 
softball when she was younger, Austin has always loved running most. 
“Since forever, I have always just loved to go on runs, and in middle 
school and high school i began running cross country and track com- 
petitively,” said Austin. She has qualified for state the last three years in 
cross country and this year was able to qualify in state for track. Austin 
runs the 1 mile race, and a lot of 
conditioning is required. However, 

Austin is not able to train as most 
girls do. “I don’t train year round for 
track, but I am always doing some- 
thing during the year to make sure 
i stay in shape for the next season. 

Austin also runs for Nike on the 
weekends throughout the year, and 
goes on sprints periodically. 



Stretching beore an event seniors 
Troy Yamelle and Robert Meg- 
quier, really focus and stretching 
correcdy. “Stretching right is a very 
important thing to do, because 
you do not want to get hurt doing 
your event,” said Mequier 


In mid air, senior Ed Clay tries to 
stretch as far as we can during the 
long jump. “The long jump is one 
of my favorite events because I get 
to jump as far as I can, and I enjoy 
that,” said Clay. 






"This season ended up being very successful.” -Taylor Austin, 1 1 


Track 

Team Score 


Girls 


Highland 

70-51 

Lowell 

102-30 

Munster 

85-47 

Kankakee Valley 

95-31 

Hobart 

71-57 

Andrean 

86-36 

Sectionals 


6th Place 



Row 1: Vanessa Blankenship, Destiny Barajas, Rosio Sandoval, Shi Fassoth, Camesha Scheeringa, Marisa Rios, Brittany Burbridge, Megan Garcia 
Row 2:Alejandra Sandoval, Sarah Balboa. Angel James. Brittany McLemore, Jessica Leslie, Victoria Mares. Caitlin Brown 
Row 3: Travis Walls. Jazmine Bell, Cassie Root, Janessa Salinas. Taylor Austin, Celestine Keys, Shannon Scheide! 


Boys 

86- 51 

87- 43 
95-36 
77-53 
104-28 
66-54 


Row 1: James Davidson, Joel Kepchar, Alex Rodriguez. Trayvon Carr 

Row 2: Alexander Kepchar, Joey Dalton. Steven Paprocki, Troy Yamelle, Cornelius Jeminson, Andy Duhon 
Row 3: Brian Orkis. Jared Lowe, Maciek Szczepkowski. Russ Radtke, Ed Clay, Robert Mequier, Jenna Berzy 






Pressed up against the fence fresh- 
man Brittany Burbridge tries to 
work out a calf cramp. “Cramps 
really suck because it does not 
allow you to practice, which 
means you don’t improve,” 
said Burbridge. 

Preparing to throw discus, 

L senior Maciej Szczepkowski 
[• i begins the proper mo- 
IPk don “Technique is very 
W important during discus, 
because you it may de- 
termine how far you 
throw,” said Szczep- 
kowski. 
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At the call out meeting this year, both the girls and boys track teams 
noticed that numbers were unusually low. “At the start of the sea- 
son we had like 30 girls come out, but by the end we only had like 
25,” said junior Taylor Austin. The season seemed doomed in terms 
of their record, however individual goals could still be 
achieved. “This season I really focussed on my personal 
goals, because with the numbers we have, its hard to try 
and go anywhere as a team,” said Austin. 

Aside from the numbers being down, the girls and boys 
were able to pull together throughout the season and 
become closer. ‘The low number of girls allowed us to all 
become close as a team,” said senior Vanessa Blankenship. 

The girls track season was focused on doing their best 
not necessarily winning every meet. Before every meet the 
team would relax and agree that it isn’t about winning or 
losing, it’s about improving and doing our best. That is ex- 
acdy what the girls team was able to do. The boys team, however, was 
not able to do as well the girls team and did post the greatest record. 


“This season wen 
better than expect 
ed and I was able to 
achieve top times 
all year.” -Caidin 
Brown, 11 
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Running at State 

The girls posted a record of??? which was much better than what any- 
one had expected. However Austin felt that the team was not mentally 
ready for the conference meet. “We did not run as well as we should’ve 
and it was tough to see that,” said Austin. 

The Griffith track sectional was changed this year. Their 
sectional featured, Lake Central, Andrean, Merriville, 

Crown Point, Hanover and Lake Station. Although many 
athletes were able to post their best scores and best times, 
they were unable to move on past the sectional because of 
the stiff competition. However, junior Taylor Austin, and 
senior Troy Yamelle were able to move on, in the 1 mile 
and the hurdles, respectivel. 

Austin and Yamelle spent another week at work prepar- 
ing themselves for the regional meet. Although Yamelle 
did not do as well as he had anticipated and did not 
advance , Austin was still able to move on and compete 
in the state meet. She placed 24 out of 50 but is hoping to return next 
season and place a little higher. 


“This season went better than I had expected.” -Caitlin Brown, 1 ll 





Softball 


Team 

Score 

Merrillville 

6-1 

Chesterton 

6-3 

Boone Grove 

4-2 

Hobart 

5-2 

Highland 

11-7 

Andrean 

7-0 

Hanover Central 

9-5 

Munster 

11-5 

South Bend Riley 

5-0 

South Bend Riley 

9-1 

Rensselaer Central 

12-0 

Lowell 

1-0 

Kankakee Valley 

3-1 

Bellmont 

11-2 

Adams Central 

14-3 

Hobart 

4-2 

Highland 

3-2 

Andrean 

3-0 

Munster 

13-2 

Lowell 

5-3 

Kankakee Valley 

4-0 

Crown Point 

3-1 

Lake Central 

5-0 

Calumet 

1-0 

Wheeler 

1-0 

Sectionals 


Hammond High 

13-3 

Gary Roosevelt 

3-0 (forfeit) 

Gavit 

10-0 

Regionals 


Andrean 




Row 1: Sarah Gates, Taylor Dunagan, Don Bence. Taylor Strauch, Rhiannon Kozy 

Row 2: Destiny Moore, Danielle Falkner, Kayla Scott, Tori Traicoff, Kristen Drozd. Becky Schnoor 

Row 3: Danielle Moore, Shania White, Courtney Bell. Sarah Dodson 


Row 1: 
Row 2: 
Row 3: 


Ezekiel Del Val, Jordan Baltus, Jamie Rex. Ed McLeod, Katie Gardner, Alexis Atkinson, Steve Moss 
Rhiannon Cox, Sarah Galambos, Samantha Adams. Emilee Trueblood, Stephanie Brandner 
Erica Yost, Caylee Adams, Chelsea Shinkle. Sierra Gutierrez 


On their way to the dug out from 
shaking hands with the Highland 
team, junior Sierra Gutierrez shares 
a joke with her fellow teammate 
junior Caylee Adams. “This softball 
season was different, but I still made 
the most of it,” said Gutierrez. 




During the 2012 season, the varsity softball team took 
ford Tournament. The tournament took place 
on April 24, 2012 and the varsity girls softball 
team played a total of two games. As a result of 
the team’s hard work during practice, they won 
both games that they played at the tournament. 

The team won every game due to the ten run 
rule, which means the team was ahead by ten 
runs and the opposing team had no chance of 
winning. Fortunately, the game was on sched- 
ule and none of the girls got injured. However, 
there were bad calls and a difficult strike zone. 

The Blackford Tournament was a great way 
to show the team’s skills as well as a chance for 
the team to bond. Between games and while 
on the bus, the girls socialized with their fellow 
team members and became closer as a whole. 

“We were all really excited and happy to have 
won the tournament,” said senior Rhiannon 
Cox. This victory at Blackford was the first tour- 
nament win since 2009. 


trip to Hartford City, Indiana, to compete in the Black- 


Victory at Blackford 
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“Overall, the varsity team did pretty well this season and I really enjoyed spending time with my team.” -Sarah Galambos, 11 








Pitchina a Plan 


varsity Team Hits Out of the Park 


Sectionals are a time of high stress and stepping up a team’s game to 
be crowned Sectional Champions. This year, the softball team had the 
added pressure of being the favorite to win the Sectional. During the 
spring of 2011, the softball team switched from Sectional 
18 to Sectional 17. This sectional contained all Hammond 
schools so many considered this Sectional to be much 
easier and that Griffith would dominate every team that 
they played. 

The girls won their first game against Hammond High 
1 3-3 in five innings due to the ten run rule. The second 
game was played against Gary Roosevelt and the Panthers 

did not even play one full inning. The Roosevelt Panthers 

had to forfeit after Griffith had already scored three runs and a shock- 
ing event occured. Griffith’s number five hitter, senior Stephanie 
Brandner, hit a line drive up the middle at the pitcher from Gary 
Roosevelt. The ball hit the girl in the forehead and Roosevelt had to 
forfeit due to the fact that they did not have another pitcher and the 
first pitcher had to leave in an ambulance. She suffered a concussion 


"Winning Sectionals was 
an amazing feeling and 
rm proud of what we had 
accomplished. I wish we 
could have gone farther 
but we had an awesome 



I 

B -Sarah ( 


but she is fine. 

The Sectional Championship game was the match up that the whole 
Sectional had been waiting for. Griffith played Gavit on Gavit’s home 
field. The girls jumped on Gavit’s pitcher in the first inning 
by scoring one run. The defense held the Gladiators off and 
the Panthers went on to score three runs in the second 
inning, two runs in the third, one run in the fourth, and 
three runs in the fifth. This made the score 10-0 in the fifth 
inning so the Lady Panthers were crowned Sectional Cham- 
pions for the first time since 2007. 

The way the Regional worked was that the winner of Sec- 
tional 17 would host the winner from Sectional 18. So the 
Griffith Panthers faced the Andrean Fifty-Niners on their home turf. 
The Niners started the game off strong with a grandslam and the Pan- 
thers answered with one run in the first inning. That was the only run 
that the Panthers scored and the Niners went on to win Regionals 9-1. 

Although the Panthers lost, the season was a successful one. They 
ended with a winning record of 15-13. 


season. 
Galambos, 11 




While playing Lake Central at the 
senior field, freshman Alexis Atkin- 
son prepares to lead off in order 
to steal second base. “All of the 
dedication and hard work pays off 
in the end,” said Atkinson. 


Pitching at one of their home games, 
senior Rhiannon Cox struck out the 
opposing team. “This season was 
a great experience. I love playing 
softball and Pm going to miss my 
teammates.” said Cox. 


“When the going gets tough, shut up and get back to work.”- Rebecca Schnoor, 9 





Baseball 

Team Score 


Calumet 

10-0 

Morton 

5-3 

Portage 

4-0 

Merrillville 

5-2 

Valparaiso 

4-3 

Crown Point 

4-2 

Kankakee Valley 

17-4 

Andrean 

6-0 

Mishawaka 

7-6 

South Bend Clay 

10-0 

Highland 

5-2 

Munster 

4-2 

Chesterton 

3-0 

Hobart 

6-1 

Lowell 

5-4 

Columbia City Lincoln 

4-0 

Taylor 

4-2 

Andrean 

10-0 

Highland 

9-5 

Munster 

14-7 

Kankakee Valley 

8-0 

Whiting 

3-2 

East Chicago 

14-1 

Kouts 

5-4 

Hobart 

4-2 

Lowell 

5-3 

Washingtion Twp. 

5-3 

Gavit 

11-1 

Bishop Noll 

7-5 

Gavit (sect.) 

23-0 

Hammond Clark (sect.) 

4-0 

Andrean (reg.) 

6-5 

Western (reg.) 

4-1 



Row 1: Brandon Garcia, Brett Brinkley, Jesse Smith, Matthew Colomes, Zach Muller, Joey Rivera 
Row 2: Garrett Litke, Josh Chalifoux, Kyle Buikema, Jeremy Camp, Anthony Carter, Jordan Long, 
Tyler Lipski 



Row 1: Michael Darrough, Robert Hernandez. Matthew Potacki, Matthew Miller. Ryan Zuklin 
Row 2: Aaron Brown, Andrew Felde, Tristan Robertson, Tristin Olsen, Christian Adams, Ryan Nunez 
Row 3: Brian Smith, Brandon Gale, Cameron Kegebein, Michael Lonzo, Seth Shepard 


After taking a pitch for a strike, 
sophomore Kyle Buikema prepares 
himself for the next pitch. “I get 
relieved when the pitch is a ball, 
but I try to just focus on the next 
one and make sure I get a good 
hit," said Buikema. 


Being a 4eacte/ r> 

A captain for any sport, especially Baseball, must be patient, hard-working, supportive and 
be able to set a positive role model for their team Senior Garrett litke was chosen for this 
year’s 2012 baseball captain. 

“Being captain is something that most people take for granted. It is a privilege to me, and I 
love my team. I have great teammates who support everything I do and respect everything 
I say,” said Litke. 

Besides being captain, Garrett plays short-stop and pitches also, litke is also a part of the 
tennis team and basketball team where he received head captain and MVP. litke was also 
awarded with “Male Athelete of the Year” at this year's Recognition Night, litke has grown 

as a person and as a player throughout 
his lour years of high school. “I have 
lived for baseball since I was two years 
old and to be able to wake up every- 
day and know I get to play again is an 
amazing feeling. I play every game like 
it’s my last because I know it will be 
someday” said litke. 

litke is planning to attend Purdue 
Calumet University to major in Pre- 
Law. “As soon as I step on that field, 
nothing else matters, and for two or so 
hours I can do what I love and foiget 
the world It’s been a great four years 
of baseball and I appreciate everything 
and everyone!” said litke. 
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“I had a great year with a great team.” -Garrett Litke, 12 






Part of the baseball team tackles soph- 
omore Matt Colomes after he scored 
the winning run. Colomes scored his 
run after junior Austin Brown made 
the winning hit. “The situation was 
really intense since I had to jump over 
the catcher at the end. I thought I was 
going to get out,” said Colomes. 


The baseball team gathers in front of 
home plate after sophomore Bran- 
don Garcia scores a homerun in the 
second Regional game. “I could not 
believe I hit a homerun. Words cannot 
describe how excited my team and I 
were,” said Garcia. 


up *0 the Piute 

Winning Sectionals 


The boys’ baseball team began their season with many difficulties. 
Between losing games, injuries, and bad attitudes, some of their players 
started to fall into a slump. The boys began to recover from their rough 
beginning of the season. After a boost of morale, they were 
faced with their next challenge: Sectionals. The games were 
to be played at Clark High School. In order to win Sectionals, 
the boys had to beat Gavit High School and Clark High School. 

The first game started at noon on Saturday, May 27. Junior 
Anthony Carter started the game off on a positive note when 
he struck out every player by the thrid inning. 

“I was really nervous to pitch, but I just tried to stay positive. 

I knew my team was depending on me, but I could not let 
them down. I did not want to be the reason for losing Section- 
als,” said Carter. 

By the end of the fifth inning, Griffith had the winning score of 23-0. The 
boys were crowned victors of the first game. A few hours later, the boys 
played the second game for the Sectional Championship tide. 

“We knew what we had to do. We all got a lot of rest and ate lunch so 


we would be prepared for the game. We were not leaving Clark without a 
trophy in our hands,” said Matt Colomes, 10. 

Junior Jesse Smith pitched the second game. Smith struck out fourteen 
batters throughout the game. His successful skills boosted the 
players’ confidence to win the game, and come home with 
a tide. The boys ended with a score of 4-0. This was the first 
Sectional tide since 2007. Next challenge: Regionals against 
Andrean High School. 

The regional game took place at Centennial Park in Plym- 
outh. Junior Jesse Smith pitched the first five innings. By the 
end of the first inning, Andrean scored three runs on the Pan- 
thers. The boys rallied back at the 59ers. The ending score was 
6-S. Throughout the doubt, the players beat the #2 ranked 
team in the State, Andrean. Griffith had to play again at 7 pm 
under the lights against the Western Panthers. Western rose over Griffith 
in the first inning with back-to-back homeruns. The ending score was 4-1. 

AU in all, the boys played a great season and made many accomplish- 
ments. 


“Winning the 
first game of 
Regionals was the 
highlight of the 
I season,” - Zach 
^Muller, 12 


“I was so sad for this season to end.” -Zach Muller 
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Brenda Bonewits 
Teresa Carstensen 
Christine Chidichimo 
Deb Chmiel 
Sarah Cohen 


Eddie Covarrubias 
James Ford 
Justin Fronek 
Jason Gast 
Peter Ghrist 


Ray Gonzalez 
Jim Graff 
Lorrainne Hageman 
Cindy Jursic 
Debbie Korak 


Lisa Megquier 
Keith Mitchell 
Nanette Naranjo 
Brian Orkis 
Luann Pramuk 


Russ Radtke 
Juanita Raybourne 
Pat Sadler 
Dan Santori 
Shannon Scheidel 


Justin Schroeder 
Jody Tibbs 
Mary Anne Tigner 
Sheila Vaclavik 
Janete Vehrs 
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I HB"As a teacher, I want to help kids reach their full potential and be the best they can be,” -Stephanie Villarreal, English 







While checking books back in 
to the library, Chris Wroblewski 
checks for late fees and organizes 
the books. “I have to check and 
make sure no one has any late fees 
that may eventually go on their 
obligations,” said Wroblewski. 


Stephanie Villarreal 
Julie Wencloff 
Chris Wroblewski 


Explaining a problem, Sarah 
Cohen, math, helps sophomore 
Dana Lesniewski understand a 
proportion problem. “Ms. Cohen is 
a really good teacher because she 
helps me all the time whenever I 
need her,” said Lesniewski. 


Lecturing about the Civil War, Luann Pramuk, 
history, shows a slavery power-point to her AP 
US History class. “I use Powerpoints to help the 
students understand the material better and to 
keep their attention spans up,” said Pramuk. 


Faculty 


“Even though some students think math is challenging, I try to help them ease through it,” said Christine Chidichimo, math 
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During Christmas time, the GHS 
chorale sang for a half hour at 
Wicker Park. “Christmas songs 
are the best music, but the songs 
always get stuck in my head,” said 
senior Joe Vaclavik. 



Samantha Aguilar 

Cross Country 9, 10. 11. 12 (Captain 12) Track 9. 11. 
12 Colorguard 10. 11 DECA 11. 12 Cl\vo Time State 
Qualifier. Second at State in Marketing Concepts) 
Swimming 9 International Club 9 

Brittany Anderson 

Choir 9. 10. 11. 12 (Chorale 12) Class Council 12 

Josh Ashenbaugh 
Amber Atkins 

Tennis 10. 11. 12 FCCLA 9. 10. 11. 12 (Vice President 
11. President 12) 


Erik Augustyn 
Ryan Avalos 

Track 9 Soccer 9. 10. 11. 12(Captain II) 

Mallory Baccino 

Pantherettes 9. 10, 11. 12 (Captain 12) Class Council 
11. 12 Student Council 11. 12 (Secretary 12) Booster 
Club 9. 10. 11. 12 NHS 11. 12 

Caitlin Bailey 


Nathan Bailey 

Band -Marching. Pep and Concert 9. 10. 11 Cross 
Country 9, 10 Track 9, 10, 11. 12 Hammond Area 
Career Center Auto Tech 11. 12 (Student Council 
Advisory) Talent Show 10. 11 (First Place-All The 
Way-Drummer 12) 

Amanda Bakko 

Class Council 11. 12 Choir 9 Boys Basketball Manager 
9. 10. 11 

Jordanne Banas 

International Club 11 

Robert Beach 


Brianna Bias 

Soccer 9. 10. 11. 12 (Captain 12) Basketball 9. 10. 11 
Booster Club 9. 10, 11, 12 

Ryan Biegel 
Vanessa Blankenship 

Basketball 10. 11. 12 Track 9. 10. 12 Booster Club 9 
International Club 11 Boys Track Manager 11 

Lisa Blaski 


Ryan Bluhm 

Football 9 Wrestling 10. 11 

Joshua Bodnar 

Football 9, 10. 11. 12 Drama 10, 11. 12 

Kelsey Bonewits 

Volleyball 9. 10. 11. 12 (Captain 11. 12) Basketball 9, 
10. 11 Booster Club 9. 10. 11. 12 Choir 9, 10. 11. 12 
(Chorale 12) 



“Be happy for this moment for this moment is your life.” -Brittni McLemore, 12 






CLASS OF 2012 


After glazing his pot, senior Garrett 
Walter tries to decide what to 
do next. “My favorite part about 
ceramics is finding out how my 
glaze turns out,” said Walter. 

Demonstrating a reflex lab in 
psychology class, seniors Chloe 
Oliver and David Stokes test the 
knee-jerk reflex. Top tasting was 
my favorite experiment because 
it was interesting to find out if I 
secretly liked Coke or Pepsi better,” 
said Oliver. 


While snacking during her aide 
hour, senior Rachel Solar kicks back 
and relaxes. “I usually help grade 
papers and run errands for Ms. 
Schiedel’s class,” said Solar. 


“I’ve met so many amazing people and learned a lot but I can’t wait to graduate and pursue my passions.” -Chloe Oliver, 12 


Rhiannon Cox 


I have pitched for 4 different travel 
softball teams 

Wednesday and Friday are 
my favorite days of the 
week 

Strawberries are 
my favorite fruit 

I have a tattoo 
for my 
grandma 
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Stephanie Brandner 

Softball 9. 10. 11. 12 (Captain 11. 12) NHS II. 12 
Class Council 9, 10. 11. 12 Student Council 9. 12 
Reflector Staff 9. 10. 11. 12 (Editor in- Chief 12) Boys 
Basketball Manager 9. 10. 11. 12 Choir 9. 10. 11. 12 

Brooke Brinkley 

Basketball 9. 10. 11. 12 (Captain 11. 12) Booster Cluo 
9. 10. 11. 12 Class Council 9. 10. 11. 12 Student 
Council 10. 11. 12 NHS 11. 12 Turnabout Court Prom 
Court Homecoming Court 

Nicholas Brummet 
Tiffany Burbridge 
Melinda Burk 


Josilyn Byers 

Yearbook 12 Pantherette Manager 12 

Jeremy Camp 

Baseball 9. 10. 11. 12 Football 9 

Alyssa Carter 
Margaret Cartwright 

Bowling 9. 10. 11. 12 Bowling Cluo 12 

Sarah Clark 

Pantherettes 9. 10. 11. 12 (Captain 12) Booster Club 
9. 10. 11. 12 Class Council 9. 10. 11. 12 Student 
council 10. 12 NHS 11. 12 Science Olympiad 11 


Brandon Cole 
Rhiannon Cox 

Softball 9. 10. 11, 12 

Ellison Cullen 

Cheerleading 9. 10. 11. 12 (Captain 12) Yearbook 
9. 10. 11. 12 Student Council 9. 10. 11. 12 (Officer 
12) Booster Club 9. 10. 11. 12 Class Council 9. 10. 

11. 12 FCCLA 9. 10 

Alyssa Delgado 
Nicole Dittrich 




A few of the Pantherettes gather 
together to cheer on the girls at their 
sectional championship game. “This 
game was my favorite because all the 
students were there super fanning and 
cheering on the girls that night,” said 
senior Mallory Baccino. 


At coffee night this year, senior 
Joey Vaclavik sang and played 
“Norweigon Wood” by The Beatles. 
This was his first coffee night 
performance. “It’s a great place to 
go hang out with friends and listen 
to student musicians,” said Vaclavik. 
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I love having The Edge start my day off right .” -Elizabeth Kras, 12 








CLASS OF 2012 



Falcon 


Longing-boarding combines snowboarding, 
skate boarding, and surfing all together. The 
long-boarding board is basically a long 
skate board. Usually snow boarders 
do long-boarding during their off 
season to keep in shape. “The most 
embarrassing moment for me 
was the day I went long boarding 
with my friend Billy. We were 
just long-boarding around town 
having a good time, until I went 
to turn the comer as a car was 
pulling up to the stop sign and I 
fell. I have fallen many of times 
before, but this was the worst, 
because a random guy saw me. 
And as I was getting up, all I 
heard was Billy and the guy 
in the car laughing at me. I 
was not mad at all for them 
laughing at me, because it 
was really funny and if I 
were them I would have 
laughed too. It was just 
really embarrassing,” said 
Falcon. 




Benjamin Domanski 
Alice Duhon 

Drama 9, 10. 11, 12 (Senior Director 12) (Dance 
Captain 10, 11) Set Crew 10, 11 Hair and Make-up 
9 Choir 9. 10, 11. 12 (Chorale 12) NHS 10. 11. 12 
International Club 9. 10. II, 12 DECA 12 

Kylah Eatman 

Cheerleading 9. 10. 11. 12 Booster Club 9. 10. 11. 12 
Class Council 9. 10. 11. 12 Student Council 9 

Jamesa Estell 

FCCLA 12 

Amanda Falcon 

Concert Band 9. 10. 11 Pep Band 9. 10. 11 Marching 
Band 10. 11 Color Guard 9.1 0. 11 

Shi Fassoth 

Soccer 9. 10. 12 (Captain 10) Track 11. 12 Choir 9. 10. 
11. 12 Wrestling 10 Student Council 9 Drama 12 

Cole Felde 

Football 9 Baseball 9 Student Council 11 Junior Class 
Council 11 Prom Court Homecoming Court Girls 
Practice Squad 12 

Edward Fitzgerald 
Robert Fleishman 

Baseball 9. 10. 11. 12 (Captain 12) Construction Skills 
USA Team works 11. 12 Turnabout Court (Prince) 
Prom Court 

Rachelle Fogarty 


Austin Foster 

Football 9. 12 Basketball 9. 10. 11 Baseball 9 
Turnabout Court Prom Court 

Shawn Gallina 
Rachel Garastik 

Theater 10. 11. 12 (Mama Hen 12) NHS 11. 12 
(President 12) Swimming 9. 10. 11 (Captain 11) 
International Club 9. 10. 11. 12 Class Council 9. 10. 
11, 12 Student Council 11. 12 

Olivia Gates 
Jillian Gautreaux 


“The best part of my senior year was bringing my kitten in my purse to take a final with me.” -Stephanie Brandner, 12 
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Many high school students go to 
sporting events, such as basketball 
games, to support their team. “I 
like going to the games because it 
allows me to have more time to 
hang out with my friends,” said 
senior Tyler Barron with seniors 
Riley Henderson and Anton Calvert. 

To celebrate Mexico’s 
Independence Day, the Spanish IV 
AP class brought in food and had 
a party of their own. “I helped my 
mom make chipode meatballs for 
the class,” said senior Ana Solis. 






136"^ year passed so fast, but soon I will start my career as a soldier. However, the times I had in high school I will never forget.” -Joshua Bodner, 12 




:lass OF 2012 



Jimmy Gaydos 
Lucas Glass 
Adriana Gonzalez 
Kyle Gora 
Ryan Graan 

Drama Club 10. 11. 12 Bowling Club 10. 11. 12 An 
Club 12 Set Crew 10. 11. 12 


Sarah Guistolisi 

Pantherettes 9, 10, 11. 12 (Capuin 12) (Ensemble 
11. 12) Reflector 10. 11. 12 (Editor 12) NHS 11. 12 
(Secretary 12) Student Council 9. 10. 11. 12 Class 
Council 9. 10. 11. 12 (President 10. 11. 12) Booster 
Club 9. 10. 11. 12 

Stacie Hansen 

Student Council 10. 11, 12 Class Council 9. 10. 11. 12 
FCCLA 10. 12 NHS 11. 12 International Club 10. 11. 
12 Volleyball 9. 10. 11. 12 

Clarissa Hardy 
Courtney Hargis 

Student Council 9 Bowling 9. 10. 11. 12 (Captain 12) 
Booster Club 10. 11 

Whitney Harwell 
Riley Henderson 
Rhiannon Hilliard 
Raleigh Hinkle 
Donald Hoover 

Tennis 10. 11 GLS 10. 11. 12 Turnabout Court 
Homecoming Court 

Tina Horton 


Breona Huff 
Michael Kent 

Band 9, 10, 11. 12 Boy Scouts of America 9. 10. 11. 12 
DECA 12 GLS 12 

Joel Kepchar 
Elizabeth Kras 

Bowling Team 9. 10. 11. 12 (Captain 11, 12) Bowling 
Club 9. 10. 11, 12 Drama 9. 10 International Club 9. 
10 NHS 11. 12 The Edge 10. 12 

Nicholas Kudyba 

Boys Soccer 9. 10. 11. 12 (Captain 11. 12) Boys 
Swimming 9. 10, 11. 12 Choir 9. 10, 11 




Before school, senior Morgan 
Dillion trys to squeeze her 
cheerleading bag and books into 
her locker. "No matter how many 
times you try, your athletic bag will 
never fit in Griffith’s tiny lockers,” 
said Dillion. 


Signing a letter of intent, senior 
Kelsey Bonewits makes her final 
decision by choosing to go to 
college at Wayne State. Tm 
looking forward to continuing my 
volleyball career during college,” 
said Bonewits. 


“As much as I can’t wait to graduate, I am really going to miss a lot of what I have experienced during high school.” -Clarissa Hardy, 12 137 
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Lisa Kurpela 

Soccer 9. 10 Reflector 11. 12 Rooster Club 9. 10 
FCCLA 9 

Jennifer Lanfear 

Cheerleading 9. 10. 11. 12 (Capuin 11. 12) Booster 
Club 9. 10. 11. 12 Class Council 10. 11. 12 Choir 9. 

10. 11. 12 


Kelly Lannin 
Kalie Lastagarkov 

Soccer 9. 10. 11, 12 (Captain 11) Swimming 9. 10. 
11. 12 (Captain 11. 12) Choir 9. 10. 11. 12 Band/ 
Marching 9 


Cali Lemus 

Bowling 9. 10. 11. 12 The Edge Magazine (Editor 12) 

Megan Lesniewski 

Volleyball 9 Booster Club 9. 10. 11. 12 Class Council 
9. 10. 11. 12 Student Council 12 FCCLA 10. 11 


Michelle Lesniewski 

Volleyball 9. 10. 11. 12 Student Council 11. 12 
(President 12) Class Council 9. 10. 11. 12 (Vice 
President 12) National Honor Society 11. 12 Booster 
Club 9. 10. 11. 12 FCCLA 9. 10. 11. 12 

Garrett Litke 

Baseball 9. 10. 11. 12 (Captain 11. 12) Basketball 9. 10. 
11. 12 (Captain 12) Tennis 9. 10. II. 12 (Capuin 10. 
11. 12) Turnabout Court Prom Court Homecoming 
Court 


Tori Louviere 
Avery Malerich 

Drama 10. 11. 12 (Thespian 10. 11. 12) Directed/ wrote 
1-act play 12 Acted in All-sute show 11. 12 Choir 
11. 12 (outstanding choir member 11) Mascot 11 
Newspaper 12 





While typing on the keyboard, 
senior Jerry Nowak works on some 
homework. “My favorite class is stats 
and discreet because it’s easier than 
pre-cal and it’s easier to understand 
a different form of math,” said 
Nowak. 

Asking for help on a problem 
from senior Ted Fitzgerald, senior 
Amy Russell tries to get the answer 
correct. “I love my accounting class, 
but it’s a lot of memorization and 
a lot of steps to remember,” said 
Russell. 


138“ There 


are times in life where we must close a chapter in our lives and open a new one. For seniors, the time is now.” - Kylah Eatman, 12 








What was your New 
Year’s Resolution? 


CLASS OF 2012 


Nicholas Mazur 
Brittni McLemore 

Trick and Field 9. 10. 11. 12 (Capuin 11. 12) Band/ 
Colorguard 10. 11 (Division 1 Gold Rating) DECA 
11. 12 (State Qualifier 11. 12) Golf 12 Booster Club 
9. 10. 11. 12 FCCLA 9. 10. 11. 12 SAD£>. 10. 11. 12 
International Club 11. 12 


Nathan McNeill 

Vanity Football 10. 11. 12 Varsity Track 10 

Robert Megquier 


Alysia Metsch 

Booster Club 9. 10. 11 Choir 9. 10. 11. 12(Chorale 12) 

Dillon Metsch 


“live it up. Make it big. Don’t let anyone stand in your way. I love my drama family and to the ones left behind, do something awesome 

on the stage. Life's a stage." -Avery Malerich, 12 


Natasha Martin 
Leslie Martinez 


“I decided to stop drinking pop for my 
New Year’s Resolution. I’m still doing it 
because pop is really bad for me.” 

-Zach Muller, 12 


“My New Year’s Resolution was to eat 
healthy and it’s still going on. I still 
haven’t eaten fast food.” 

-Alyssa Carter, 12 


“My New Year’s Resolution was to stop 
cussing. It didn’t even last more than 
an hour. Yeah, that was a stupid idea.” 
-Brianna Bias, 12 


Working as partners, senior 
Katalina Villalpando and senior 
Aisha Darrough work together 
on their work. “My hardest class 
is discreet because I do the most 
work and it’s challenging,” said 
Darrough. 


Steven Malone 

SADD. 10, 11, 12 (President 12) Dungeons and 
Dragons 10 Math Bowl 11. 12 National Honor 
Society 12 Stage Crew 11. 12 Hoosicr Boys State 
representative 

Haley Marshall 

Football Manager 9. 10 Booster Club 11. 12 FCCLA 12 
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What’s in Our Future? 



Senior Jianni Rivera's overall high school 
experience was amazing, but now that it is time 
for her to graduate, she is ready to leave. After 
high school, Rivera plans to attend college. The 
college she is looking at is Indiana University 
Northwest. There, she plans on entering the 
medical field and becoming an ultrasound 
technician. “I get to be the person that shows 
mothers how their baby is doing and progressing. 
Being an ultrasound technician is something that 
interests me because it seems like a job that is 
happy and fun,” said Rivera. Rivera is committed 
to the challenge that awaits her in college, and 
she is sure that she can accomplish her goals. 



Senior Cody LeJeune has had his fair share 
of high school experiences. Even though high 
school was something he never really enjoyed, 
he still admits that he will miss it. In the end, 
though, he is excited to get out of GHS. Once 
LeJeune has graduated, he plans to attend 
college to pursue his career as a nurse. “Nursing 
is a career that seems right for me because I 
enjoy helping people out and caring for those that 
need the support. I’m also a people person, which 
seems to be an important factor of becoming a 
nurse because you’re going to be working with 
people a lot,” said LeJeune. LeJeune plans on 
attending Ivy Tech to achieve his goal. 




Seniors Eric Navarro and Jenny 
Lanfear lean back and watch as 
the nurse sets them up to donate 
their blood. “I gave blood because 
it saves lives, and I love helping 
people,” said Navarro. 


140 “My senior year bowling season went so fast and I made it all the way to semi-state as an individual.” -Margaret Cartwright, 12 



CLASS OF 2012 



Marris Mihalcik 

Panther Press 10. 11. 12 Softball 10. 11 

Melissa Miller 

Basketball 9. 10 Volleyball 9. 10, 11. 12 Booster Club 
9. 10. 11. 12 

Amelia Morales 

Choir 9. 10. 11. 12 Drama 11. 12 Volleyball 9. 10 Track 
and Field 9 

Jonathon Morikis 

Football 9. Swimming 10 

Tyler Morrison 

Boys Golf 10. 11 


Zach Muller 

Baseball 9. 10. 11. 12 Basketball 9 Wrestling 10, 11. 
12 (Captain 12) 

Marisa Mureiko 
Brianna Nagel 
Mark Nelleman 
Brianna Nelson 


Alyssa Niewiadomski 

Fep/Marching/Concert Band 9. 10. 11. 12 (Section 
Leader 12) NHS 11. 12 Academic Super Bowl 10. 11. 
12 DECA 12 

Ashley Noojin 
Jerry Nowak 
Andrew O’Brien 

Basketball 9. 10. 1 1 Baseball 9. 10 Girls Basketball 
Practice Team 12. Turnabout Court 

Agnes O'Brien 


Chloe Oliver 

Choir 9. 10. 1 1 Art Club 9. 10 Youth Alive Bible Study 
11. 12 (Leader) 

Lesley Pietsch 
Steven Ramirez 
Nikki Rapka 
Benjamin Reitz 


Billie Reitz 
Jianni Rivera 

Volleyball 9. 10 Class Council 9. 10. 11. 12 Booster 
Club 9. 10 Choir 9 

Katelyn Roberts 
Alyssa Robertson 

Cross Country 12 

Catena Root 



Senior Maciej Szcepkowski enjoys his 
aide hour with the nurse, Jen Kocon. 
“The best part of aiding for the nurse 
is getting free band-aids whenever I 
want,” said Szcepkowski. 


"Each day is not a given, it’s a 


oft, so live it up like it’s Christmas.” -Robert Fleishman, 12 140 




Sarah Shaffer 
Holly Shew 
Andrew Short 

t Shae Siokos 

Track 9. 10. 11 (Captain 11) Cross Country 9 Student 
Council 11 International Club 9. 10 Homecoming 
Court Booster Club 1 1 FCCLA 10 


Taylor Steffan 

Soccer 9. 10. 11. 12 Track 11. 12 (Captain 11) 
Turnabout Court Prom Court Homecoming Court 
(Homecoming Queen) Choir 9. 10. II. 12 

Robert Stevens 

Colorguard 10 Yearbook 11 

David Stokes 
Ariana Suarez 

Track 9. 10. 11 (Captain 11) Wrestling Manager 10. 11 


Sarah Sutherland 
Robert Szabo 
Janessa Tamez 
Jennifer Teasdale 


Rachel Solar 
Victoria Solivais 

Panthereties 10, 11. 12 Student Council 12 Class 
Council 9. 10. 11. 12 FCCIA 9. 10. 11. 12 Booster 
Club 10. 11. 12 Volleyball 9 NHS 11. 12 

Jeremy Soy 
Nicholas Stassin 


- 'TKaitcr, 12 


Esperanza Sanchez 
Tiffany Sanders 
Jacob Schnoor 
Sydney Segovia 




Amy Russell 

Soccer 9. 10. 11. 12 (Captain 12) Class Council 9, 
10. 11. 12 (Vice President 10. 11) NHS 11. 12 (Vice 
President 12) Softball 9 


Hope Ryan 

Basketball 9 Softball 9. 1 1 Cnoir 9. 10. 1 1 


Janessa Salmas 

SAD.D 9. 10 Basketball 9. 10. 11 Track and Field 9. 

10. 11. 12 


Gregory Rothchild 

Tennis 10. 11 Student Council 9, 10. 11. 12 (Historian 
11. 12) Pan titer Council 9. 10 NHS 11. 12 Class 
Council 1 1 Choir 9, 10 


14 * 


can’t believe how fast senior year has gone by. I will never forget the friends I’ve made and I am going to miss them.” Timothy Bullard, 12 





CLASS OF 2012 



Alejandra Tellez 
Emilee Trueblood 

Pantherettes 11. 12 Booster Club 10. 11. 12 Softball 
10, 11. 12 Class Council 11. 12 (Treasurer) Student 
Council 1 1. 12 Prom Court (Prom Queen) 
Homecoming Court 12 Choir 9. 10. 11. 12 

Justin Turner 
Megan Tuttle 

Volleyball 9, 10. 11. 12 (Cipuin 10. 12) NHS 11. 12 
Student Council 12 Volleyball Coach 11. 12 Tutoring 
9. 10. 11. 12 Work 10. 11. 12 

Joseph Vaclavik 

Soccer 9, 10. 11. 12 (Captain 12) Diving 9. 10. 11 
Choir 9. 10. 11. 12 NHS 11. 12 Class Council 11 



Miguel Angel Valtierra 
Crystal Vanwhite 

Cheerleading 9, 10. 11. 12 Booster Club 9. 10. 11, 12 

Katalina Villalpando 
Hanna Vrabely 

Pantherettes 9, 10. 11. 12 (Squad leader 10 Captain 
12) NHS 11, 12 Student Council 10. 11, 12 (Secretary 
11 Vice President 12) Class Council 9. 10. 11. 12 
(Secretary 11) Booster Club 9. 10. 11. 12 Choir 9. 10. 
11. 12 Softball 9 

Garrett Walter 


Morgan White 
Emily Witvoet 

Basketball 9, 10. 11, 12 Cheerleading 9. 10. II. 12 
(Captain 12) FCCLA 9. 10. 1 1. 12 (Photographer & 
Officer 9. 10 President 12) International Club 9. 10. 

11. 12 SADD 10. 11. 12 (Officer 12) Booster Club 
9. 10. 11. 12 

Nicole Witzke 
Troy Yarnelle 

Football 9. 10. 11. 12 (Captain 12) Hack 9. 10. 11. 12 
Choir 9. 10. 11, 12 Basketball 9 

Tyler Yost 

Football 9, 10. It, 12 (Captain II. 12) Wrestling 10. 11, 
12 (Captain 12) Prom Court (Prom King) 



Jordan Zarndt 

Varsity Football Manager 9. 10. 11. 12 Choir 9. 10. 

11. 12 

Jessica Zubik 
Ryan Zubrick 

Cross Country 9. 10. 11. 12 (Captain 11. 12) Track & 
Field 9. 10. 11. 12 Panther Press 9. 10. 11. 12 Wrestling 
9 Set Crew 10. 11. 12 Class Council 11 


Enjoying a salad and a sandwich, 
seniors Zach Muller and Shae 
Siokos gossip about the latest news 
around school. “Shae is one of 
my best friends, and I can tell her 
everything,” said Muller, 12. 


143 


“My time in high school gave me memories that I will never forget , but I am ready to move on with my life.” -Michelle Lesniewski, 12 






Alisondra Acevedo 
Caylee Adams 
Samantha Adams 
Jesus Aldape 
Bri-Anne Andriessen 


Christy Anzur 
Joseph Armstrong 
Taylor Austin 
Khristian Ayala 
Taylor Backe 


In the library junior Michelle 
Torres is working hard to finish 
her pre-calculus homework during 
her lunch hour so that she will 
not have work to do when she gets 
home. “Hard work pays off in the 
end,” said Torres. 


Jjjp 


During his sixth hour English class, 
junior Aaron Martinez ate a cookie while 
working on one of his assignments, but 
unfortunately got in trouble. “That's the way 
the cookie crumbles!” said Martinez. 


Victoria Bacon 
Destiny Barajas 
Tanner Barham 
Deanna Bartoszek 
Jevon Bell 
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“Junior year was great and I’m hoping senior year is better.” -Carlos Miranda, 11 




While in Spanish class, junior 
Kassandra Lopez and her fellow 
classmate junior Michelle Urena 
were working together to finish 
one of their assignments. “I enjoy 
having class with Michelle she’s a 
great help.” said Lopez 



Brandon 


Love: 

Music 



Martin 


H e loves to listen and play music 
because Martin feels in control when 
he plays the drums. Brandon has 
been playing the drums since he was eight 
years old and dedicates most of his time to 
listening and playing music. 

Brandon believes that drama isn’t necessary 
and people should stop spreading rumors 
because it gets you no where in life. Also 
that its unimportant and shows just how 
immature everyone is. 


*1 (xwe mu&ic, 
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Christopher Benko 
Emma Blackard 
William Bogan 
Patrick Bolda 
Katie Bridges 


Brett Brinkley 
Austin Brown 
Caitlin Brown 
Brandon Brummet 
Kortland Bryant 


Adam Buonomo 
Ryan Camp 
Julian Cartagena 
Anthony Carter 
Manon Carter 



“Being in AP classes involves a lot of 
homework and studying. So in an effort 
to decrease the amount of work that I 
have to take home, I tend to spend my 
lunch periods in Mr. Graffs photography 
room,” said junior Stefanie Soy. 



“A dream doesn’t become reality through magic, it takes sweat, determination, and hard work." -Julian Wright, 11 
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Robert Cheek 
Gabriel Cherry 
Caitlin Christenson 
Miryea Cisneros 
Ailey Clark 


Cakirra Coleman 
Miles Collins 
Armando Cordova 
Brian Corrie 
Evelyn Creech 


Mia DalSanto 
Jose Davila 
Jacob Dennison 
Aminata Diallo 
Alexander Diaz 


Stephanie DiSanto 
Sean Downs 
Kailie Drummond 
Stephen Duhon 
Cory Dunagan 


Thomas Duncan 
Juliana Duvnjak 
Kimberly Dye 
Ann Ficht 
Andrew Figueroa 


Andrew Fowler 
Sarah Galambos 
Brandon Gale 
Kaitlynd Gardner 
Ashlan Gary 


Blaire Gearhart 
Alyssa Gebo 
Maegan Glass 
Joseph Golub 
Lauren Gonzales 


Jordan Gonzalez 
Zachary Grin 
Irene Gutierrez 
Sierra Gutierrez 
Vivian Haddad 
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“I can’t wait until my senior year!” -Manon Carter, 11 







Trying to stay awake during the SAT 
class, junior Destiny Barajas learns 
about techniques to use. “You do 
not necessarily learn new things, but 
you touch up previously learned 
skills,” said Barajas. The SAT class was 
every Wednesday night from 6:30 to 
9 p.m. 



As juniors Abbey Litde and Emily 
KuzmanofF conduct an experiment 
during Biology n, Litde tries to stay 
focused. “She couldn’t keep her 
hand still, because I kept laughing," 
said Kuzmanoff. The two were 
conducting a neuron test. 


Eating his lunch, junior Jesus 
Aldape also enjoys talking to his 
friends. “Lunch is a great time to eat 
and talk to your friends about your 
day,” said Aldape. Aldape regularly 
sits with his friends. 



“I always play the piano before my choir class 
in Mr. C’s (Mr. Covarmbbias, choir) room. 
Usually I show up early because I can’t 
actually play very well. One time 
I was jamming out, playing 
the song “Mary had a Litde 
Lamb” and bobbing my 
head like a rock star. It 
turns out I wasn’t a 
rock star because 
I turned around 
> and saw my 
classmates 
laughing at 


me 



“I think I already have ‘Senioritis’.” -Jacob Dennison, 11 
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Michael Hall 
De’andre Hampton 
DeAndre Hannsberry 
Justin Harris 


Al-Monteser Hassan 
Mercedes Hermosillo 
Priscilla Hernandez 
Jay Hicks 


Jessica Hicks 
David Higgins 
Daizja Hill 
Alexander Holt 


Kristianna Hosein 
Jayson Howard 
Sondos Issa 
Angel James 


Natalie Jancosek 
Jacqueline Johns 
Darien Jones 
Matthew Kauchak 


Rachael Kazmer 
Jack Kessey 
De’andrea Kirnes 
Mathew Kitzmiller 


Enjoying their thirty minute lunch 
break juniors Preston Nelson, Chris 
Benko, and Joey Golub eat their 
lunch with each other. “I like that 
we have lunch together because we 
are all on the football team so we 
can talk about games,” said Nelson. 

Catching up on some homework, 
junior lindsey Osbom sits in the 
library and does math and health. 
“Doing homework in the library is 
so peaceful because it’s always so 
quiet,” said Osbom. 


tyuttian. <fem went &y way fazeten t£e*t whxt *7 expected. -'Katie Kay. 11 
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“Junior year was a lot more work then sophomore year.” -Andrew Fowler, 11 








David Koen 
Derrick Kong 
Ciarra Kroslack 
Thomas Kudyba 
Amanda Kuiper 
Sarah Kuna 
Shannon Kunka 
Emily Kuzmanoff 

Dylan Lambert 
Marica Lewis 
Sydney Lidster 
Emily Linders 
Katelyn Lisle 
Abigail Little 
Jordan Long 
Jacob Loomis 




While reading Moby Dick in Sheila 
Vaclavik’s English class, junior 
Prescilla Hernandez participates in 
the story. “ I like how Mrs. Vaclavik 
uses hand gestures when she reads 
a story, “ said Hernandez. 

Practicing to make perfect, junior 
William Bogan hits the ball across 
the court with full force. “Tennis 
gets you off your butt and helps 
you stay active,” said Bogan. 




CHO 

Sugars 


CHO 

Combos 


CLASS OF 2013 

“This was the first year I took any AP classes so I had to actually study.” -Melissa Martinez, 11 149 








Kassandra Lopez 
Taylor Losiniecki 
Taylor Louie 
Kelsie Lunsford 
Steven Marquez 


Brandon Martin 
Jacqueline Martinez 
Melissa Martinez 
Tiffiny McDaniel 
Sarah McGivney 


Cynthia Mclnerney 
Allison Meece 
Alyssa Melchor 
Krystal Mendoza 
Carlos Miranda 


Emily Mitcheltree 
Jackie Morales 
Jodi Morales 
Abigail Muffett 
Amber Murphy 


Ross Myers 
Allison Nolan 
Lindsay Norrick 
Chloe Norton 
Miguel Nunez 
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150 “Junior year was the hardest year of school I have had yet.” -Sierra Gutierrez, 11 


Juniors Ah Acevedo and Destiny 
Barajas look at the skull during 
Julie Wencloffs Biology II class. “I 
think looking at the bones in 3D is 
a great way of alternative learning, 
rather than just looking at pictures 
on paper,” said Acevedo. 


Enjoying her free time in choir, 
junior Stefanie Soy relaxes and 
catches up with her friends. “Choir 
is my favorite class because it gives 
me time to just chill with my 
classmates and not worry so much,” 
said Soy. 







Christopher O’Brien 
Katie Oros 
Lindsey Osborn 
Janelle Owczarzak 
Kamora Owens 
Alexandra Page 
Kadejah Palmer 
Ashlyn Paris 

Benjamin Parish 
Tyler Pena 
Ashley Pinkham 
Chris Pirtle 
Brooke Pospychala 
Rosie Quintanilla 
Kaitlin Ray 
Jamie Rex 

Jose Rivera 
Keagan Rix 
Forrest Roe 
Andrew Rothchild 
Julia Saberniak 
Jeanette Salazar 
Brian Scheeringa 
Chelsea Scofield 




Studying the hand bones juniors 
Brett Brinkley and Joey Rivera 
examine each others hands. “I 
think Bio is very interesting; I liked 
learning about the brain,” said 
Brinkley. 

Participating in a group discussion 
during J.R. Ford’s Spanish class, 
juniors Austin Brown and Karina 
Silva listen to their classmates 
opinions. “Working in a group 
helps me understand the concept 
of whatever we are doing,” said 
Brown. 





“I like to volunteer 
because I like to help 
others, and it’s a great 
way to fill up your spare 
time. It helps me stay 
out of trouble.” 

-Evelyn Creech, 11 


1 


"Occasionally I 
volunteer for my 
community because 
it feels good to know 
I have aided those in 
need.” 
-Ailey Clark, 11 


Do vou volunteer? 


“Sometimes I volunteer in my 
free time at my church by 
helping the little kids during 

Sunday school” *50 people interviewed 

-Angel Nunez, 11 


“Volunteering is a wonderful 
way to meet new people and a 
good way to get in contact with 
the ladies.” 
-Khris Ayala, 11 


CLASS OF 2013 


“This year I had to work really hard to keep my grades up.” -Emma Blackard, 11 1S1 






Matthew Seiluns 
Billy Sharp 
Steven Sharp 
Eeyama Shaw 


Chelsea Shinkle 
Karina Silva 
Ashley Sims 
Jesse Smith 


Melissa Smith 
Stefanie Soy 
Anna Steinhubel 
Deena Suboh 




Sarah Velasquez 


When I was little, I ripped the heads 
off my barbies and put them on my 
G.L Joes. 


When I was litde, I had a 
poodle and I would try to 
ride it because I thought it 
would grow up to be like 
Clifford. 

I laugh when people 
die in horror movies. 

Thin mints are my 
favorite cookie. 


I play the 
flute. 


I am 17 
years old. 



Working at Bridges after school, junior 
Sarah Kuna brought the plates to the 
kitchen. “I am either a hostess or a 
bus girl, it just depends what day 
it is. I work five days a week, I like 
the people I work with and having 
money,” said Kuna. 
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“Junior 


year is very stressful.” -Cory Dunagon, 11 






In seventh hour U.S. history, junior 
Sean Downs took notes on WWII in 
Jenna Candiano’s class. “I love U.S. 
history because I have an amazing 
teacher and I learn a lot from her,” 
said Downs. 

During the Homecoming Parade, 
juniors Ciarra Kroslack and Katelyn 
Lisle rode in the police car with 
Officer Peter Ghiist. “Riding in the 
cop car was exciting because I got 
to throw candy to the little kids,” 
said Lisle. 




I mwf 


Ashley Summers 
Cassandra Taylor 
Ashley Thomas 
Tyler Thomas 
John Tibbs 


Michelle Torres 
Michelle Urena 
Maria Valladares 
Sarah Velasquez 
Anna Vogel 


Deziree Walker 
Gary Ward 
Patrick Weber 
Stacy Weber 
Karis White 


Tasha White 
Tiffany Wilfong 
Julian Wright 
LaDarius Wyatt 
LaRell Wyatt 


Jesse Yarnelle 
Stephanie Younker 
Selena Zamudio 
Andrew Zarndt 
Sarah Zawistowski 


CLASS OF 2013 


“T his year has gone by really fast, but it’s been an exciting year.” -Taylor Louie, 11 
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Ashley Adams 
Christian Adams 
Chandler Adkins 
Tonyla Alexander 
Breanna Ally 


Jasmine Alvarez 
Michael Alvarez 
Josue Anaya 
Dominique Anderson 
Ashley Arndt 


Tara Arnold 
Jonathon Baccino 
Jessica Bahena-Alvarez 
Jordan Baltus 
Rosemary Bartochowski 


Brianne Basham 
Kathryn Baum 
Jazmine Bell 
Darius Berry 
Mycheal Booker 



Playing mat ball in team sports, 
sophomore Rodney Lewis is 
waiting to be able to run to the 
next mat. “I like mat ball over 
kick ball because in this game we 
play with five balls and it is more 
challenging,” said Lewis. 
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154 “Sophomore year is fantastic.” -Carlos Gonzalez, 10 





Taking notes in her seventh hour 
Algebra II class, sophomore Jessica 
Bahena learns the new lesson on 
graphing. "Math has always been an 
easy subject for me,” said Bahena. 

In Luann Pramuk’s world history 
class, sophomore Logan Denny 
works on a map that goes with 
the chapter. “Maps are my favorite 
activity because they are interesting 
and it is an excellent learning 
activity,” said Denny. 





Dakota Broelmann 
Amy Bubala 
Kyle Buikema 
Lauren Bytnar 
Lisa Calvillo 


Teron Carey 
Yadira Castellanos 
Sydney Chapa 
Andres Chavez 
Jacquelyn Chavez 


Michael Coccaro 
Matthew Colomes 
Arnetia Commings 
Alexys Corona 
Corianne Cox 


Khali Craig-Garland 
Antonio Crespo 
Matthew Csonka 
Jody Cunningham 
Joseph Dalton 


Bobbi Davis 
Darreyl Deberry 
Levi Degand 
Ezekiel Del Val 
Michael Delpino 


Logan Denny 
Jenna DeRolf 
Brandon Dickey 
Daniel Dittrich 
Tyler Douglas 




“Sophomore year is going by really slow and I can not wait until next year.” -Todd Fenell, 10 155 





Jada Dozier 
Vid Dragutinovic 
Kristen Drozd 
Emily Duhon 
Ryan Dunlap 


Tyler Dunlap 
Brandon Dyer 
Chance Edwards 
Ricardo Esquivel 
Zane Fassoth 


Andrew Felde 
Todd Fenell 
Sara Fisch 
Cecilia Flores 
Samantha Fuller 


Guadelupe Gamino 
Shelby Gannon 
Brandon Garcia 
Megan Garcia 
Selena Garza 


Sarah Gates 
Madeline Gee 
Angela Genovese 
Brandi Gerber 
Robert Gillam 





Eating pepperoni pizza at lunch, 
sophomores Luke Smith, Austin 
Pena, Zach Stickley, and Andres 
Chavez talk about the new COD 
game. “ Eating lunch with them 
is so entertaining because Austin 
[Pena] makes jokes at everyone,” 
said Smith. 

Doodling dining class, sophomore 
Carlos Gonzalez day dreams about 
his Band performance. “I space 
out a lot during class, and usually 
end up drawing something really 
creative,” said Gonzalez. 
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“Hopefully the rest of high school goes by fast.” -Kristen Drozd, 10. 





Monica Gonzales 
Sydney Gonzales 
Carlos Gonzalez 
Cecilia Gonzalez 
Ramon Gonzalez 


Sergio Gonzalez 
Kyle Gordon 
Taryn Grin 
Michelle Gross 
Jawhara Haddad 


Olivia Hamm 
Brooke Haney 
Stephanie Harpst 
Shannon Hawkins 
Marquise Henry 


Lauren Hernandez 
Sydney Hilbrich 
Logan Hogue 
George Hudiczius 
Shelby Ingbretson 



Excited about knowing the correct 
answer, sophomore Alicia Page 
raises her hand waiting to be called 
on. “I get pumped when I know the 
right answer in English since it is so 
hard,” said Page. 


Lo gan Denny 

I have been swimming my 
whole life. 

I have six cats that 
were found outside 
and my family took 
them in. 

I have two 
nieces and one 
nephew. 



When I was 
younger I used 
to collect action 
figures. 


I am 15 
years old. 



Working on an English packet, 
sophmore Brandon Garcia struggles 
on adjective clauses. “I hate 
grammar so much. It’s so hard, 
and I’m never going to use it,” said 
Gracia. 



“I pretty much slept my way through sophomore year.” -Levi Degand, 10 


157 






Jakkar Jackson 
Michael Jackson 
Cornelius Jemison 
Tyrus Jenkins 
Isaiah Jimenez 


Deanna Johanson 
Erick Johnson 
Kila Johnson 
Airrick Jones 
Byron Jones 


Cecily Jones 
Sara Joyce 
Cameron Jung 
Cameron Kegebein 
Madison Kent 


Celestine Keys 
Abigail Kik 
Joshua Kime 
Kyle Koble 
Sarah Koliboski 


Allyson Krajnak 
Courtney Laviolette 
Kennedy Laviolette 
Nicole Lear 
Kati LeBrun 


Andrea Leon 
Dana Lesniewski 
Rodney Lewis 
Tyler Lipski 
Andrew London 


Nickolas Long 
Jared Lowe 
Jonathan Madrigal 
Brooke Maglish 
Kamille Manning 




With determination, sophomore 
Austin Pena attentively listens to 
Luann Pramuk’s lecture in world 
history so he can be confident on 
his next test. “Mrs. Pramuk is a great 
teacher and I enjoy being in her 
class,” said Pena. 
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158 “Sophomore year is one of the best years I have had here so far.” -Eric Rush, 10 




Since sophomores Breanna Ally 
and Brandi Gerber finished their 
book work early, they had time to 
talk. Gerber watched Ally draw a 
picture while telling her a story. 
“Prep adult living is a great class to 
talk about your life,” said Gerber. 

Practicing for Rita Gray’s basketball 
skills test, sophomore Flint Powell 
shoots ten free throws. Powell 
ended up making nine out of ten 
baskets. “Try your best at all times, 
you never know who is watching,” 
said Powell. 




Reaching for her literature book, 
sophomore Miriah Berrio prepares 
to go to English. “I really like my 
locker downstairs because that’s 
where most of my classes are and 
most of my friends lockers,” said 
Berrio. 


What do you do in detention? 




M 


Texting his friends while in 
detention, sophomore Kyle 
Gordon tries to hide his 
phone. “Detention is really 
boring, so I just text,” said 
Gordon. 


Bored in detention in Rebecca 
Koonce's science, classroom, 
sophomore Alec Mosley does his 
history homework. “Being bad has 
consequences," said Mosley. 


Text a friend 

(48%) 


Being productive, sophomore Jody 
Cunningham does her homework. “Detention 
is a good place to get homework done before 

work,” said Cunningham. *50 people interviewed 


CLASS OF 2014 


“Sophomore year is easier than freshmen year.” -Rebecca Roberts, 10 



Kyla Manning 
Victoria Mares 
Luis Martinez 
Sara Maywald 


Jessie Mazzone 
Connor McCabe 
Julie McCarthy 
Aaron Metz 


Kaitlyn Meyer 
David Miranda 
Malik Mitchell 
Samantha Monko 


Destiny Moore 
Shakyra Moore 
Alec Moseley 
Courtney Muller 


Sirena Nieves 
Paige Obermeyer 
Tristin Olsen 
Katherine Ortosky 



During soccer practice, sophomore 
Amy Bubala gets ready to stop 
the ball from entering the goal. “I 
like following my sister’s footsteps 
because she was the goalie when 
she was in high school, too,” said 
Bubala. 



Sitting in history class, sophomore 
Louie Martinez works on his 
assignment. “On certain days I’m 
just so tired, and it’s hard to stay 
awake in class,” said Martinez. 
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“When softball season comes around, I get so excited because it’s a favorite sport of mine.” -Taryn Grin, 10 
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Timothy Orzelski 
Alicia Page 
Tyler Palinca 
Steven Paprocki 
Andrew Pelot 
Austin Pena 
Jose Perez 
Rebecca Perez 

Markee Phillips 
Mark Plawecki 
Flint Powell 
Marissa Ramirez 
Cassandra Rardin 
Nathaniel Reitz 
Marisa Rios 
Deshon Roberson 

Rebecca Roberts 
Skye Robinson 
Kionn Rodgers 
Alex Rodriguez 
Lisette Roldan 
Cassandra Root 
Eric Rush 
Breanna Sanchez 

Rosio Sandoval 
Camesha Scheeringa 
Jeanne Scheffel 
David Schell 
Brienna Schramm 
Dion Seiluns 
Alexis Singer 
Aleia Smith 




During a rest at swim practice, 
sophomore Vid Dragutinovic waits 
his turn to finish up his laps. “This 
season of swimming went by fast,” 
said Dragutinovic. 

In Stephanie Villarreal's English 
class, sophomore Monica Gonzales 
sits with sophomore Bryon Jones 
and writes down some notes. “I lik e 
that we don’t get a lot of homework 
and that all we do is take notes,” 

> said Gonzales. 






Tm glad that I participated in ISSMA this year because it was a 


good experience.” -Deanna Johanson, 10 161 






Luke Smith 
Ross Smith 
Victoria Smith 
Emily Solar 
Karley Spriggs 


Robert Stack 
Kevin Stevens 
Zachary Stickley 
Brian Stinnett 
Demario Streeter 


Shadeja Syas 
Morgan Szot 
Brittany Takacs 
Carlos Tellez 
Terrence Tompkins 


Thomas Tompkins 
Aaron Tonkovich 
Tessa Trueblood 
Cody Tucker 
Emily Tuttle 


Alexander VanPelt 
Sabrina Vanwhite 
Alana Vega 
Devin Vestal 
Melissa Vieyra 


Andrea Vo 
Sarah Vrabely 
Jacy Vuckovich 
Cameron Walker 
Da'shauna Walker 



Waiting before class, sophomores 
Tessa Trueblood, Vickie Smith, 
Andrew Felde and Lauren 
Hernandez laugh about Felde’s 
shirt. “They kept asking me if my 
shirt was a face or a foot, and I was 
getting really mad,” said Felde, 10. 
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162 “Hopefully the rest of high school goes by fast,” Tristin Olsen, 10. 





Hailey Watson 
Nicholas Welch 
Brandon White 
Joel White 
Langston Williams 
Nicholas Wilson 
Quinton Wilson 




Complaining about his test grade, 
sophomore Michael Delpino argues 
about a wrong answer on his slope 
test. “I don’t understand Algebra II 
at all. It isn’t that complicated; I just 
can’t focus,” said Delpino, 10. 

After completing her vocabulary 
test, sophomore Karley Spriggs 
waits for the rest of her English 
class to finish. “Mrs. Vaclavik makes 
the tests really hard, especially 
when she puts words from 
previous chapters on them,” said 
Spriggs. 


How did you meet your BF/ GF? 



“Chance [Edwards, 10] and I met in 8th grade in our 
English class with Lisa Cotto. I never really expected 
that I would date him back then, but I always thought 
he was cute. Now that we are dating, he always 
surprises me with flowers and food. He isn’t just my 
boyfriend, he is my best friend." -Breanna Ally, 10 


“Alex [Diaz, 11] and I met when I was in 7th 
grade. I always thought he was super cute, and 
we talked for a really long time. We have been 
dating for a year and 8 months, and I’ve loved 
every minute of it. I love my boo boo.” 

-Alexis Singer, 10 


“David [Higgins, 11] and I met in 8th grade at Central 
Park after a baseball game. I never really thought I 
would ever date him, but I am so happy that I am. I 
have a lot of stress in my life, and David is always 
there to brighten my day. I love him!” 

-Sarah Vrabely, 10 


Cameron [Kegebein, 10] and I met in 8th grade in 
Tracy Whitman’s English class. He sat behind me 
for a whole semester, and I would tease him for 
his horrible handwriting. We’ve been dating for 9 
months, and hopefully many more.” -Lisa Calvillo, 

10 

i ’’ Ashley [Arndt, 1 0] and I met in 8th grade in Mr. 

Cornwell's class. We didn’t start dating until the 
beginning of summer after freshman year. She is 

the 

fat I met her -Christian Adams 10 

HIM 




CLASS OF 2014 


“I want to spend the rest of high school with my friends and just having fun.” -Daniele Cimmino, 10 




Faith Adams 
Jonathan Adams 
Melissa Ahlquist 
Andrea Aldape 
Kentrell Allen 
Cristian Anaya 


Ashanique Anderson 
Alexis Atkinson 
Jordan Avalos 
Alicia Baker 
Samantha Bakker 
Sarah Balboa 


Kennedy Baltus 
Courtney Bell 
Jenna Bellamy 
Michael Blair 
Michael Bodnar 
Jared Braddam 


Maurice Branch 
Tina Brantley 
Aaron Brown 
Anthony Brown 
Brittany Burbridge 
Savanna Burge 


Chad Campbell 
Miguel Cano 
Rebecca Carpenter 
Brianna Carter 
Alicia Casares 
Sarah Cavazos 


Melissa Chiaro 
Austin Christenberry 
Dazanae Cooper 
Brittany Crozier 
Lisa Dabney 
Reanna Danielewicz 


Janna Darnell-Mendez 
Michael Darrough 
Julia Davies 
Anita DeBerry 
Zachary Diamond 
Jordan Dillon 


Sarah Dodson 
Ashley Douglas 
Michael Douglas 
Alyssa Drozd 
Jasmyne Dudley 
Taylor Dunagan 
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|“I can’t wait to get out of high school.” -Ashley Douglas, 9 










Playing basketball in Rita Gray’s 
gym class, freshmen Patty Felton, 
Samantha Bakker, Meghan Geary 
and Alicia Casares talk about the 
game. “I enjoy playing sports, 
making gym one of my Favorite 
classes,” said Felton. 


Reading in their literature book 
in their fifth hour class, freshmen 
Nick Johnson and Emily 
Morrison switch reading parts in 
The Odyssey . “I found the story 
incredibly interesting because of 
all of the different characters, "said 
Johnson. 




While getting ready for class with 
freshman Alyssa Drozd, freshman 
Seth Shepard talks to her about 
their classes. “Even though I don’t 
have classes with Alyssa, I still love 
seeing her after class when we meet 
up at her locker,” said Shepard. 



During the Romeo and Juliet 
section in lisa Megquier’s class, 
freshman Janna Darnell -Mendez 
explains what’s going on in the 
play. “I had never read the play 
until this year and I was really 
interested in reading it,” said 
Damell-Mendez. 



Reba Hart 

My lucky 

I number is 144. 

Whenever I can I 
try to text friends. 

Drawing and 
singing happen 

1 to be some of my 

1 favorite past times. 

My mottos always 
have something 
to do with short 
people, like me. 

* I love writing 

1 stories with friends 
I and family. 

I’ll listen to almost 
anything, but I 
prefer heavy metal 
and rock. 

i I adore the colors red, black and purple 
and love to wear them when I can. 


CLASS OF 2015 


“I can’t wait to have more freedom in 


my life.” -Sarah Gatlin, 9 165 






Christen Dunn 
Noah Duvnjak 
Kaitlyn Edwards 
Tyneah Ellis 
Danielle Falkner 
Patricia Felton 
Hunter Fleming 


Alex Fowle 
Alec Fowler 
Geoffrey Fullilove 
Daivonte Gaines 
Alexander Garcia 
Jesse Gates 
Sara Gatlin 


Meghan Geary 
Becky Gong 
Chelsea Gonzales 
Catie Gregor 
Kassidy Grumbles 
Kristi Grumbles 
Leif Gulbransen 


Savannah Gutierrez 
Connor Guzior 
Nathan Haizlip 
Codi Hamilton 
Mathew Harrison 
Reba Hart 
Jenny Helfen 


Adam Henson 
Josiah Hernandez 
Robert Hernandez 
Emily Herron 
Amber Holley 
Samantha Horn 
Adam Hoover 


Breana Houser 
Anwar Issa 
Nejma Issa 
Alero Jackson 
Banesa Jaimez 
David Jancosek 
William Jarrells 




Before the Homecoming Parade, 
freshman Tina Brandey talks to 
Lynn Rhodes about walking her 
dog. “FCCLA was walking dogs to 
help spread awareness about the 
dogs who live in shelters,” said 
Brandey. 
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166 “I do not like being a freshman because of all the drama.” -Dejah George, 9 









In October 2011, freshman Janna 
DameU -Mendez performs “If I Ain’t 
Got You” by Alicia Keys on the 
piano during coffee night. “I was 
really nervous so I tried to collect 
myself so I could get through the 
performance,” said Damell-Mendez. 

Freshman Aaron Brown practices 
tennis with a fellow student at the 
school tennis courts after school. “If 
I want something, I will get it,” said 

Brown. 




During fifth hour gym, freshman 
Brianna Carter plays volleyball 
with her class in the fieldhouse. 
Carter’s team won by two points. 
“Being a freshman is much better 
than being a middle school 
student. We are able to do almost 
anything we want,” said Carter. 


While in Janette Vehrs’s English 
class, freshman Kourtney Washick 
fills out her course description 
guide with the classes that interest 
her to prepare for the upcoming 
year. “I’m excited for classes 
next year because I have never 
experienced them before,” said 
Washick. 




CLASS OF 2015 


“There are a lot more students, and teachers are not as strict as they were in middle school.” -Blair Morton, 9 
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Enjoying their lunch hour, 
freshmen Blair Morton and Katie 
James laugh and talk about the 
school’s cafeteria food. “All of the 
food is pretty disgusting besides the 
pizza!” said Morton. 


Alexis Johnson 
Marcus Johnson 
Nicholas Johnson 
Samantha Johnson 


Taylor Jones 
Brittany Kealey 
Alexander Kepchar 
Ryan Kong 


Rhiannon Kozy 
Eva Krespo 
Cody Labicki 
Kayla LaBuda 


Edward Land 
Annika Lanting 
Lorenzo Lee 
Jessica Leslie 


Catlyn Lewis 
Marissa Lopez 
Dylan Lounges 
Jocelyn Lujen 
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‘Being a freshman is boring because you can’t do as much as the older students.” -Angel Becerra, 9 






Michael Lunsford 
Madison Lynch 
Robert Malone 
Kaitlynn Mang 
Laith Mansour 
Terra Martin 
Sandra Martinez 
Emilie Martoccio 

Evan Masters 
Emily Matson 
Samantha McNeiley 
Daisy McReynolds 
Hannah Miller 
Matthew Miller 
Antonio Mohoi 
Brian Moore 

Danielle Moore 
Elizabeth Morikis 
Emily Morrison 
Blair Morton 
Nicholas Mosqueda 
Bridgette Mozham 
Jordan Mull 
Christian Muniz 




Sitting in a study circle they 
created, freshmen students in Lisa 
Megquier’s English 9 class read 
Romeo and Tuliet. “We all played 
out the parts as we read. It helped 
us remember and have fun. I was 
Paris!” said Maleri Ward. 

On January 13 th, freshman Alexis 
Atkinson danced with her best 
friends at GHS’s winter formal. 
“Turnabout was really fun, but I 
wish I could have changed into 
a shorter dress to dance,” said 
Atkinson. 




V 


chael Lunsford 


During team bonding, freshman 
Michael Lunsford and his fellow 
freshman basketball teammates 
met up for lunch at Hooters. 
All of Lunsford’s teammates 
told the hostess it was 
Lunsford’s birthday. 
“The Hooters girls 
made me stand 
up on my stool 
and flap my 
‘wings’. I was 
so humiliated 
because my 
teammates 
were all 
laughing 
at me,” 
said 
Luns- 
ford. 


“Some freshman don’t realize how litde they are to the upper classmen.” -Cara Smith, 9 







Dyonna New 
Ryan Nunez 
Kristin Page 
Collin Pascoe 
Amber Peoples 


Daniel Perez 
Elijah Pierce 
Madison Plebanski 
Thomas Plesek 
Matthew Potacki 


Rodolfo Quintanilla 
Andrea Ramirez 
Gilberto Rangel 
Morgan Rasberry 
Deondra Ratliff 


Joshua Ray 
Ashleigh Rettie 
Mavarick Richardson 
Jennise Rivera 
Brianne Robertson 


Miranda Robertson 
Tristan Robertson 
Cesar Rodriguez 
Jessie Rodriguez 
Lauren Rotermund 


Benjamin Russell 
Caroline Rutherford 
Savannah Sammons 
Brianna Sanchez 
Stephanie Sanders 





Getting ready to sit down and eat 
lunch, freshman Courtney Bell 
joins her friends, freshmen Christy 
Slagle and Alexis Atkinson, at the 
table. “I love lunch because I get to 
catch up with all my friends and 
just relax for a litde bit,” said Bell. 

Working on a group project in 
English 9 Enriched, freshmen Zach 
Diamond and Hannah Miller help 
out their group. “Enriched English 
is a lot of work, but I know in the 
long run it will help me,” said 
Diamond. 
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170 “High school is better than I thought it would be.” -Jordan Mull, 9 







Performing at her first 
Homecoming Pep Rally, freshman 
Elizabeth Morikis gets ready for the 
cheer routine. “Cheerleading is a 
lot of work, but it was worth doing 
because I made a lot of new friends 
and had fun cheering,” said Morikis. 



Kaley Sarwacinski 
Rebecca Schnoor 
Kayla Scott 
Jocelyn Serna 
Seth Shepard 





Leaving class early with a five 
minute pass, freshmen Emily 
Morrison and Savannah Sammons 
go to Morrison’s locker. “After 
having back surgery I’m really glad I 
got a pass,” said Morrison. 


Brianna 


Love: 

Justin Bieber 

Hate: 

Fake people 


Carter 



frying to fit in freshman year isn’t 
easy but playing a sport helps you 
get to know more people. “I’ve been 
playing basketball since I was little 
and played on the team this year. I 
made a lot of new friends and got to 
dress for sectionals. I really like high 
school so far. ” 
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CLASS OF 201S 


“I was more nervous for freshman year than I needed to be.” -Taylor Dunagan, 9 








Nathyn Sierra 
Travis Skarzynski 
Christy Slagle 
Savannah Slaven 
Bryan Smith 


Cara Smith 
Rose Smith 
Semaje Smith 
Tiffany Smolen 
Christian Smoot 


Trevor Steffan 
Amanda Stelk 
Taylor Strauch 
Antonio Suarez 
Danielle Suboh 


Alana Swopes 
Nathan Szabo 
Brett Tauber 
Joshua Terzarial 
Melissa Thiel 


Victoria Traicoff 
Logan Ulrich 
Courtney Valentas 
Jairo Vazquez 
Joshua Vega 


Justin Villalobos 
Celeste Villarruel 
Chelsea Waddell 
Maleri Ward 
Kourtney Washick 



In high school, finding a lunch 
table can be difficult to do, but 
freshman Tori Traicoff found one 
that fits all her friends. “This is the 
only time that I can be with my 
friends for a half hour and just let 
loose. It’s a great break during my 
day,” said Traicoff. 
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172 freshman year wasn’t what I expected it to be, it was better.” -Terra Martin, 9 



Madison Watts 
Matthew White 
Shania White 
Ty White 
Adrian Williams 
Damenna Williams 
Shelby Winchester 
Ryan Zuklin 




- i. 




After taking her test, freshman 
Kourtney Washick looks over the 
2012-2013 course description 
guide. “I can not believe I’m 
scheduling for my sophomore year. 

My freshman year went by so fast,” 
said Washick. 

Sketching out his next project, 
freshman Michael Darrough used 
the ruler to make sure all the lines 
were perfect. “This class is meant as 
a down time but it also benefits me 
because I can get my creative juices 
flowing,” said Darrough. 



CLASS OF 2015 


“High school goes by really fast. People tell me to enjoy it while I can, and I have. It taught me a lot.” -Cody Labicki, 9 173 
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The last 18 years have been 
a wonderful journey as we 
watched you grow into the 
beautiful person you are today. 
We wish you a lot of happiness 
as you begin your college life. 
Good luck at ISU! 

Love, 

Dad, Mom, Stephen and Jordan 


Congratulations Greg! We 
are very proud of you and 
all the accomplishments 
you have achieved. As you 
begin your next journey in 
life, let your faith, knowledge, 
and love be a shining example 
of what an outstanding young 
man you are. 

We love you very much, 
Mom and Dad 








A Daughter Is Love 

A Daughter is Laughter and Ten- 
derness 

Sweet Memories, Too... 

But Most of All, Happiness 
Every Year Through 


It Doesn’t Seem So Long Ago 
But More Like Yesterday 
That You Were Just a Litde Girl 
Still Happily at Play 


And Yet Somehow, As Time Has 
Passed 

You’ve Grown Sweeter, Dear 
That’s Why You’re Thought So 
Much Of 
And Loved 
More Every 
Year 

We will 

always 1 m 

be there 
for you, 

Stephanie 

Love, 

Mom, Dad, 

Adam, and 
Lindsay 




Amber, 

We are so very proud of you. Your accomplishments 
in life and high school have been very exciting for 
us to witness. You excel even though life hasn’t al- 
ways been “smooth sailing.” Your determination and 
strength will have mostly served you well. We are so 
excited for your future. 

We love you very much, 

Grammy and Papaw 


176“Don’ t waste your high school years, it will catch up with you in the long run.” -Tiffany Burridge, 12 
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Alice, 

We have enjoyed watching and guiding your journey from infancy to adulthood. It 
has been a joy to watch as you have grown into a beautiful, talented, intelligent and 

inspiring young woman. 

It is no surprise that our baby, who has been dancing since she could walk, has de- 
veloped such a passion for the fine arts. We saw it start with the dance classes when 
you were 2 l/2 years old and still enjoy today. We saw it in the three trips with the 
Young Americans to Florida where you sang and danced on the stages of Universal 
Studios, Sea World, Epcot and Disney’s Magic Kingdom. We see it now in the love of 
theater which has propelled you to a life in the art of entertainment. 

“Choose a job you love, and you will never have to work a day in your life,” said Con- 
fucius. We hope that you will never have to work! We wish you a life of happiness and 
joy. Chase your dreams! Reach for the stars! You always have been and always will be 

our star. 

Mom and Dad 




“I cannot wait to get out of here, I’m looking forward to college.” -Robbie Megquier, 12 j 177 






Precious moments are life’s 
little treasures in the way 
we laugh and when we cry, 
the way we say hi and the 
way we say good bye. The 
best treasure is the love we 
have in our hearts for you, 
Bobby, no matter where 
you go in life. 

Love you always, 
Mom & Dad 
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Til miss it, but I’m ready to move on with life.” -Greg Rothchild, 12 





Dear Hanna, 

From the moment we laid our eyes on you, we knew you were 
perfect in every way, most importandy, you were ours! Every single 
day of your life we have been proud to call you our daughter. From 
the day your litde sister came along, you have continued to be the 
best big sister anyone could ask for, always watching out for your 
Boo. Your achievements in academics, dance, choir, student council, 
volunteer work, church, and mission work make you our true hero. 
There has not been one day that you brought us anything other than 
an abundance of love, adoration, pride, and true faith in God. Your 
career choice as an Occupational Therapist is perfect for your person- 
ality, your life goals in working with children, and your inherent gift 
of giving. As you move forward, remain the person you are and all of 
your goals and aspirations will be fulfilled. Keep your unconditional 
love to all, remain loyal to those important in your life, and NEVER 
waver on your faith in God. We love you with ail of our heart, you are 
beautiful inside and out, and we will always be there for you in every 
aspect of your life. 

All our love forever. 

Mom, Dad & Sarah 





Ellison, 

We are very blessed to have 
you for our daughter. You 
have become a beautiful 
person inside and out. We 
are so proud of you and 
everything you have accom- 
plished. Remember to fol- 
low your dreams and your 
heart. 

Love, 

Mom, Dad, Rex & Troy 



Melissa, 

Congratulations! We are 
so proud of you. We wish 
nothing but the best for 
you. We know you will 
succeed in whatever you 
do. 

Love, 

Mom, Dad, Joshua and 
Jason 


Dear Robert, 

We feel truly blessed that 
you came into our lives and 
are so proud of your accom- 
plishments, as you embark 
on the next adventure in life, 
strive to keep an open mind 
and continue to be the amaz- 
ing person we know you are. 

Congratulations graduate! 

Love, 

Mom & Dad 



“High school goes by really fast so make sure to have as much fun as possible and don’t worry about anything.” -Amanda Bakko, 12 
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Nicholas, 

Ever since you were a little boy, you had the ability to make 
those around you smile. Even in the toughest situations, you 
always remain positive. Your patience and easy going spirit 
turned you into a great leader. 

The encouragement and leadership to show to your team- 
mates, both on and off the field, makes us proud to see that 
you have grown up to be a respectful young man. Even with all 
of your accomplishments, you have remained very modest. 
We want you to know that you’ve always made Mom proud. 
Your great optimistic attitude has taken you far and you will 
only continue to grow from here. We know that no matter 
where Life takes you, great happiness and success will accom- 
pany you. Just follow your heart and you will succeed. 

All our love. 

Mom, Dad, Erica & Thomas 



Congratulations on 
making it to Semi-State 
twice, individually for 
bowling. We are proud 
of you. Hope you 
achieve your dreams. 
Good luck bowling for 
college. 

Love, 

Mom, Dad, Kyle, 
Grandma & PaPa 




From the days of your con- 
certs on the coffee table and 
being our special assistant at 
PCC softball games, you have 
worked so hard and accom- 
plished so much! We want you 
to know we are so proud of 
you and we love you so very 
much. CONGRATULATIONS! 
“Monk” you are so special!! 
Ma & Wayne 

First half complete — second 
half starting- 



It seems like just 
yesterday we watched 
you graduate from 
pre-school, and now 
it’s high school, soon...College! You’ve 
brought us much joy and made us very 
proud! There’s no limit to the success you 
can and will achieve! 

With all our love always, 

Mom & Dad 


|“My high school career flew by. I loved every bit of it and am glad I spent it with such amazing people.” -Brooke Brinkley, 12 
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Brookie, 

What an amazing, talented and beautiful young woman you have 
become. Your kindness and generosity reflect in everything you do. 
What a delightful eighteen years we have seen so far. Looking for- 
ward to seeing what exciting things your future holds for us all! As 
your family, we couldn’t be more proud of a daughter and sister as 
we are of you! So go out and conquer the “Epitents” of the world! 

We love you with all our hearts, 

Daddv. Mommy, Kier and Brett 


‘It’s the best year of high school. There are so many new beginnings, and there is so much to look forward to.” -Sarah Guistolisi, 12 
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Where has the time gone? It went 
way too fast. You went from our 
little boy to a handsome young 
man. We are so proud of the ma- 
ture, responsible person you have 
become. We wish you all the best 
in everything you do in life. You can 
do anything you put your mind to. 
Always know that near or far, we 
will always be there for you. We 
are proud of you and love you very 
much. 

Love, 

Mom, Dad, Courtney and Chad 


■ 


Cali, 

Words can never express 
how proud we are of the 
person you have become 
or how much we love you. 
May all your dreams come 
tme. Be happy! 

Love, 

Mom, Dad & Nicole 






One part of your journey 
through life is over...strive for a 
good today and an even better 
tomorrow. Always look towards 
your furture, for you hold it in 
the palm of your hand-good 
things will happen! All of our 
love will help pave your way on 
your journey! Congratulations 
Jae! 

Love, 

Mom and Dad 



It’s hard to believe 18 years has gone by and 
that sassy, funny, energetic, and cute, dark-eyed 
litde girl of ours is all grown up! You have 
brought so much fun and happiness to our 
family. We have loved and will miss watching 
our little dancer. You have so much to look for- 
ward to...now is your time to go for and reach 
your hopes and dreams. You have worked hard 
and you deserve it! We can’t wait to see what 
your future brings. We are so proud of you. 

Love you lots, 

Dad, Mom, Matt, Hillary, &Jon 




was my hardest year but hanging out with my friends made it special!” -Jordanne Banas, 12 




lisa, 

Congratulations, it’s amazing how quickly 
the years have passed and how high school 
graduation is here. All of us are very proud 
of all your accomplishments and know you 
will succeed in whatever you do. This is an 
exciting time in your life, ending one part of 
your education and beginning another path 
as well as discovering your life long career. 

Love, 

Mom, Dad, and Ken 







Congratulations Tiffany! 
You have grown into such 
a beautiful young lady. We 
love you very much and are 
so proud of you. You have a 
bright future ahead of you. 
We wish you the best of 
luck in everything! 
Love, 

Mom, Dad, Jessica & Danny 



Tm having fun living up my senior year with my best friend kelsey before we go our seperate ways.” -Melissa Miller, 12 
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Samantha, 

I am so proud of 
the person you 
have become and 
everything you 
have accomplished. 

Keep up your 
amazing and conta- 
gious spirit and always 
push yourself to be 
your best. I love you! 

Love, 

Mom 







Brianna, 

Wow, how time has 
flown and how excited 
we are to see you move 
from one journey to an- 
other. With high school 
behind you, the future is 
yours; embrace it. Own it 
and take care of it. 



We are so proud of you!! 


WE LOVE YOU VERY, 
VERY, MUCH!! 

Mom, Dad, Sister 






When you were bom, we had many hopes and dreams for you. There 
were ups and downs along the way, but as we watched you grow, you 
became so much more than we could have imagined. We are *so proud* 
of the smart, beautiful, independent person you’ve become and all you’ve 

accomplished. 

We still have hopes and dreams for you. Dreams of happiness, dreams of 
success and dreams of love. And we’re sure you’ll exceed our dreams, just 
as you’ve been doing all these years! 

Love you bunches and beaucoups!! 

Mom, Dad, Grammie, Grandee and Pap 

Courtney, 

You are the best thing to ever happen to 
me. I can’t wait to see where you go in life. 
Love, 

Dad 



“Enjoy the little bit that you can.” -Samantha Aguilar, 12 




All Grown Up 
My, how you have grown, 

Seems like yesterday you were just a babe. 
Now you have turned into a beautiful young lady. 

You have your whole life before you. 

In the years to come what will you do. 

I pray that all your dreams come true. 

You are dearly loved by the ones who love you. 
Just remember that God is always with you 
in everything you do. 


Love you- Dad, Mom, David and Abby 






Congratulations! We are 
so proud of you. Our 
little girl has grown into 
a beautiful young lady. 
You’ve made so many 
amazing accomplish- 
ments. We love you. 

Love, 

Mom, Dad & Lauren 


Nathan, 

It has been a long and difficult 
road. I know I have been there 
each and every step of the way. 
Son, you did it! And I am so very 
proud of all of your accomplish- 
ments. Your future is so very 
bright and you are so ready to 
get your hands dirty. 

I love you. 

Love, 

Ma 




SommiU 


Dear Kelsey, 

Your high school career 
was a record breaking 
one! We are very proud 
of all you have accom- 
plished. Good luck at 
Wayne State- we know 
you will love it there! 
Love, 

Mom & Dad 



“Enjoy your last year because it does not last long.” -Alysia Metsh, 12 
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Niki, 

Congratulations on your high 
school graduation! I couldn’t 
be more proud of you! As you 
close this chapter in your life 
and begin the next, I wish for 
you the very best there is, all 
the joys of life to come, and all 
the hopes and dreams you can 
imagine. 

Much love, 

Mom 





Congratulations 
on ail of your ac- 
complishments. We 
are so proud of the 
amazing young man 
you have become, determined, 
respectful, and compassionate. 
You have brought us so much 
joy and happiness. As you enter 
the next chapter of life, we wish 
you the best of luck, and know 
that we will always be there for 
you. We love you! 

Love, 

Mom, Dad, Kristen, Erica & 
Hunter 



“I hope college is better than high school.” -Tyler Yost. 12 





Rachel, our witty, beautiful, brilliant Bookworm! 

We are so proud of you and your accomplishments. 
Follow your dreams ~ follow your heart. Never stop 
learning and making people laugh. We know you will 
continue to do great things and we will be there for 
you all along the way ~ cheering you on! Shake the 
dust... Love you to the moon and back, Boo! 
Mom, Dad & Jake 


“High school can be pretty horrible at times, but it’s good moments that really matter.” -Rachel Garastik, 12 
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So many words come to mind when we think 
of you, Nate. You have always had the drive to 
accomplish everything put in front of you. You 
are a strong and dedicated young man. We are 
so proud and filled with excitement to see you 
graduate from high school and begin another 
chapter in your life. 

Your biggest fan, 

Momma, Father, brothers Casey, Josh and Owen 
We love you more than anything! 


Amanda, 

Congratulations! We 
* * are so P rou d of you 



and all that you 
have accomplished. 
Good luck on the next 
chapter in life. 
Love, 

Mom & Dad 


Emilee, 

It's hard to believe that you are graduat- 
ing. We have enjoyed watching how 
much fun you have made your high 
school years. Watching you in Panther- 
ettes and softball through the years has 
been great! Your easy-going, positive 
personality makes you such a joy to be 
around. We are very proud of you and 
know that you will continue to achieve 
great things as you begin this new chap- 
ter of your life. Congratulations and we 
love you. 

Mom, Dad, and sisters 






Sarah, 

It is so hard to beheve that you are graduating al- 
ready! It has been a privilege to watch you grow 
from a beautiful, smiling baby to the incredible, 
kind and poised young adult you are today. We are 
so proud of you! You are going to do great things, 

love you! 
Mom, Dad, 
Mike, Austin 
and Anna 
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“Work hard at school, but make time for friends.” -Amanda Falcon, 12 
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From the very moment you came into our lives, we 
knew we had been given someone special. We have 
watched with wonder and awe as you have grown 
from a child, which you will always be to us, into a 
most amazing woman. Your ability to continually rise 
above any and all challenges proves to us that your 
future will be filled with continued success. There is 
no limit to what you can and will accomplish as you 
move forward and up in life. We want you to know 
that we are so incredibly proud of you and all of your 
accomphshments and that we love you more than 
any words can express. 

Love, 

Mom, Dad, Mamaw and Papaw 





“Years go by so fast, but memories are always collected.” -Marisa Murekio, 12 189 




brnmi, 


feung woman, my daughter, 
my joy and my h eart, 

You taught me love unconditional 

feffl first iUOIJJfUU in tny MM Hi. 
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that 1 held your little hand, 
as you started kindergarten 
and made new friends, 
And now today 
a new chapter of life begins, 
as high school years 
comes to an end. 


The world sees the young woman 
you have grown to be, 

With her charm and her smile, 
and own personality. 


h.n behind &at young woman, 

I will always see, 

My beautiful daughter, 
my child, my baby, 


hove, 

Mom 



lO^J \k,tumu> t, uc hut ui&uk>uw ,U> U„i Hmtitt Mi l tnuutr, 12 







We are so very proud of 
you. May today’s success 
be the beginning of to- 


morrow’s achievements. 
Congratulations. Wishing 
you the best of luck in 
college! 

Love, 

Mom, Dad & Jason 



vloe 
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Joe, 
We are 

so very proud of you. 

You have accom- 
plished so much in 
your four years at GHS. We have en- 
joyed every minute of watching you 
play soccer, hearing your music, and 
seeing you advance in your studies. 

Congratulations, and good -luck in 
college. 

Love, 

Mom and Dad 



Congratulations on 
your graduation. 
You have made me 
proud everyday and 
you continue to 
do so. It has been 
a pleasure to raise 
you. I love you 
all the way to the 
moon and back. 

Love you, 
Mom 


^ Class 
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From: 

¥ 

Rick Greenberg’s 
State Farm Office 



State Farm 


Wolskl's Auto Repair 

9749 Spring St. 

Highland, Indiana 46322 
www .WolskisAuloRepair.com 
Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

Drive Train • Steenng • Brakes • Heating & Cooling • Tune-up 
Engine Repair & Replacement • Electrical • Air Conditioning 
Suspension • Emission Repair & Engine Performance 
BILL WOLSKI Phone (219) 922-1886 




“Don’t slack off because senior year will be over before you know it” -Joe Vaclavik, 12 







f Sport Shops Inc. 


“Since 1952” 
138 N. Broad 


Griffith, IN 46319 
(219) 924-4403 




Cedar Lake West 
9917 W 133 rd Ave 
(219) 374-5888 
Congrats Class of 2012 




PHONE 924-5450 

* TRY OPR FAMILY DIMING ROOM 1H BACK ★ 


% 


HOURS Delivery Available 

TUES., WED., THURS., SUNDAY 4:00 p.m. - 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY 4:00 p.m. - 
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“I was once sold for $15.” -Nick Brummet, 12 





Flowers and Arrangements for all occasions 


1076 Joliet St. 
Dyer, IN 46311 


(219) 865-1755 

Fax (219) 865-2896 


Q OMEGA STEEL 

AND CONTRACTOR SUPPLY 


1640 E. Main St. Phone (219) 934-8500 

Griffith, IN 46319 Fax (219) 934-8521 

■ -«P l - 


salon delux 

717a main street 
Schererville, in 46375 
219.322.3052 
219.322.7452 


Griffith 7-lVs 
45th and Cline 

45th and Broad 
Open 24 Hours ! 



American Natural Resources Inc. 

Full Service Taxidermy 
Fine Antler & Rustic Furniture 

Master Taxidermist 

EDWARD LEEP SR. • EDWARD LEEP JR. 
219-922-6444 
Fax 219-922-6642 
www.americannaturalresources.com 
Email - ed@americannaturalresources.com 



Mon.-Fri. 9:30 am-6:00 pm 
Sat. 10:00 am-5.00 pm 


120 N. Broad Street 
Griffith, Indiana 46319 


Focus on your future. 




From your friends 
Phil and Joyce 


i 4 


Qredt j-|orrzons^ q- 

erra I Credit U nion^ 


Office Hours- 

Mon.-Wed.-Fri. 

11AM-5PM 


608 -165th Street 
Hammond, IN 46324 

Phone (219) 853-632 2 
Fax (219) 853-6459 
www.greathorizonsfcu.org 



93 1 Ridge Road 

Hours by Appointment Suite C 

(2 19) 836*2226 Munster, in 46321 


"Always go for the sales in products you want.” -Celeseine Keys, 10 
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STATE FARM INSURANCE COMPANIES 
HOME OFFICES: BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 


TOM JEROME 

Agent 

BRIAN JEROME 

Office Manager 


821 W. Glen Park Avenue (45th Street) 

Suite B Off.: (21 9) 924-1 1 99 

Griffith, IN 4631 9-2027 Fax: (21 9) 924-2469 


194 “When buying things, if I want it, I get iL’ -Aaron Brown, 9 




MUSIC 




earn up to 

one free year 

of college tuition 


With First Midwest Tuition Rewards, you can make the 
dream of a college education real Eam up to the cost ot one 
full year ot your child's private college tuition . . . simpty (or 
taking care ot your everyday hanking needs 

Ask tor your tree intormation kit today. 



Visit us in 
Griffith 

915 W. Glen Park Ave 
219.924.4183 


First Midwest Bank 

firstmidwest.com/tuitionrewards • 800.332.3623 


Member FDIC 


(2 


TOPPS TRANSMISSION 

Complete Auto Repair 

Established 19 8 5 
For Your Convenience We Now 
Provide Full Service & Repairs For 
Your Vehicles 

www.toppstransmission.com 
Broad St Griffith 219 - 922-1055 


IcCfea 

t 

SCOREBOARE 

) 


Rwtaunwtl & Spout* Ba* 

U BANQUET FACILITIES A 

■ * Your Hosts: Jeff & Scott Bridges ^ 

L 121 N. Griffith Blvd. 

Griffith, IN 4631 9 

924-2206 



“Spend your money wisely.” -SaToria Moran, 10 
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“I like buying concert tickets." -Katie Ray, 11 





sports Performance 


--er 


pre-season 

mid-season 
post season... 

BE YOUR BEST 


The sports performance & functional If C 1 1 C I j\ 
training division of Fuel Fitness. *- ■*/ / 

Custom programs 

and coaches available to 

individual athletes or teams 


I www.igriitenwi.com 219.595.0088 



Dittrich’s Auto 
Clinic, Inc. 

Keith Dittrich 
Owner 


1 35 West Main Street 
Griffith, IN 46319 
Phone (219) 924-0035 


“Hit up the clearance rack.” -Miles Collins, 11 197 
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Congratulations Jianni!! 

We hope your dreams take you... 
to the highest of your hopes, 
to the windows of your opportunities, 
and to the most special places your 
heart has ever known. 


We are so VERY proud of your accomplishments 
and support you in pursuing your goals. 
With all our love, 

Mom & Dad 
Grandma & Grandpa 
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“Work harder in your first three years so you can relax and have fun your senior year.” -Jianni Rivera, 12 





Congratulations Brianna 

From a very early age, you have 
shown a very wonderful 
personality, shown great 
character and 
accomplished much. 

With self-confidence, 
continue on this path to your 
life’s dreams. 


Love, 

Your Grandparents, Bias 



/4u4tt* 

Thank you for all of the 
wonderful memories! It 
has been such a privilege 
to watch you grow up to 
become an incredible 
person. We are so proud 
of you and all that you 
have accomplished. We 
know you will succeed in 
whatever you do in life. 
We love you so much and 
are always there for you! 
Love, 

Mom, Doug, Brady, and 
Peanutbutter 





Shae Marie, 

You are a beautiful, kind, smart 
and strong young lady. May all 
your dreams come true. Aim 
high cause everything is possi- 
ble. Take every moment one at 
a time. And always remember 
“Everything always works out.” 
Love you forever and ever. 
‘Tour family” 


“Live it up and have the best experiences you can because everything changes after high school.” -Austin Foster, 12 199 






Troy you have come so far, accomplished so 
much yet you have a new and more promising 
horizon before you. You set goals and reached 
them, culminating in a trip to the state meet in 
the 300 IM Hurdles. Watching you play foot= 
ball and run track over these past four years 
has been a great source of pride a nd i oV|for 
Jesse, Colin, your mom and me . fTmv^aK w ay. s . 
remember to keep your positive 
work ethic. Build on your successlfmjj^^^l 
and you will go far. 

Love Mom, Dad, Jesse and Colin 


— 




Griffith 
Pnn Warner 


HiC 


f ■ 


200 “High school has been an experience that I will not forget.” -John Morikis, 12 
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Adams, Christian 19, 79, 154, 

163 

Adams, Faith 52, 118, 164 
Adams, Jonathan 53, 78, 84, 164 
Adams, Samantha 57, 102, 124, 
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Carpenter, Rebecca 78, 164 
Cartagena, Julian 89, 145 
Carter, Alyssa 118,119 134,139 
Carter, Anthony 21, 79, 145, 146 
Carter, Brianna 78, 102, 103, 164, 
167 

Carter, Manon 80, 81, 114, 115, 
145, 146 

Cartwright, Margaret 55, 83, 110, 
111, 134, 140 

Casares, Alicia 79, 164, 165 
Castellanos, Yadira 81, 82, 86, 

94, 155 

Castillo, Sarah 15 
Cavazos, Josh 66 
Cavazos, Sarah 164 
Caye, Ambergris 174 
Chalifbux, Joshua 37 
Chan, Hoi 174 
Chapa, Sydney 155 
Chavez, Andres 155,156 
Chavez, Jacquelyn 20, 155 
Cheek, Robert 79, 146 
Cherry, Gabriel 146 
Chiaro, Melissa 85, 118, 119, 164 
Christenberry, Austin 164 
Christenson, Caitlin 94, 95, 146 
Cimmino, Daniele 163 
Cisneros, Miryea 27, 34, 35, 78, 
79, 80, 81, 146 

Clark, Ailey 41,80,81,85,146, 
151 

Clark, Sarah 18,30,41,46,73, 

78, 80, 82, 106, 107, 132, 134 
Clavaso, Sarah 78 
Clay, Ed 25, 96, 97, 104, 122, 136 
Basketball 10,11,12 Baseball 
10 Cross Country 12 
Coccaro, Michael 155 
Cole, Brandon 134 
Coleman, Cakirra 146 
Collins, Miles 146, 197 
Colomes, Matthew 24, 104, 155 
Commings, Ametia 71, 85, 155 
Cooper, Dazanae 164 
Cordova, Armando 146 
Corona, Alexys 155, 156 
Come Brian 146 
Cox, Corianne 155 
Cox, Rhiannon 124, 125, 133, 
134 

Craig-Garland, Khali 155 
Creech, Evelyn 146, 151 
Crespo, Antonio 155,158 
Crozier, Brittany 78, 80, 164 
Csonka Matthew 20, 57, 101, 

155 

Cullen, Ellison 78,81,82,109, 

134, 208 

Cunningham, Jody 46, 78, 79, 
155, 159, 162 


High school was a great experience, but I’m ready to start a new charter in my 
life.” -Jazmine Shaw, 12 





9 do tooth 
tlttd melt 
heazti . 'low 

"Dutte&tt, 11 

Dabney, Lisa 54, 78, 164 
DalSanto, Mia 46, 80, 146 
Dalton, Joseph 122, 155 
Danielewicz, Reanna 164 
Damell-Mendezjanna 26,78, 
164, 165, 167 
Darrough, Aisha 139 
Cheerleading 9,10 Booster 
club 9,10,11 class council 
10,11 Disability Awareness 
Career Fair Group 12 
Darrough, Michael 116, 164, 168, 
173 

Davidson, Cody 85 
Davidson, James 122 
Davies, Julia 164 
Davila, Jose 146 
Davis, Bobbi 79, 82, 85, 155 
DeBerry, Anita 164 
Deberry, Darreyl 155 
Degand, Levi 155, 157 
Del Val, Ezekiel 27, 79, 124, 155 
Delgado, Alyssa 33, 78, 85, 134 
Delpino, Michael 31, 89, 108, 
109, 155, 158, 163 
Dennison, Jacob 79, 146, 147 
Denny, Logan 35, 79, 112, 113, 
155, 157 

DeRoff Jenna 79,91,155 
Diallo, Aminata 146 
Diamond, Zach 71, 164, 170 
Diaz, Alexander 26, 79, 146 
Dickey, Brandon 155 
Dillon, Jordan 31, 164 
Dillon, Morgan 30, 78, 85, 109, 
137 

DiSanto, Stephanie 146 
Dittrich, Daniel 155 
Dittrich, Nicole 134 
Dodson, Sarah 26, 41, 78, 80, 
109, 124, 164 

Domanski, Benjamin 135 
Douglas, Ashley 78, 79, 85, 164, 
172 

Douglas, Michael 164 
Douglas, Tyler 155 
Downs, Sean 62, 79, 146, 153 
Dozier, Jada 156 
Dragutinovic, Vid 112,113,156, 
161 

Drozd, Alyssa 164, 165, 168 
Drozd, Kristen 124, 156 
Drummond, Kailie 96, 146 
Dudley, Jasmyne 164 
Duhoa Alice 26,37,51,58,62, 
70, 72, 78, 80, 132, 135 
Duhoa Andy 18, 34, 79, 80, 
122, 146, 147, 206 


Duhon, Emily 20, 79, 82, 95, 

156 

Dunagan, Cory 146, 152 
Dunagan, Taylor 78, 106, 124, 
164, 171 

Duncaa Thomas 146 
Dunlap, Ryan 89, 116, 156 
Dunlap, Tyler 156 
Duna Christen 71, 79, 83, 85, 
166 

Duvnjak, Juliana 14, 18, 35, 60, 

78, 79, 80, 95, 146, 150 
Duvnjak, Noah 14, 93, 166 
Dye, Kimberly 53, 146 
Dyer, Brandon 79, 104, 156 

*7 {/eel a ieaie 
0 ^ iecuzittf 
co/tea *7 
the hoothall daeh to 
2aaztezdach. /fuititt 
‘Ezotott decauie *7 httoto 
it i itt (food hattdi, Mid 

(^hattce Sdtoaxdi. 10 

Eatman, Kylah 50, 78, 82, 108, 
109, 135, 138 

Edwards, Chance 89, 156 
Edwards, Kaidyn 166 
Ellis, Tyneah 166 
Esquivel, Ricardo 156 
EsteU, Jamesha 33, 135 

Awe it aft. it 
only Iditi oaee. 

Mid oaten 

'plewittf. 9 

Falcoa Amanda 135, 188 
Falkner, Danielle 57, 85, 124, 

166 

Fassoth, Cedric 116, 117 
Fassoth, Shi 25, 26, 33, 37, 51, 78, 
95, 114, 135, 139 
Fassoth, Zane 79, 93, 156 
Felde, Andrew 79, 156, 162 
Felde, Cole 28, 30, 37, 74, 78, 
135, 143 

Feltoa Patricia 78, 165, 166 
FeneU, Todd 89,155,156 
Ficht, Arm 34,98,99,146 
Figueroa, Andrew 89, 146 
Fisch, Sara 18, 72, 78, 106, 107, 
156 

Fitzgerald, Edward 37, 42, 43, 

79, 80, 82, 83, 96, 135, 138 
Fleishman, Robert 30, 37, 45, 
53, 86, 104, 105, 135, 138, 141 
Fleming, Hunter 83, 166 
Flores, Cecilia 156 

Fogarty, Rachelle 32, 84, 135 
Foster, Austin 28, 34, 37, 78, 88, 
89, 135, 139, 199 
Fowle, Alex 166 


Fowler, Alec 93, 166 

Fowler, Andrew 55, 80, 84, 146, 

148 

Freeman, Gwen 27 
Frye, Kyair 138 
Fuller, Samantha 44, 156 
Fullilove, Geoffrey 166 

Seittf itt dattd totu 
auteiottte thii year. 
Mid IJeae (fatei. 9 


Gaines, Daivonte 166 
Galambos, Sarah 18, 32, 79, 80, 
124, 125, 146, 174 
Gale, Brandon 45, 79, 104, 146 
Gallina, Shawn 21, 33, 37, 135 
Gamino, Guadelupe 156 
Gannon, Shelby 82, 114, 156 
Garastik, Rachel 51, 60, 68, 78, 
80, 82, 83, 85, 135, 138, 187 
Garcia, Alexander 78, 166, 208 
Garcia, Brandon 20, 156, 157 
Garcia, Megan 78, 79, 85, 114, 

115. 156 

Gardner, Kaidynd 124, 146 
Gary, Ashlan 146 
Garza, Selena 156 
Gates, Jesse 78, 112, 166 
Gates, Olivia 20, 79, 135 
Gates, Sarah 23, 37, 73, 78, 83, 

85. 124. 156 

Gatlin, Sara 14, 78, 165, 166 
Gautreauxjillian 135 
Gaydos, Jimmy 137 
Gearhart, Blaire 60, 79, 80, 83, 
85, 146 

Geary, Meghan 78, 165, 166 
Gebo, Alyssa 63, 86, 102, 146 
Gee, Madeline 156 
Genovese, Angela 156 
George, Dejah 166 
Gerber, Brandi 95, 156, 159 
Gillam, Robert 156 
Glass, Lucas 83, 111, 137 
Glass, Maegan 23, 75, 79, 85, 
114, 146 

Golub, Joseph 79, 88, 89, 146, 
148 

Gong Becky 166, 170 
Gonzales, Chelsea 166 
Gonzales, Lauren 146, 152 
Gonzales, Monica 79, 157, 161 
Gonzales, Sydney 114, 157 
Gonzalez, Adriana 34, 137 
Gonzalez, Carlos 66, 67, 78, 79, 
154, 156, 157 

Gonzalez, Cecilia 81, 118, 157 
Gonzalez, Jordan 14,51,89,92, 
93, 146, 150 

Gonzalez, Ramon 79, 157 
Gonzalez, Sergio 56, 93, 112, 






157 

Gora, Kyle 137 
Gordon, Kyle 79, 157, 159 
Graan, Ryan 26, 37, 137, 206 
Grabos, Abagail 80, 81 
Greenlaw, Kalissa 23, 37, 80 
Gregor, Catie 78, 85, 166 
Grin, Taryn 56,102,157,160 
Grin, Zachary 14, 18, 50, 61, 89, 
146 

Gross, Michelle 85, 157 
Grumbles, Kassidy 78, 85, 166 
Grumbles, Krisri 166 
Guistolisi, Sarah 37, 42, 43, 57, 
78, 80, 81, 82, 106, 107, 137, 138, 
139, 181, 206, 207, 208 
Gulbransen, Leif 166 
Gutierrez, Irene 45, 85, 146 
Gutierrez, Savannah 108, 109, 
124, 166 

Gutierrez, Sierra 29, 50, 73, 78, 

80, 85, 146, 150 

Guzior, Connor 116, 117, 166 


"9 tte tteoen 

f i deett atone excited 
hot iutHttten 

thatt 9 atM thii tfeax iehool 
dtaffed on too loaf. Mid 

SanaA ‘Saldoa. 9 


Haddad, Jawhara 157 
Haddad, Vivian 80, 146 
Haizlip, Nathan 166 
Hall, Michael 148 
Hamilton, Codi 166 
Hamm, Olivia 157 
Hampton, De’Andre 148 
Haney, Brooke 157 
Hannsberry, DeAndre 148 
Hansen, Stacie 42, 43, 51, 72, 78, 
80, 82, 85, 91, 137, 139, 174, 207 
Hardy, Clarissa 80, 137 
Hargis, Courtney 83, 111, 137 
Harpst, Stephanie 157 
Harris, Justin 89, 116, 148 
Harrison, Mathew 166, 168 
Hart, Reba 78, 165, 166 
Harwell Whitney 135, 137 
Hassan, Al-Monteser 93, 148 
Hawkins, Shannon 157 
Hayes, Kodie 83,100,101 
Helfen, Jenny 166 
Henderson, Riley 78, 136, 137 
Henry, Marquise 56, 154, 157 
Henson, Adam 116,117,166 
Hermosillo, Mercedes 54, 79, 
148 

Hernandez, Josiah 117, 166 
Hernandez, Lauren 14, 28, 79, 
95, 157, 162 

Hernandez, Prescilla 148, 149 
Hernandez, Robert 104, 166, 


202 “My senior year was the easiest and best year I’ve had at Griffith,” said Tyler Morrison,12 


170 

Herrera Justin 116 
Herron, Emily 55, 78, 166 
Hicks, Jay 147, 148 
Hicks, Jessica 148, 150 
Higgins, David 116, 148 
Hilbrich, Sydney 20, 72, 78, 79, 

82, 85, 106, 157 

Hill Daizja S3, 53, 148 
Hilliard, Rhiannon 137 
Hinkle, Raleigh 137 
Hogue, Logan 157 
Holley, Amber 62, 70, 78, 166 
Holt, Alexander 148 
Horn, Samantha 166 
Hoover, Adam 19, 28, 78, 116, 
117, 166 

Hoover, Donny 15, 27, 28, 33, 

83, 137 

Horton, Tina 44, 137 
Hosein, Kristianna 148 
Houser, Breana 85, 95, 166 
Howard, Jayson 96, 116, 117, 148 
Hudiczius, George 157 
Huff Breona 137 


"%iyh School 
/ tunned out to Ce a 
Cot di^enent than 
*7 thought it would Cut *7 
had a Cfood yean. Mid 
/Iowan, Oom, 9 


Ingbretson, Shelby 111, 157 
Issa, Anwar 28, 75, 116, 117, 166 
Issa, Nejma 166 
Issa, Sondos 148 


g / "Keefe ou 
V L dneaminy lihe 

m a Cooo. Mid 

"Danieu tyouee. 11 


Jacinto, Joey 116 
Jackson, Alero 166 
Jackson, Jakkar 158 
Jackson, Michael 158 
Jaimez, Banesa 166 
James, Angel 114, 128, 148 
James, Katie 114, 168 
Jancosek, David 166 
Jancosek, Natalie 148 
Jarrells, William 104, 166 
Jemison, Cornelius 27, 79, 122, 
158 

Jenkins, Kindall 78 
Jenkins, Tyrus 22, 44, 158 
Jimenez, Isaiah 93, 158 
Johanson, Deanna 72, 78, 79, 
80, 158, 161 

Johns, Jackie 54, 60, 68, 79, 80, 
83, 85, 148 
Johnson, Alexis 168 
Johnson, Erick 104, 105, 155, 


158 

Johnson, Kila 158 
Johnson, Marcus 168 
Johnson, Nick 78, 79, 165, 168 
Johnson, Samantha 110, 111, 118, 
168 

Jones, Airrick 158 

Jones, Byron 78, 158, 161 

Jones, Cecily 57, 85, 158 

Jones, Darien 148 

Jones, Kanesha 83 

Jones, Taylor 118, 119, 168 

Josephson, Corey 83 

Joyce, Sara 20, 78, 79, 81, 82, 85, 

106, 107, 158 

Jung, Cameron 79, 158 


otade a, 
lot o ^ yneat 
memories theoe 
£oun yeano. Cut i 
am Cflad to move ou and 


itant college. Mid "Hiell 
Kudy&a 


Karwatka, Kathy 106, 136 

Pantherettes 12 Booster Club 
12 

Kauchak, Matthew 148 
Kazmer, Rachael 148, 150 
Kealey, Brittany 23, 46, 168 
Kegebein, Cameron 89, 158 
Kent, Madison 56, 158 
Kent, Michael 50, 66, 69, 78, 79, 
83, 137 

Kepchar, Alexander 78, 122, 168 
Kepchar, Joel 15, 42, 43, 72, 78, 
79, 80, 82, 96, 97, 122, 137, 138, 
206 

Kessey.Jack 148, 149 
Keys, Celestine 102, 114, 158, 

193 

Kik, Abigail 61,85,158,160 
Kime, Joshua 55, 71, 79, 80, 83, 
158 

King, Aliah 102 
Kimes, De’Andrea 148 
Kitzmiller, Matt 44,79,148 
Koble, Kyle 158 
Koen, David 116, 149 
Koliboski, Sarah 56, 111, 158 
Kong, Derrick 149 
Kong, Ryan 168 
Kozy, Rhiannon 124, 168 
Krajnak, Ally 19,55,91,158 
Kras, Elizabeth 12,42,43,80, 

83, 85, 111, 134, 137 
Krespo, Eva 168 
Kroslack, Ciarra 33, 79, 80, 81, 
82, 84, 90, 91, 149, 153 
Kudyba, Nicholas 86, 92, 93, 

137 

Kudyba, Thomas 34, 79, 92, 93, 
112, 113, 149 


Kuiper, Amanda 149 

Kuna Sarah 85, 96, 114, 115, 149, 

152 

Kunka Shannon 18, 80, 82, 83, 
114, 149 

Kurpela Lisa 81, 138, 183 
Kuzmanoff Emily 31, 50, 79, 80, 
89, 147, 148, 149, 152 


"%iyh oehool 
ia yoiny Cy jo 
frut. it will Ce 
oven Ce^one 0 hnow it. 
Mid Katie JlcEtuu. 10 


Labicka Cody 168, 173 
LaBuda, Kayla 67, 78, 79, 84, 85, 
168 

Lambert, Dylan 149 
Land, Edward 168 
Lanfear, Jenny 31, 47, 78, 82, 109, 
138, 140 

Lannin, Kelly 41,68,80,85,138 
Lanting, Annika 114, 168 
Lastagarkov, Kalie 26, 35, 75, 78, 
95, 114, 115, 138 
Laviolette, Courtney 54, 158 
Laviolette, Kennedy 158 
Le, Melissa 114, 115 
Lear, Nicole 158 
LeBruraKati 85,114,158 
Lee, Lorenzo 168 
Lejeune, Cody 140 
FCCLA 9,10,11,12, SADD 10,11 
Lemus, Cali 13,41,84,85,111, 
138, 182 

Leon, Andrea 70, 78, 79, 158 
Leslie, James 24,27 
Leslie, Jessica 78,97,102, 114, 
168 

Lesniewski, Dana 78, 108, 109, 
131, 158 

Lesniewski, Megan 32, 78, 82, 
85, 138 

Lesniewski, Michelle 42, 43, 78, 
80, 82, 91, 138, 139, 143, 207 
Lewis, Caitlin 78, 80, 168 
Lewis, Marica 149 
Lewis, Mia 78 

Lewis, Rodney 79, 104, 154, 158 
Lidster, Sydney 18, 79, 83, 149 
Linders, Emily 149 
Lipscomb, Simmone 158 
Lipski, Tyler 20, 31, 89, 108, 109, 
158 

Lisle, Katelyn 83,84,149,153 
Litke, Garrett 37, 45, 74, 78, 86, 
100, 101, 104, 138 
Iitde, Abigial 25, 79, 80, 147, 

148, 149, 174 

London, Andrew 158 

Long, Jordan 35, 80, 81, 101, 112, 


113, 149, 208 
Long, Nickolas 93,158 
Loomis, Jacob 57, 120, 149 
Lopez, Kassandra 118, 145, 150 
Lopez, Marissa 168 
Losiniedd, Taylor 150 
Louie, Taylor 32, 35, 89, 150, 
153 

Lounges, Dylan 83, 168 
Louviere, Tori 56, 82, 138 
Lowe, Amber 118, 119 
Lowe, Jared 55, 73, 82, 85, 111, 
122, 158 

Lujen, Jocelyn 168 
Lunsford, Kelsie 21, 53, 68, 150 
Lunsford, Michael 104, 169 
Lynch, Madison 169 


""Don't let 

' V anything yet iu 
the way otf yean 
dteamo. Mid "%aley 
"MauhaU. 12 


Madrigal, Jonathan 13, 158 
Maglish, Brooke 69, 78, 80, 82, 
85, 106, 107, 158 

Malerich, Avery 37, 47, 58, 71, 73, 
138, 139 

Malone, Robert 169 
Malone, Steven 37, 50, 78, 80, 

84, 139 

Mang, Kaidynn 61, 78, 80, 169 
Manning, Kamille 78, 79, 109, 
158 

Manning, Kyla 78, 79, 109, 160 
Mansour, Laith 169 
Mares, Victoria 78, 79, 91, 114, 
116, 160 

Marquez, Steven 12, 51, 80, 84, 
88, 150 

Marshall Haley 25,78,85,139, 
191 

Martin, Brandon 150 
Martin, Natasha 139 
Martin, Terra 52, 78, 80, 169, 172 
Martinez, Aaron 46, 144 
Martinez, Jacqueline 144, 150 
Martinez, Leslie 25, 139 
Martinez, Louie 89,116,117, 

160, 162 

Martinez, Melissa 78, 80, 81, 91, 
149, 150 

Martinez, Sandra 169 
Martoccio, Ernilie 78, 80, 108, 
109, 169, 172 

Masters, Evan 78, 116, 117, 169, 
173 

Matson, Emily 22, 74, 78, 169 
Maywald, Sara 98, 160 
Mazur, Nicholas 139 
Mazzone, Jessie 91, 155, 160 
McCabe, Connor 79, 89, 116, 


“Taylor Louie is my inspiration,” said Luke Smith, 10 203 


160 

McCarthy, Julie 160 
McCoy, Thomas 140 
McDaniel, Tiffany 79, ISO 
McGivney, Sarah 150 
Mclnemey, Cindy 51, 84, 86, 95, 

150 

McLaurin, Tyrell 104 
McLemore, Brittni 30, 46, 51, 78, 79, 
80, 84, 85, 98, 114, 132, 139, 190 
McNeiley, Samantha 169 
McNeill Nathan 89,139 
McReynolds, Daisy 169 
Meece, Allison 41,114,115,150 
Megquier, Robert 33, 37, 56, 78, 89, 
122, 139, 177 

Melchor, Alyssa 32, 78, 80, 81, 85, 
150, 208 

Mendoza, Alexander 79, 128, 140 
Mendoza, Krystal 95, 150 
Metsch, Alysia 19, 20, 61, 139, 185 
Metsch, Dillon 139 
Metz, Aaron 116, 160 
Meyer, Kaidyn 85, 118, 119, 160 
Mihaldk, Marris 57, 81, 141 
Miller, Hannah 90,91,169,170 
Miller, Matthew 78,116,117,169 
Miller, Melissa 19. 37, 78, 91, 141, 

183 

Minton, Alexandra 85 
Minton, Christina 85 
Miranda, Carlos 144, 150 
Miranda David 160 
Mitchell Malik 160 
Mitcheltree, Emily 79, 150 
Mohol Antonio 52, 169 
Monko, Samantha 111,160 
Moore, Brian 169 
Moore, Danielle 124, 169 
Moore, Destiny 31, 69, 78, 79, 82, 

85, 109, 124, 160 

Moore, Quincy 37, 78, 89 

Moore, Shakyra 160 

Morales, Amelia 26, 62, 78, 132, 141 

Morales Jackie 150 

Morales, Jodi 63, 150 

Moran, SaToria 195 

Morgan, Aisha 78, 79 

Morikis, Elizabeth 28, 78, 108, 109, 

169, 171 

Morikis, John 28,138,141 
Morrison, Emily 78, 95, 165, 169, 
171 

Morrison, Tyler 36, 141 
Morton, Blair 78,167,168,169,172 
Moseley, Alec 22, 83, 159, 160 
Mosley, Laurrell 78 
Mosley, Lawrence 104 
Mosqueda Nicholas 117, 169 
Mozham, Bridgette 169 
Muffett, Abigail 57,79,150 
Mull, Jordan 47, 78, 169, 170 
Muller, Courtney 160 
Muller, Zach 14, 116, 117, 139, 141, 
142, 143, 182 
Muniz, Christian 169 
Mureiko, Marisa 84, 141, 189 
Murphy, Amber 80, 150 
Myers, Ross 26, 27, 61, 69, 79, 100, 
101, 111, 150 


0 xeccioed 
rutf tennie lettex 
and it wade 
we heel accomfiliohed 0 
alio xeceicted the awaxd 
h<yi wool iwfixooed on 
w<f team, iaid @hloe 
Tioxton. 11 

Nagel, Brianna 141 
Navarro, Eric 52, 140 
Nelleman, Mark 37, 141 
Nelson, Brianna 46, 102, 141 
Nelson, Preston 79, 89, 117, 148 
New, Dyonna 170 
Nieves, Sirena 160 
Niewiadomska Alyssa 41, 78, 79, 80, 
84, 132, 141 

Nolan, Allison 63, 69, 79, 82, 83, 

84. 150 

Nolan, Scott 66 
Noojin, Ashley 25, 138, 141 
Nonick, Lindsay 150 
Norsweather, Kenneth 36 
Norton, Chloe 118, 150 
Nowak, Jerry 138, 141 
Nunez, Angel 18, 56, 88, 89, 150, 
151 

Nunez, Ryan 78, 170 

THy tofihowoxe 
qeax woe cxajq to 
iatf the leact. *1 
had towe towe (food and 
had timcc thio yeax. All 
in all. it wao enjoyable. 

7 xiatin Olien. 10 

O’Brien, Agnes 141 
O’Brien, Andrew 34, 141 
O’Brien, Christopher 151 
Obermeyer, Paige 54, 78, 85, 98, 

99, 160 

Oliver, Chloe 37,39,133,141 
Olsen, Tristin 81, 89, 160, 162 
Oros, Kade 151, 160 
Orzelsld, Timothy 161 
Osborn, Lindsey 148, 151 
Owczarzakjanelle 35,78,80,81, 

95. 151 

Owens, Kamora 151 

~7hie yeax 0 went 
to my {put dance. 

' 7uxna&out . 0 had 
an awetowe time ieeiny all my 
wao on tnxnabont count which 
0 didn t exftect at all. 7ylex 
T^alinca. 10 


Page, Alexandra 151 
Page, Alicia 157, 161 
Page, Kristin 78, 170 
Palinca, Tyler 20,81,89,161 
Palmer, Kadejah 151 





Paprocld, Steven 96, 97, 122, 160, 

161 

Paris, Ashlyn 80, 81, 151 

Parish, Benjamin 46, 89, 104, 105, 

151 

Pascoe, Collin 170 
Felot, Andrew 34, 112, 161 
Pena, Austin 156, 158, 161, 162 
Pena, Tyler 79,89,151 
Peoples, Amber 80, 170 
Perez, Daniel 93,116,117,170 
Perez, Jose 116, 161 
Perez, Rebecca 18, 46, 78, 106, 107, 
161 

Phillips, Markee 161 
Pierce, Elijah 78, 84, 164, 170 
Pietsch, Lesley 12, 18,83, 141 
Pinkham, Ashley 78, 81, 85, 151 
Pirtle, Chris 22,151 
Plawecld, Mark 79, 93, 120, 121, 161 
Plebansld, Madison 18, 170 
Plesek, Thomas 116,117,120,170 
Plude, Ean 19 

Fospychala, Brooke 35, 78, 79, 80, 81, 
82, 95, 151 

Potacki, Matthew 54, 93, 170 
Pbwell Flint 15, 104, 105, 159, 161 
Price, Doug 112,114 

"Aicfh School 
io lihe a box oh 
chocolate, tfou neoex 
hnow what yon xe 
CfOtnc/ to yet. caid /Roeie 
2nintanilla. 11 



Quintanilla, Rodolfo 112, 
Quintanilla, Rosie 53, 80, 81, 94, 

95, 151 


Rivera, Joey 79, 88, 89, 147, 151 
Rix, Keagan 151 
Roberson, Deshon 161 
Roberts, Katelyn 85, 111, 141 
Roberts, Rebecca 159, 161 
Robertson, Alyssa 81, 96, 141 
Robertson, Brianne 69, 78, 80, 85, 
106, 107, 170 

Robertson, Miranda 78, 170 
Robertson, Tristan 78, 166, 170 
Robinson, Skye 161 
Rodgers, Damesha 147 
Rodgers, Kionn 161 
Rodriguez, Alex 79, 122, 161 
Rodriguez, Cesar 45, 93, 170 
Rodriguez, Jessie 170 
Roe, Forrest 151 
Rogers, Damesha 148 
Roldan, Lisette 78, 79, 90, 91, 102, 
161 

Root, Cassandra 91, 114, 154, 161 
Root, Catena 141 
Rotermund, Lauren 78, 170 
Rothchild, Andrew 45, 92, 93, 151 
Rothchild, Gregory 60, 80, 82, 142, 
178 

Rush, Eric 62, 93, 158, 161 
Russell Amy 14, 42, 43, 80, 82, 94, 
95, 138, 142 

Russell Benjamin 78, 93, 164, 170, 
172 

Rutherford, Caroline 170 
Ryan, Hope 142 


S 


7Ve wexe 
meant hox 
iomethiny much 
yxeatex than thic woxld. 
caid Qacob Schnoox. 12 


Ti/oxhiny had 
ftatfO ohh. to 
do yonx beet in 
evexythiny yon fiat yonx 
wind to. oaid /Hex 
TR odxiynej . 10 

Ramirez, Andrea 170 

Ramirez, Marissa 161 

Ramirez, Steven 83, 141 

Rangel Gilberto 170 

Rapka, Nikki 141 

Raidin, Cassandra 161 

Rasberry, Morgan 170 

Ratliff Deondra 78, 170 

Ray, Josh 112,170 

Ray, Kaitlin 148, 151, 196 

Reitz, Ben 21,37,79,141 

Reitz, Billie 14,37,53,141 

Reitz, Nathaniel 14, 89, 116, 117, 161 

Rettie, Ashleigh 78, 84, 166, 170 

Rex, Jamie 30, 80, 124, 151 

Richardson, Mavarick 104, 170 

Rios, Marisa 14, 68, 72, 78, 79, 106, 

107, 114 161 

Rivera, Jennise 170 

Rivera, Jianni 82, 140, 141, 142, 198 


Sabemiak, Julia 151 

Salazar, Jeanette 29, 51, 80, 85, 118, 

119, 151 

Salinas, Janessa 114, 142 
Sammons, Savannah 78, 168, 170, 
171 

Sanchez, Breanna 46, 114, 161 
Sanchez, Brianna 78, 79, 170 
Sanchez, Esperanza 142 
Sanders, Stephanie 170 
Sanders, Tiffany 142 
Sandoval Alejandra 114 
Sandoval Rosio 114,161 
Santo, Mia Dal 62, 80, 81, 84, 85 
Sarwadnsld, Kaley 171 
Scheeringa, Brian 111, 151 
Scheeringa, Camesha 79, 114, 161 
Scheeringa, Shanaizha 62, 78 
Scheffel Jeanne 114, 161 
Schell David 20, 24, 79, 85, 93, 161, 
162 

Schnoor, Jacob 29,37,80,85,93, 
142 

Schnoor, Rebecca 66,114,124,125, 
171 

Schramm, Briertna 79, 85, 161, 208 
Scofield, Chelsea 81, 151, 208 
Scott, Kayla 124,171 
Segovia, Sydney 68, 142 
Seiluns, Dion 79, 101, 161 




“Football is life,” said Cameron Kegebein, 10 


Seiluns, Matt 27, 45, 79, 80, 81, 100, 

101. 152 

Serna, Jocelyn 22,78,171 
Sharp, Billy 152 
Sharp, Steven 32, 93, 152 
Shaw, Eeyama 152 
Shepard, Seth 165, 171 
Shew, Holly 85, 142 
Shinkle, Chelsea 124, 152 
Short, Andrew 142 
Sierra, Nathyn 78, 116, 172 
Silva, Karina 53,118,151,152 
Sims, Ashley 152 
Singer, Alexis 108, 109, 161, 163 
Singh, Anyssa 78 

Siokos, Shae 18, 138,142,143,199 

Skarzynski, Travis 172 

Slagle, Christy 31, 78, 85, 108, 109, 

128. 170. 172 
Slaven, Savannah 172 
Smith, Aleia 161 
Smith, Bryan 172 

Smith, Cara 66, 67, 78, 114, 169, 172 

Smith, Jesse 104, 105, 152 

Smith, Luke 156, 162 

Smith, Melissa 57, 152 

Smith, Rose 23, 78, 172 

Smith, Ross 81, 85, 89, 112, 162 

Smith, Semaje 172 

Smith, Victoria 20, 79, 94, 95, 162 

Smock, Joshua 52 

Smolen, Tiffany 172 

Smoot, Christian 78, 172 

Solar, Emily 80, 162 

Solar, Rachel 37, 98, 99, 133, 142 

Solis, Ana 78,114,115,136 

Solivais, Victoria 32, 42, 43, 73, 78, 

80, 82, 85, 142 

Soy, Jeremy 79, 142 

Soy, Stefanie 31, 60, 78, 79, 80, 145, 

150. 152 

Spriggs, Karley 162, 163 
Stack, Robert 162 
Stassin, Nicholas 12, 120, 121, 142 
Steflan, Taylor 37, 78, 81, 95, 142 
Steflan, Trevor 14, 93, 172 
Steinhubel, Anna 81, 96, 152 
Stelk, Amanda 26, 78, 164, 172 
Stevens, Kevin 162 
Stevens, Robert 142 
Stickley, Zachary 79, 89, 156, 162 
Still, Brianna 78 
Stinnett, Brian 27, 52, 162 
Stokes, David 47,133,142 
Strauch, Taylor 124, 172 
Streeter, Demario 156, 162 
Suarez, Antonio 47, 78, 104, 172 
Suarez, Ariana 142 
Suboh, Danielle 172 
Suboh, Deena 152 
Summers, Ashley 153 
Sutherland, Sarah 142 
Swopes, Alana 27, 172 
Syas, Shadeja 162 
Szabo, Nathan 29, 70, 78, 93, 116, 

117. 172 

Szabo, Robert 15, 21, 51, 56, 70, 78, 
80, 89, 142 

Szczepkowski, Maciej 86, 88, 89, 

122, 123, 141 

Szot, Morgan 79, 162 
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Takacs, Brittany 162 

Tamez, Janessa 142 

Tauber, Brett 101, 104, 105, 172 

Taylor, Cassandra 153 

Teasdale, Jennifer 136, 138, 142 

Tellez, Alejandra 94, 95, 143 

Tellez, Carlos 93, 162 

Teizarialjosh 31,78,170,172 

Thiel, Melissa 172 

Thomas, Ashley 153 

Thomas, Tyler 153 

Tibbs, Jody 130 

Tibbs, John 153 

Tompkins, Terrence 162 

Tompkins, Thomas 116, 162 

Tonkovich, Aaron 162 

Torres, Michelle 118, 119, 144, 153 

Traicoff' Victoria 57, 78, 80, 85, 124, 

128, 172 

Trueblood, Emilee 32, 37, 46, 74, 
78, 82, 106, 124, 139, 143 
Trueblood, Tessa 18,20,78,79,82, 
85, 106, 162 
Tucker, Cody 93, 162 
Turner, Justin 92, 93, 136, 143 
Tuttle, Emily 78, 91, 162 
Tuttle, Megan 42, 43, 63, 73, 80, 82, 
84, 86, 90, 91, 138, 143, 206 
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Ulrich, Logan 172 

Urena, Michelle 118, 119, 145, 153 
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Vaclavik, Joey 78, 80, 93, 132, 134, 
143, 191 

Valentas, Courtney 78, 80, 114, 115, 
172 

Valladares, Maria 153 
Valliant, Carlton 30, 37 88, 89 
Valtierra, Miguel Angel 143 
VanBelt, Alexander 162 
Vanwhite, Crystal 78, 109, 143 
Vanwhite, Sabrina 162 
Vazquez, Jairo 172 
Vega, Alana 55, 162 
Vega, Joshua 172 
Velasquez, Sarah 47, 152, 153 
Vestal, Devin 162 
Vieyra, Melissa 79,110,111,162 
Villalobos, Justin 35, 78, 112, 172 
Villalpando, Katalina 26, 78, 139, 


143, 191 

Vo, Andrea 162 
Vogel, Anna 153 

Vrabely, Hanna 37 60, 61, 78, 80, 82, 
106, 143 

Vrabely, Sarah 46,78,79,82,85, 

106, 162, 163 

Vuckovichjacy 79, 85, 118, 119, 162 
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York, Faith 81,91,163 

Yost, Erica 19, 79, 82, 85, 90, 91, 124, 

163, 206 

Yost, Tyler 32, 36, 74, 78, 88, 89, 116, 
117, 143, 186 

Younker, Stephanie 14, 18, 34, 50, 
54, 69, 78, 79, 80, 84, 85, 95, 150, 153 
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Waddell, Chelsea 118,172 
Walker, Cameron 162 
Walker, Chance’s 23, 62, 74, 78, 79, 
85, 139 

Walker, Da’Shauna 79, 82, 83, 85, 
98, 99, 162 

Walker, Deziree 31, 52, 70, 153 

Walker, George 139 

Walter, Garrett 93, 133, 140, 143 

Wand, Gary 153 

Ward, Maleri 169,172 

Washick, Kourtney 13, 28, 46, 78, 

80, 109, 167, 172, 173 

Watson, Hailey 163 

Watts, Madison 78, 80, 173 

Weber, Patrick 57,153 

Weber, Stacy 78, 80, 81, 118, 153 

Welch, Nicholas 163 

White, Brandon 89,116,163 

White, Joel 163 

White, Karis 79,153 

White, Matthew 80, 173 

White, Morgan 24, 78, 85, 138, 143 

White, Shania 78„ 124, 173 

White, Tasha 153 

White, Ty 173 

Wilfong, Tiffany 153 

Williams, Adrian 173 

Williams, Damenna 102, 173 

Williams, Langston 163 

Wilson, Kevin 78 

Wilson, Nicholas 163 

Wilson, Quinton 163 

Wimmer, Cole 53,163 

Winchester, Shelby 78, 173 

Windmon, Andre 46, 139 

Witvoet, Emily 57, 78, 80, 84, 85, 

102, 103, 143 

Witzke.Jaclyn 85, 163 

Witzke, Nicole 143 

Wivoet, Emily 103 

Wright, Julian 116, 145, 153 

Wyatt, LaDarius 153 

Wyatt, LaRell 153 

if 0 U nettex {oxyet 
tke cxajy {oot&all 
tr yame ayainet 
"%o6axt. eaid lylex 'Ifoot. 12 


Zamudio, Selena 22, 81, 153 
Zamdt, Andrew 116,153 
Zamdt, Jordan 78, 89, 143 
ZawLstowski, Sarah 153 
Zubik, Jenna 29 
Zubik, Jessica 143 
Zubrick, Ryan 22, 81, 85, 96, 
142, 143 

Zuklin, Ryan 173 
Zuniga, James 163 
Zurawski, Megan 102, 103, 154, 
163 


Yamelle, Jesse 24,95,114,153 
Yamelle, Troy 46, 78, 89, 122, 143, 


“Sophomore year flew by, and it was one of the best years, because my best friend and I are closer and I’ve gained a 
couple new friends,” said Alexis Singer, 10 
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Memories are made to be kept. Each day scheduling for senior year and going to their senior meeting with Bonnie Manuel, the juniors had 
spent laughing with friends will be recalled to come to the realization that they only had one more full year of high school left. But, the juniors 
at some point in one’s life. No victory will go received guidance and had a solid set of role models from the class of 2012 seniors, 
unremembered, nor will any triumph go uncel- Senior year is unlike any other. The year began in a way that was as sorrowful as it was unex- 
ebrated. Every day as high schoolers, we encoun- pected. The senior class had to come together before school started to mourn the loss of their 
tered situations that may not seem like a big deal classmate Mark Rex. The seniors kept Mark with them throughout the entire year and voted him 
at the time, but ultimately come together to make “Best Hair” far the Senior Superlatives. There was a seat reserved for him at Graduation. There 
us who we are. Today, you might not have realized were a few more things that the seniors learned during their last 180 days at GHS. The realiza- 
that when you consoled your best friend in front tion that it was their last year didn’t come naturally. Homecoming, Turnabout, and Prom came 
of your locker that you would come back to that ex- and went without so much as a thought of Graduation. Being a senior had it’s advantages 
act moment years later and remember the silly high when Senior Superlatives were distributed at the Senior Banquet on April 26th, when the 
school drama that meant absolutely nothing in the seniors had the annual senior cook out on May 24th, and when the entire senior class mys- 
grand scheme of life. Rumors, inside jokes, and crazy teriously disappeared the Monday after Prom. Between going on college days and applying 
memories are all a part of the high school experience, for scholarships, the seniors had to squeeze in time to hang out with friends, balance their 
Whether the 2011-2012 school year was the first step- school work, and participate in sports. Graduation this year was held on June 3rd in the 
ping stone in your high school career or the last time you Main Gym. Chorale sang the National Anthem and speeches were given by Joel Kepchar 

(valedictorian), Megan Tutde (salutatorian), and Sarah Guistolisi (class council president). 
The class of 2012 really did come together as strangers, but left as eternal friends. 

The 2011-2012 school year brought about many unexpected faculty changes. For 
the first half of the year, Joshua Smock took over for Kristina Collard, English, while 
she was on maternity leave. Then, three other teachers made the announcement that 
they were leaving GHS. Krystal Bandy, science, left her teaching position in January 
to become a forensic scientist in Indianapolis. Eddie Covarrubias, choir, left GHS 
in the day after the final choir concert in May to become a musical entertainer 
on Celebrity and Royal Carribean cruise ships that sail all around the world. Russ 
Radtke, physical education, made the decision in April to leave GHS the following 


see the 234 people you had spent the past four years with, 
coundess memories were bound to be made and inside 
jokes were created to be revisited. 

For the freshmen, the usual “senior hazing” during Home- 
coming week was completely avoided. School unity was 
promoted this year and helped to distract the upperclassmen 
from singling out the younger students. The freshmen were 
spared the “freshmen suck” chant and were saved from be- 
ing the object of the senior prank. The freshmen class of 2015 
experienced their first high school dances at Homecoming and 


Turnabout and felt the pressure of trying out for high school 
sports for the first time. Their year of “firsts” has finally come to 
an end and they can now look forward to being the examples to 
the new incoming freshmen. 

The sophomore class of 2014 saw their first five boys and five 
girls on Turnabout Court and got to experience their round of “sec- 
onds.” The first of two years of being stuck in the middle could be 
rough but bearable. Although not yet considered upperclassmen, the 
sophomores got their taste of not being a freshman and lost the fear 
of the upperclassmen. Now that their second year of high school is 
over, the class of 2014 can now look forward to their junior year and a 
new set of “firsts.” 

The juniors experienced their first Prom and got a taste of being up 
perclassmen. Most juniors were thrilled to be through with the rumored 


hardest year of high school. They had to push through A.P. Biology or 
Biology II along with Sheila Vaclavik’s literary analysis research paper. After 
two years of being stuck in the middle, the juniors started to learn what it 
takes to mature into being a senior. The class of 2013 hosted Prom on May 
fourth and the theme they chose was, “A Night In Hollywood.” Between 


year to coach football at New Prairie after coaching at Griffith for 19 years. Justin 
Fronek, vice principal, resigned as the head varsity basketball coach. The softball 
coach, Ed McLeod, resigned as the head varsity softball coach. Head varsity vol- 
leyball coach, Cathy Dilbeck, resigned as head coach along with the junior var- 
sity coach, Jen Klapak. These faculty changes forced the remaining teachers to 
step up and help out. Because of the missing teachers, there were not enough 
substitutes to fill the spaces and teachers often had to sub on their preps. 

The high school experience is different for everyone. For some, it is a time 
to buckle down and get good grades to get into a good college. For others, 
high school is a time to hang out with friends and try wild and crazy new 
tilings. Whether studying at McDonald’s for an A.P. Calculus test or sleep- 
ing through government class, students found different ways to make it 
through high school. The inside jokes, poindess drama, all-nighters in 
order to write a paper, and coundess projects all helped to prepare stu 


dents for their next walk of life. Although the seniors’ journey through 
GHS is over, the underclassmen are just beginning their adventure 
and taking the steps to mature into being a senior. Whether a fresh- 
man, sophomore, junior, or senior, we all had to band together to get 
through the crazy maze of Griffith High School. 
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“Its not the days in your life you’ll remember, it’s the memories.” -Author Unknown 





Afte r-supe rin tefTcle n t Dr. Peter Morikis announced the class of 2012 officiahgraduates of Griffith High School, seniors Mallory BaccinwSarah Gui 
tolisi, Michelle Lesniewski, arid Stacie^Hansen advanced their tassels fr om ^ the righ t s ide of their graduation caps to the left. “It’s crazy^to belieye 
my four years of high schooi|are overlSu t I’m really excited to start College! ’SHS'laught me a lojof valuable lessons and I’in grateful to have m 
the friends that I made and I have no regrets. It’s always hard to say good-bye* but now lye^tet u^^faello to our futures," said Lesniewski. 
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tolisi, Michelle Lesniewski, and Stacie Hansen advanced their tassels from the right side of their graduation caps 
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was printed by Herff Jones at 2525 Midpoint Drive, 
EdwardsviUe, Kansas. Early yearbook orders cost $70, but the price rose to 
$80 as the year went on. Our theme was “Quote It,” and throughout the 
book we focused on quotes and every day sayings of high school students 
during 2011 and 2012. 

The Student Life section and all theme pages, including end sheets, the 
tide page, the opening, the closing, section dividers, and the colophone 
were designed by editors Sarah Guistolisi and Stephanie Brandner. The Aca- 
demic section was designed by Alyssa Melchor. Chelsea Scofield designed 
the Clubs section, and the Sports section was desined by JT Long. Ellison 
Cullen designed the People section, and the Business and Ads section was 
designed by Caylee Adams. The cover of the yearbook was designed by 
Sarah Guistolisi, Stephanie Brandner, and Ellison Cullen, and by a Herff 
Jones art designed. The story font is AHJ Jessica and the secondary font is 
AHJ Sans. The accent cursive font is Bmsh Script MT. All three font families 
were used throughout the book. 

All pages were submitted using ePage and designed with Adobe InDe- 
sign CS4. and Adobe Photoshop programs. Photos were shot using digital 
cameras and uploaded to the Apple Macintosh computers. Larry Titak in 
Schererville, Indiana, shot senior and faculty portraits, as well as club group 
shots and sports team photographs. Underclassmen photos were taken by 
HR Imaging Partners, Inc. 

The goal of this book was to capture memories for students to relive for 
years to come. The staff would like to send a special thank you to Mrs. Col- 
iard, who guided us and supported us throughout the making of this book. 
The seniors will definitely miss her, but always remember everything that 
she taught them. 
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After four years of classes, projects, prac- 
tices, and assignments, my high school 
journey has finally come to an end. I was 
introduced to Journalism in Mrs. Col- 
lard’s class freshman year. I joined Reflec- 
tor Staff first semester of sopnomore year, 
as a first-year reporter. During this year, I learned much about 
writing style and interviewing. Junior year, I became the Aca- 
demics Section Design Editor. This taugnt me a lot about design, 
and really prepared me for my job this year as Editor-in-Chief. 
Being Editor has definitely proved to be very difficult. Stephanie 
and I spent many hours at the end of junior year and over the 
summer planning the theme and design elements for our book. 
First semester was the most challenging, with a predominandy 
new staff and Mrs. Collard on maternity leave (welcome Baby 
Keri!). However, it really helped to have a co-editor. I have spent 
coundess hours during this year in the lab, designing, editing, 
and sending out pages; it has basically become my home away 
from home! I want to give special thanks to Stephanie Brandner. 
There was nobody that I would’ve rather shared the position 
with! We managed to have a great time despite the stress and 
long hours. I would also like to thank Mrs. Collard for being a 
great Advisor, teacher, and helping hand whenever we need it. 

Sincerely, 

SciKx/i tfuiAtoltii 


Well, my senior year is finally complete. I took Journalism in Mrs. 
Collard’s class freshman year and I joined the Reflector Staff second 
semester of freshman year as a reporter. I learned how to work the 
in’s and out’s of InDesign during this year and I learned what makes 
a great quote. I was the Clubs Section Design Editor junior year. 
Being a section editor forces you to push yourself to your creative 
boundaries and to work on a tight schedule. Senior year, Sarah and 
I finally got to be the girls in charge. As Editors-in-Chief we had a 
lot of responsibility and we encountered a few problems, especially 
the daily riddles. Ha. But we got through the stuggles together and 
helped teach our young and inexperienced staff how to work our 
tempermental computers. This year, I was constandy in the lab de- 
signing, editing, and helping people with spreads. But I never could 
have done all of this without my amazing co-editor, Sarah Guistolisi. 
She was always there to vent with when a spread didn’t turn out per- 
fect or when a deadline was difficult to meet I have to say that I’m so 
incredibly proud of us and that I’m glad we had the opportunity to 
work together for these long hours. I don’t think I’ve ever had more 
good times with someone just by sitting at a computer. I would 
iso like to thank Mrs. Collard for being there for us with advice and 
believing in Sarah’s and my ability to make an awesome yearbook. 

Sincerely, 

StcfduMie GwuuUen 


“Every year brings on a lot of new 
changes.” 

“During my first year of high school, I learned 
that the teachers are much harder on us, the 
sports are very different, and clubs like choir 
became much more fun. However, all of my 
friends did not change.” 

-Alex Garcia, 9 


Quotes that Define 

2011-2012 

‘There will always be a few people 
you can count on.” 

“(Senior) Amanda Bakko has always been there 
for me. This year, we got matching dream- 
catcher tattoos with the Chicago skyline.” 
-Brittany Anderson, 12 


“Taking opportunities teaches 
you a lot about yourself” 

“If I hadn’t taken the chance and done 
DECA this year, I wouldn’t have learned 
a lot about myself DECA has taught me 
better communication skills in the busi- 
ness world.” 

-Brienna Schramm, 10 



“It’s important to remember the memories that you make with your high school friends.” -Jessica Hicks, 11 





Reflector 



With a staff of 24 students, we sue- 
cessfully made it through another 
year of meeting deadlines, design- 
ing pages, reporting, and editing to 
finally produce a book of 208 pages. 
The focus of The Reflector was to 
preserve memories made in the 2011- 
2012 school year. 
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Ellison Cullen 
People Design Editor 





Caylee Adams 
Ads and Index Editor 
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JT Long 

Sports Design Editor 



Chelsea Scofield & Melchor 

Clubs Design Editor Academics Design Editor 



Stacy Weber Lisa Kurpela 

Photography Editor Reporter 



Rosie Quintanilla 
Reporter 
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Reporter 
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Reporter 



Cecils Gonzalez 
Reporter 
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Photographer 
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Reporter 
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Photographer 
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Anna Steinhubel 
Photographer 



Lauren Rotermund 
Reporter 
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Reporter 


Ashley Pinkham 
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